Records for Individual Soldiers In Normandy

ASN 12060392
Name Festa, Nicholas
Neptune Rank Private First Class
Division 82nd Abn Div
Regiment 507th Prcht Inf
Battalion

Neptune Company Hg & Hq Co
Company Attached

Company Attached

Neptune Platoon Comm
Neptune Squad

Neptune MOS Radio Operator
Combat Infantry Badge  Normandy
Combat Medical Badge

Neptune Tail # 43-15126

Neptune After Action Status WA

Neptune After Action Date  6/7/1944

Age 22

Month of Admission June

Type of Case Casualty, battle

Ist Diagnosis Rupture

Ist Anatomical Location Eye: Choroid

Ist Operation Penicillin therapy (treatment with penicillin)

2nd Diagnosis

2nd Anatomical Location

2nd Operation

Causative Agent Artillery Shell, Fragments, Afoot or unspecified
Final Result 305th Station Hospital

Disposition Discharged, Sec. li, AR 615-360 (line of duty, Yes) (CDD)
Month of Disposition 29

Current Days /Gen Hosp Overseas Days 208

Place of Final Cure 9507
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DU PQNT Bridgel” "It mopped up numerous, enom"-ayvoag poinws aurvoundan

MERBERET Rlvcr ont’ thie high 3Aound in tre-vici

PONT Bridge ‘and contact wes aatabii ahed ath, forcos Ane JHJFFDJ éONT

.Field A“+illery Patial Zon. assembled ,aat Qf SmEa

attacks from the neorth and cou+h. The 2d 3attalion potrols contacted clements
of the 8th Infantry Reginent of the th Inlontry Division =t STE, W‘°TTN7‘q
384973) at 1000 hours and abtaclad nerih wo ciexr tiac outskiris oi Tili MERE
EGLISE, The lst Battalion witheiocl several counbsratiobes and pushed. tnv_e“emy_
back to the eastern banc of the WILDEDMY Rivar in the “1Clﬂlty o7 the L4 ZUERE
Bridge. "They werc annpcrthad LAt in T day by ous pletoon of uan; feon (OH}&RY
¢, 7histh TRHRIBQLL”';IU; At the cinae of %2 poriod, the 24 and %d Uatielicns
prepared to otiack north toward NEHIVILLM A FLalll in ceniwasiion u-,h lee hoh
Infantry Divieion's drive on the right. The _d Bnttﬂl*CD, 32%th Gljaur In;antry,
was attached at 21.0C to agsist in tﬂls attack, L -

507th Parachute Infontry Reaiment

The regiment wovad into an area west of STE. MERE EGLISE in the vicinity of

335960, restod -~nd rcurgwnern‘ At 1600 houry lae reginent moved iato posnilions
south of the LA TINIG - OTE, BERE TOLI3S Rond west of the railiroad to z2zsist the
Lst Battalion, SC5th PirTCthe infmiry, aae~inet a threatened counterttltirck 1t

the LA FILGE fridgen it 1200 hours the ,O,Uh at approximately 25 per cant
strength, succesafully pushod the ensmy back to the west bank of the MERDERET
River in its scctoz,

508th Parachuto Infontiy Resiment

One group near the railroad overpass (322960 aoved inte poettlons ia the.n i
vicinity of the road junsticn 334972 to protect the Diyieion's narih f1an -
against onenmy penetrations . This grouv was. in nosi+lon bJ 0630 hours,. ut i
later movad: to 301n ancther grovp of the IP"lmODB 1q poaition.: dafeﬁdlrg tha:

PCHT and petﬂbllahed patrol contacth. with: eLoment of tho

high ground,. now rocoznized as tho 2d- Battalion--had omplotied, d¥ ot
its pogitien ‘by: 1300 ours, wiping out a numbér QPlﬁnem‘"monbaﬂ id.
poeitioniny A roqd block wes 83t -up on'the’ wastp“n 5onroaunc Tth

strvngth 2t the closo of the day was upn*ox;mauely 25" pe:f

82d Airborne Divxaion Artlllq;z

:

Varlous vroups 6f the 5rt11le“y vere 1nvolved ln in iv1dual
the enemy:as they found ‘their way haclz. 1o’ t1c1r navont“un;ts
ERE ECLISE: dn. £}
371974 with- 81x' 75mm, pacle. houitzera,” Tha: 520ta ullﬂer Fi oid’ Artdl
was plaoed in. di:ect support of the S05th Pa.aclu nfantry VAP Ee
tvo 1Hmm M3. houltzera -and taclng ovor: thao Tomm: pack hewltzer,‘
chute Fiold A“tillery Batt 21700 dc aclment with the:ﬁOﬁth, the_, ; 29
p051tlon 406 "ards WGet 0f STk, MERE EGLTbE " The' flrst round g fiq6d7

= 3
hours. ~The" seaborne echelon ‘of tha’ 45btn Parachute Field Artillery B ﬁ,""
arrived on Utah Beach Put did not landy, . >

-

80th Alrborne An+ialrcraft Battalion - ‘.. B  'f 

Battories A, B, and G continued to réorsacine and by 1800 hours six 57mm'_
antitank gunse of Battery C and uhrue oz oeach fron Bettor¢os 4 and B hore in-

‘posgition covering the two bridecs owver the P.DLEAT River., The romalnﬂer of
the Battalion remained on hoard ch-ps prg;qrw;} ta dlaembark o1l Utah,Beich}wf

'

307th ilrborno Enzlngcr Aattclion o : f;"ff' ¢

. Tho romalndor of Co*“en/ 4 ]anded by gllao‘ ut O?OO hours ‘and moved to jQ‘ﬂ;
the DEch Infantry in ko vis:inity of CHE® DU FCIT.at 0930 hours. Bridgee: andff
culvorts ssuth of LE HRT (32791%) wod manr LLECYIILE (351905) wore mom..t*-
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Germans had aveilsble, Under this fire we crailed inte pesitien en the heights
everleeking the Merderet and dug im., With insufficient weapens te reply effect-
ively we immealately replied with what machine guns we had, heping fer the best,
Between 2100 and 2200 three pieces of our aivisiem artillery .Pen;d up en the
eneny, ailaﬁcing them semewhat. The effectivenessef eur artillery seemed te en—
courage us mere than it @isceursged the Germans. The Germans managéd te keep up
their intense fire umtil well after gark, At perhaps midmight their mortar and
small arms fire ceasea, but their artillery centinued te peund all might. The
enexy treeps preved te be clements ef the 9lst Infantry Diveien.

Next merning, D plus ene, the regiment received an erder te fall back ea
the Ste, Nere Ezlise Read and taKe up s pesitien im suppert ef the 505th whiﬁh
was being atiacked fres the nerth frem the directien ef Geurbesville. ﬁ{}kr being
relieved by anether battalien ef the 505 we weved eut at OB30 under saniper and
artillery fire. At 1000 we reached eur new pesitien, rested, reerganized, Cel.
Kaleney ergenized the fragments ef the regiment with kim inte three cempanies
cexmanded by Captains Creek, Rae, and Brakonecke., These efficers im turn appeipgt-
ed plateen leaders within their cempanies.,

At 1600 we received znether erder frem Divisien te return te the bridgs at
La Fiere in erder te relieve the Battalien ef the 505 thal haa been there all
day. &s we assembled te meve up, the German artillery descemded upen us, fellewing
eur reute eof march up the read te the bridge.

kgain in the same pesitien We had eccupied the might ef D, ané D plus'l, the
Germans plastersd us with mertar and machine gun fire. At first we theught we
weuld be in fer & hard time, but little by little the enemy lire déled away and
after dark it sto;pe& altegether, Witheul doubt this wzs ene ef the mest pre~
lenged fires the Gemmans delivered against us during the ceurse ef the entire

campaign. It had lasted n otedly ler thirty heurs and reflected the

——
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Service Number

Rank

Arm of Service

Age

Race

Length of Service
Month of Admission
Year of Admission
Last Treatment Facility

Circumstances
Surrounding Injury

Type of Case
Type of Admission
Type of Diagnosis
Line of Duty

1st Diagnosis

1st Anatomical Location
1st Operation

2nd Diagnosis

2nd Anatomical Location

2nd Operation

3rd Diagnosis
Causative Agent
Final Result:
Disposition

Cause of Disposition
Month of Disposition

Year of Disposition

Information from the Hospital Admission Cards created
by the office of the Surgeon General, Department
of the Army (1944-1945).
Information for the year 1944

12060392

Enlisted Man

Infantry, Parachute Troops
22

White

2 Year(s), 5 Month(s)
June

1944

General hospital

Other or unspecified non-battle injuries.

Casualty, battle

New

Sole diagnosis, no history of prior disease, injury; or hattle casualty
In line of duty

Rupture

Eye: Choroid

Penicillin therapy (treatment with penicillin)

Artillery Shell, Fragments, Afoot or unspecified
305th Station Hospital
Discharged, Sec. Il, AR 615-360 (line of duty, Yes) (CDD)

Final result field

1944

Total Days (non-effective) 480

Hospital Days

Current Days /Gen Hosp Overseas Day

Place of Final Cure

Sample Size

480

208

Remaining 1944 case

6/5/2025

Source: This information was obtained from the Hospital Admission Card
data file (1944-1945) created by the Office of the Surgeon General
Department of the Army. In 1970 the National Research Council first
compiled this for statistical purposes using the EMTs (Emergency Medical
Tags) and other Office of the Surgeon General Office Records during
WWIL.
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Service Number
Sample Size

Rank

Age

Race

Length of Service
Arm of Service

AAF Status
Admission Statio
Month of Admision
Year of Admision
Last Treatment Facilit
Special Class of Cas
Type of Case

Type of Admission

1st Diagnosis

1st Anatomical Locatio

1st Operaction

2nd Diagnosis
2nd Anatomical Locatio

2nd Operation
3rd Diagnosis

Causative Agent

Circumstances SurroundirAll battle casualties, and all battle injuries not intentionally inflicted by self or another person

Final Result

Information from the Hospital Admission Cards created 6/5/2025
by the office of the Surgeon General,
Depariment of the Army (1944-1945).
Information for the year 1945

12060392

Enlisted Man (includes Aviation C
22 22

White (includes Mexican)

2-3 yr.

Infantry, Parachute Units

Neither assigned nor attached to AAF (includes all unassigned, ;

June

1944

General Hospital

Invalided Home (except repatriated) in other year
Casualty, battle

New, not EPTS

Rupture

Eye, Choroid

Penicillin therapy (treatment with penicillin)

Arillery Shell, Fragments, Afoot or unspecified

Blindness, partial, one eye

Total Days (non-effective) 255

Hospital Days
Overseas Days

Type of Discharge

480
084

Discharged or Retired for Disability, Line of Duty, Yes

Field of Cause of Disposit Final Result field

Unit Number
Month of Dispositio

Year of Dispositio

507
September

1945

Source: This information was obtained from the Hospital Admission Card
data file (1944-1945) created by the Office of the Surgeon General
Departiment of the Army. In 1970 the National Research Council first
compiled this for statistical purposes using the EMTs (Emergency Medical
Tags) and other Office of the Surgeon General Office Records during
WWII.
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“ ABROAD WITH%'. TIIE - BOYS | AT A

$82 - Qulte recently'a couple of the boys were rehear51ng new. record tlow! jumps,
for the' one big jump we are all awaiting.  However, it seems .that some nretty’
English  farmér!ls wife spotted the boys -giving their "downward pulls"and screamed:
1o ‘her-husband, ' "Good God, Gasten, we're being invaded!" The farmer went inte
immediate actwon,‘Lgettlng out’ his old rifle - and pressing it into some luckless’
paratrooper's back. "Don't move or I!ll ghootM,yelled the farmer.Lucklly Captaln

_.John Berry ‘of Arkansas 1sial;vo to: tell about. it uoday

Tney call us "Hell's Angbls" over thore. We'rc noted ' for being the most
pampered outfir in the A.E.F, Besides getting our extra "$50.,00 per®, they have
taken us off the monotonous English rations and! put us on good o0ld American food
like friecd chicken.We ere also noted faor- haVlnﬂ the latost and best egquipment to
he found in. any branch of the scrvice.-. . 4

’ Our Commander over there. is 34~yecar-old, Jjumping I.t, Coloncl Edson Raff,

i However, as a: physical culturist, he neither smokes nor drinks. The men ¢=71 him

"ittle Caescr"' and hé: is all man, r‘olonol Raff says, '"In a planc, I! just
' anothor guy numed Joel, NI ) :

They, ‘1like the rest of us arc "ready", When not included in the rnid on
Dieppe, many of“them moped around,' while others drank themsclves into the towm
Jail. i P oy ‘

AN/ [ : & ; ~ll. Festa



The art of

Knowledge

ing 1s a means of self-defense.

wrestling is an offensive weapon.

“JIVE KINGS*

The music was furnished by Pfc.
Nichalas Festa, clarinet; Sta#f
Syt. H. G. Bennett, trombone;
and Pwvt. {former Parachute

I Sa) Walfana G. Skiars.
Lieutenants J. Austin and Cot-
ham and by Staff Sgt. “‘bottams
up” Llzonbee of Regimental

Headquarters Company.

*



GERONIMO, PRESENT!

Last week members of the 507
parachute Infantry visited the
Methodist Church in Alllance and
itaged a show for the younger
members of the congregation.

Geronimo waa the feature at-
traction. He held his head high
aind proud as the audience listen-
ed to his long list of accomplish-
ments related to them by Pwt.
Kenneth C. Williams, his trainer,

Buell Wilson, youngest tobacco
auctloneer in the world, gave a
series of chants. The jitterbugs
were swinging and swaying to
PFC Nicholas Feata's clarinet
tolos. Corporal Rogers siarted
his career of parachuting at the
age of 15, and related his exper-
lences with the original batman,
whom years ago thrilled thousands
of people all over the country
with their impersonations of giant
bats. They attached glider-like
wings to thelir backa and soared
thousands of feet through the air
before releasi their par
Lt. Alfred B. Britton, Special Ser-
'ice Officer, was MC.

e B s PR — e BA bull wm A



|OFFICERS INITIATED AT "PROP BLAST” PARTY
507th Orchestra| — —  —— —  —  ——
Plays at Function MUSIC, SNAKES, EVERYTHING

‘War was momentarily forgot-
ten as officers and their guests
let down their hair at a gay
frolic held Saturday evening,
May 2, in the recreation hall
during “prop blast” ceremonies

| initiating 15 officers into the
inner sactum of the exclusive
507th’s officer group.

Highlight of the evening’s ac-
tivities was the initiation of
fatigued fatigue-clad officers as
they “stood up” and “hooked
up” during the ceremonies, to
the martial music of an all-
regiment orchestra. Inducted
during the festivities were Maj.
Edwin J. Ostberg, Chaplain
Robert M. Hennon, Lt. J. B.
Egerly, Lt. Leonard W. Bloethe,
Lt. Henry B. Clyde, Jr., Lt.
Gerard M. Dillon, Lt. James K.
Felty, Lt. Elmer F. Hoffman, Lt.
Edward 8. Keehan, Lt. John J.
Hayes, Jr., Lt. James A. Wade,
Lt. Cecil E. Rife, W/O Harry
Goodman, W/O Woodrow Honea
and W/O Edward Labender.

Among guests were Col. Leo
Donovan, Col. Edson Raff, Col.
William O. Poindexter, Col. and
Mrs. James H. Weaver, Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Abbott, Maj. E. F. Cul-
lerton, Mr. Max Agor, Mr. Gary
Breckner, Capt. Paul A. Knep-
per, Lt. Harold J. Walder, Mr.
R. H. Owen, Mr. Tor Torland,
Mr. Aubrey Blake and Lt.
James T. Crawford.

Those giving vent to musical
expression from the stage were
S/Sgt. Harley G. Bennett, Cpl.
Wolfgang G. Slarz, Cpl. Johnny
Le Clair, Pvt. Fredericks, Pvt.
Carl Scarborough, Pvt. J. W.
Marrs and Pfc. Nicholas Festa.

Col. and Mrs.' George V.
Millett, Jr., were there, of
course, in most informal clothes.
Maj. and Mrs. Charles J. Timmes
were in attendance, and in the
course of the party the major
disguised himself as a fireman.
Mrs. Ostberg had to attend her
husband’s initiation, and Mrs.
Weaver was on hand to view
something new in entertainment.
At the end of the initiation for
the officers, many of the ladies
present were informally initi-
ated with a free ride on the
suspended harness.

The prize for the best cos-
tumes of the evening went to
Lt. A. L. Stephens and to Mrs
Robert D. Rae. Lt. Rae’s wife
wore a black bathing suit of the
gay ’'90's vintage, while Lt.
Stephens looked very demure in
a pseudo-scottish highland kiit.
Lt. and Mrs. George W. Hess-
berger ran a close second in the
race for costurne honaors.

Other ladies seen on the scene
were the Mesdames William Z.
Cotham, William A. Kuhn, John
H. Wisner, Clarence A. Tolle,
John F. Corbett, Mark Perkins,
J. B. Egerly, W. E. Marcum,
Elmo F. Koehler, J. T. Crawford,
L. B. Jackson, J. A. Hughes, E.
R. Reed, Allen Taylor, DeWitt,
and the Misses Betty 1. Holz-
worth, Nelita Pittman and
Louijse Joris.

‘Worthy of mention is Chaplain
John J. Verret’s act of scamper-
ing thrangh the ascemhlv attiread




507th Band Highly Receive
In First Public Appearance

At last, that long talked about+
regimental band has formulated
under the auspices of the spe-
clal service office.

Making thelr first public ap-
pearance the 807th “Jivers" play-
ed their way into the hearts of
dance fans and music lovers

Friday May 3w at the De Molayy

hop held in the Alljance City
Auditorjum. The sizzling rythm
of Nick Festa and hif boys had
the “jitterbugs” all but standing
on their heads—the waltz lovers
were seen seeming to drift into a
new romantic era with the sweet
tunes issuing from the {nstru-
ments of the 'chutists,

Cpl. Bob Lewls of Service
Company is the band's vocalist.

At 10 p. m. the queen of the
De Molay Sorority led the grand
march around the floor in a jeep
provided by Col. George V. Mil-
lett, Jr.

It is with regret, members of
the band lose the talented serv-
ices of Pvt. Donald Wright, mu-
sical arranger. Don has been
shipped out to Riggers School

at Chanute Field, 1.

Regt’l. Supply Offi

The Acting Supply off
of the regiment [s 1st
Robert D. Rae, born in !
York City. Mrs. Rae,

. ”

. .
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COMPANY I'S PARTY
A HUGE SUCCESS

Company “I" of the Thh'd Bat-
talion turned out en massé last
Saturday night, June 26th for a
company parily and dance held at
the Roundhouse, on the outskirts
of Alliance.

Approximately sixty girls from
Scottsbluff attended the party,
being transported in government
vehicles and escorted by special-
ly ch d of-
ficers.

The 507th orchestra puts on its
usually good show, with Major
Davis always present with his
saxaphone. The talents of Nick
Festa and Bob Lewis were
missed, of course, these two men
being away on a well-earned
furlough.

The interlor of the Round-
house was attractively decorated
with vari-colored balloons while
the orchestra dais was trimmed
in colored equipment ’'chutes
with the 3507th Black Wlidow
Spider suspended directly over
the stage.

Thanks should go to Capt. G
5. Allyn, Jr., and the vufficera of
Co. “I" for the splendid attend-
ance and the smooth manner in
which the party came off.

The party was graced by the
attendance of Col. G. V. Millett,
Jr., and Lt. Taylor.




| FAIRCRHESTRA PIT" NOIES

The 507th Parachute Infantry
Orchestra has been formed about
two months now, and already they |
have been complimenied by all,‘
who have danced and listened to |
their wonderful style of music. |

Pfc. Roger F. Holcombe who
plays first trumpet is the hottest
trumpet player I have heard,
| while in the Army. |
| Pifc. Nicholas Festa who former-
Ily played with Johnny McGee and |
Frankie Masters, (both well-
known throughout the country) is
first in the saxophone and clarinet
department.

The only missing link in this
band is that they do not have a
name. For example, “Black and
Orange’, ‘Tru” (per) Jive”, or,!
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IN THE LIMELIGHT

Sgt. Anthony N. Prezzano Ceremonies surely was aggressive
[ in commandeering various mem-
The party was over and we had | bers to entertain us with their va-
to go home . . . and a good lime‘rlous talents; among which was
was had by all. It was certainly the appreciable vocal put on by |
a successful affair arranged by|our own “Rus" Cavaluzzi. The‘
Service Company for the enter-|volume of his rich voice shook the
tainment of its members and we |loudspeaker which was fixed se-
deeply appreciate the efforts ex- !curely on the wall. King Mountain
erted by those responsible for its|Atkins and Motor Pool Beers did
success. |enjoyably well with their inter- |
The night was highlighted by pretation of “_Hill Billy” songs. By
the presence of our Brigade Com- [the way, Atkins does not remem-,
mander, General Donovan and va- | ber doing the numbers. why?al!? |
rious members of our own regi-| Another comment 1 wish 10,
mental staff. The dinner was ex- Make is the remarkable appetite |
pertly arranged and prepared by |fe€atured by our Personnel Section
Sgt. Mele and his capable crew.lD'd any one besides myself notice
Needless to say that it was deli- | the pile of bones left after the
cately prepared with choice foods ¢hicken was disposed of? It was
of a very savory character. Our certainly the cleanest sort of resi-
C. O, Capt. Rosenbloom. together | 9U€ I have ever seen. They must
with our executive officer, Lt. have had “pull" with the table
Higgins and st Sgt. Wallace, are | Waiter. For a group that pushes a
chiefly credited with the planning | P&n and DO'_-mdS a llypewnter all
of the entire evening which great- |C3Y. they did all right by them-
ly added to the comfort of our|S€lVEs. A commercial was also an
guests, both civilian and military. 0ounced to the effect that khaki
caps are for sate by ' High Pres-

A general atmosphere of cor- ™ ‘
N A sure” Peschl. That was some of
diality. good behaviar, and unex—‘sg!_ Anthony's doings.

pected e:njoymenll prevailed.» The‘ The only unenioyable factor of
;pprﬁgr&alg music was f“m'She‘:} the evening was the huge amount |
la’;ent;ii muessi‘:;a:sndwhao grg::wr?» of work left for the K.Ps We‘
strated their art with much dex- know that theyAhad worked hard‘
terity all day preparing anq were on
Thé stiffness of the affair melt- hand to clean up and wish to com—{

= . ment upon the fine work they did. |

ed as soon as everyone had their We hear that we will have anoth- |

fill of the delicious chicken :
. er social event soon and are anx-
(which was aplenty) and the beer’iously looking forward to another

whuchlbegan to hit home. Festa's such fine affair,
melodies soon encouraged the| =
meek to court their female rt-

pa ‘
ners to the dance floor and give S_SGT. Buropb (- MASTER‘
|

out with entertaining exhibitions

of dancing ability. OUTSTANDING MEMBER

Scme of the more able “jitter- |
bugs’ were at a loss because our
lady guests were not up on the OF 501TH MOIOR poo"
modern versions of cancing: but 2| RByford C. Masters, S/Sgt. Motor
well appreciated exhibith:n'lw‘r\h’ﬂs Pool was born and raised In the
piit bih by the massive Wa”y historical city of St. Augustine
1‘\3/[andlle and my game wife, Mrs. | Florida, the oldest city in the
orezzano. He tried to show us|(nited States. Staff Sergeant Mas-

what goes on in the Roseland & i
b ters is today a prominent member
Dance Palace in New York. It TP

was a sudden impulse that en-
couraged him on and as quickly as
he appeared. he disappeared af-
ter the number.

Featured in the orchestra was

of the newest and hardest hitting
branch of Service the United
States Paratroops. i
Sgt. Masters was schooled at|
St. Jcseph Acadamey in St. Au-
A B gustine and later became affiliat-
s S2Bping o menn s (3" it R Superio Bairy in St |
pany gave impromptu donations Augugme. In the capacity _of{
to the orchestra and by the looks | superintendent, Sgl.. Masters gain- |
of things, it looks as if Service ©d much managerial experience
Company has a potential sym. | which later was to prove so val-
phony orchestra. That is if every- | uable to the 507th Motor Pool.
one could duplicate what theyi Joining the National Guard in
did?7?? August, 1934 he attained the grade
Sgt. Anthony as Master of|Of Stafi Sergeant with the 124th
Infaptry. When his outfit was|
* | Federalized in September, 1940
gt. Masters found himself at Ft. |
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At last a name has been select-
‘ed for the 507th Parachute In-
faniry orchestra. Henceforth they
'will be known as the 507th “Sky
Devils,” a name applied by many
people to Paratroopers every-
where. This name was suggested
by Mr. S. M. Sanderson, an ardent
reader of “Boots and Wings,” and
accepted whole-heartedly by all
the members of the orchestra.

The orchestra, led by Nick Festa,
sax and clarinet player supreme,
has just about everything needed
now with the exception of a piano
player. If you play the piano, or
know someone who does, contact
Lt. A. B. Britton, Jr., Regimental
Special Service Officer, immed-
jately.




507th Orchestra Plays
In Scottsbluff Over KGKY

Thursday night, Sept. 2, 1843
*“The Sky Devils" popular 307th
orchestra played at the Egyptian
Theater in Scattsbluff. The per-
formance was braadcast over Sta-
ton KGKY ot 8:30.

Bill Boston, theater manager
turned over the procceds of the
performance to the Soldiers’ Re-
lief Fund. The audience was well
pleased with the music of the “Sky
Devils” and their constant plaudits
for encores kept the boys playing
after the broadcast was over.

A few of the mare popular num-
Lers were the “One Q'clock Jump™
with Pvt., Roger Holcarmnbe giving
ocut with a solo. “Brazil,” a smooth
stiyle arrangement with Pfe. Nick
Festa, the leader, giving out and
“Its Always You" with Cpl. Bob
Lewls cntrancing the audience
with his vocal reniditions.

Tuesday night the orchestra
will play for the USO dance in
Alliance, Nebr.

|USO SPEEDS TOWARD
COMPLETION

That attractive structure ris-
ing rapidly near the chief inter-
section of Box Butte in Alllance
is the USO which will goon be
ready for use and full occupancy.
Modecrn and treamlined, the build-
ing will do much to make the
lcisure hours of the men aof the
base more pleasant. Watch this
paper for the date of the faormal
opening of she new USO.

ORTH AFRICA (CNS — The
curvacious Nazi propagandist
known as Gertle from Berlin whao
has been beaming radio programa
from Germany to Nortl. Africa
is really Gertrude Hahn, a former
resident of Pittsburgh, who moved
to Germany {n 1938 to do propa-
ganda work.




ORCHESTRA BITS |

Pfe. Adolph E. Schneider %
Wel, since our orchestra has|,
been given the name of “Sky |,
Devils,” we will commence to tell |
you a few things about them. i
After hard work by Nick Festa |!
and Pfc. Roger Holcombe, they
have brought together a fine ag-
gregation of talented musiclans.

With Festa in charge of the
“Reeds,” which is alsa know as
the Saxophone depariment, Pri-
vates Davis, Henry and Reuhl find
it easy playing “styled to play"
music.

Roger F. Holcombe, an ace,
when it comes to trumpet players,
conducts the orchestration from |,
his end as If he weroe a master. He |
finds that Privates Towarth, Wood
and DeSanto are his three re-
maining aces. |

Guitarist Fredericks plays his
guitar ns if he were playing for
his last meal.

Bass Flddler Vermillion has a
super style of his own.

And last, but not lcast, we sa-
lute Frank Mascola, ace drummer,
in the newly formed orchestra.
You “hepcats,” who have heard
Krupa, have heard nothing until
you hear Private Mascola, who
haila from Quakertown, Penn.

‘They “bent” it out to the enjoy-
ment of “swingsters” all over Ne-
braska. Recently they played at
the Egyptian Theater in Scotts-
bluff, before a capacity house. The
orchestra wants to go all out in
complementing Bill Boston, man-
ager of the theater, for his fine
cooperation and his magnificent
decoration on the stage. Pvt, Lewls
vocalized severnl numbers mag-

niticently and won applause from
ha e
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ORCHESTRA BITS

Pfe. Adolph E. Schneider

Pfc. Roger F. Holcombe was
presented by Lt. Britton with a
nifty new trumpet. Roger startead
off with great pride by stripping
it down and washing it.

The “Sky Devils” are trying
now to dig up a little Paratrooper
ditty.

Recently they played for the
United Service Organization at
the Alliance Auditorium. Pfc. Fes-
ta and T/5 Lewis did the vocaliz-
ing, with “Nick"” singing “Murder
He Says.”

Also the *“Sky Devils" have
added a plano player to their
growing experienced orchestra, in
Private Grant Malme. This brings
the band number to 13.

Taking in consideration the
time spent organizing this up and
coming orchestra it has certainly
proven to us all what you can do
with individuals that do have
talent.

The men in the orchestra play
an average of about ten dances
per month, in and around Alli-
ance, Nebraska.

As a sidelight to this band they
may feature in the very near fu-
ture a talented vocalist from the
WAC side of the Air Base.

A negro soldier, Pvt. Griffin,
recuperating at the Base Hospital
ig sweating out his release. Why?
Well, the band played there re-
cently, for their benefit, and bhe
did so much jitterbugging that he
now has the doctors guessing.

CAMP VAN DORN, Miss.
(CNS) — Pfc. Frank Vito is no
gigolo but he married Miss Au-
drey C. Money of Washington
here anyway. /






