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| ~ DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY @ .'. ... |
- S’-U.ZLPT‘ERS UNITED STATES ARMY JIETHAM. W ~
APO 5an Francisco 96307,

GENERAL ORDERS s g0 27 December 1945
| NUMEER 2175 _

1., TC 320, The-following AWARD is announced.

PTJWTFV BASIT, L. RA3542527) SERGEANT MAJOR E9 United States Army
Hg Compa ny_, ist Bn, /th -Cav, lSu Cav Div, APO US Forces 96490 (4n Khe)
ColihviErdeds Sl ver ooap e
Date action: - 16 Novaf ber 7965
Theater: .Republic of Vietnam |
Reason: - For gallantry in action: Sergeant Major Plumley distinguished
sdiimeelf by hergic action on 16 November 1965 while defending a
command post in the Ja Drang Valley, Republic of Vietnam. Ihe
command . post was being savagely attacked by an unknown number
of Viet Cong. Bostile small arms and automatic weapons fire
was coursing steadily a&nd relentlessly into the forward command
post and aid station area which was approximately 150 meters
' from the line of cortact. At approximately 0500 hours at the
he:f_ght of the savage attack, a flare, still burning landed in
an open box of fragmentatlon hand grenades in the pile of small
arms, . mortar, and other ammunition less than ten meters from the
battalion command group. Sergeant Major Plumley, voluntarily
and unhesitatingly rose up in the face of intense small arms
.and automatic weapons fire, dashed to the burning flare, lifting
" it with his bare hands out of the box of grenades and threw 1t,
He then extinguished the flare with his feet as well as other
small fires which 1t had ;Lgn:l_ted around the ammo area, Sergeant
Major Plumleyts valorous and extremely courageous action
performed under fire with complete disregard for his own personal
safety, _mdoubt@dly prevented the complete ammunition supply
from exploding. His gallant actions were in keeping with the
highest traditions of the military service and reflect great
credit wpon himself, his unit, and the United States Aruy.
Authority: By direction of uhe President under the provislons of ‘the
Act-of-Congress; approved 9 July 1918,

- FOR THE COMMANDER:

OFFICIAL: . JOHN D. MCLAUGHLIN
- Colonel, GS |
(hief of Staff

1 - Director, EPD, 0RO ATTN :

JAMES D, a1
et u-, .JG‘
Asst AdJ General
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TOALL WIHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING: THIS IS TO CGERTIFY THAT THE. PRESIDENT

B e

h . OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS 20 JULY 1942 1IAS AWARDED

TO  COMMAND SERGEANT MAJOR BASIL L. PLUMLEY,|

FUNITED STATES ARMY

FOR exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services: 1 i
| |

: Command Sergeant Major BASIL L. PLUMLEY distinguished himself by exceptionally meritorious service in positions of
great responsibility culminating as Command Sergeant Major, 36th Engineer Group (Combat), United States Army Infantry Center
and Fort Benning, Fort Benning, Georgia, from August 1973 to December 1974. His entire career has been characterized by
unparalleled dedication to duty, demonstrated expertise in a variety of challenging fields, and total dedication to his country.
Command Sergeant Major PLUMLEY’s distinguished performance of duty throughout his military careér represents outstanding
achievement in the finest traditions of the United States Army and reflects the utmost credit upon himself and the military service.

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
THIS 31st DAY OF December 1974
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