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W'JlmON ' MEc'HAN IZED ,:p.1 THE ",>" 

".,' :i, 

German forces occupying the CIIERBQtmG .;';.::" 
• " ~. - . : ;. ~ .:0., • 

b. Duration - The 24th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized as a 
complete unit participated in this campaign from 17 June 44 to 28 June 44. . 

,:' 

c. . Purpose - To compel the surrender of the German forces in the CHERBOURG 
PENINSULA. . ' 

'" 

:d.' Authority Ordering - Conunanding General, ETOUSA. 

e. Narrative 'of the 24th Cava1r,y Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized 
participating in the CHERBOURG Campaign. 

,., 

(1) A detachment of Troop "Btl, consisting 'of! '3 officers and' 64 enlisted 
men, Captain WALES VAmHAN, conunanding, departed from England, 5 June 44, with 
the mission of seizing and holding the lLE du LARGE, northerrunost of the lLES of 
St. MARCAUF, 6000 yards off the east coast of tre COTENTIN PENINSULA, covering 
the approach to UTAH BEACH. The detachment assaulted the island at H-2 hours, 
on D-day, 6 June 44, and found it heavily mined but unoccupied, They held the 
i~land for two days suffering 9 casualties from exploding mines and hostile 
artillery fire and were' relieved on the 8th of June at which time they moved 
a~hore and.prOvided local security for VII Corps Headquarters. They continued 
or this mission unt~lthe 16th of Jun~, at which time they reverted to squadron 
control.' '.' 

;--, ' (2'( The squadron, less the detachment from Troop "B", departedfrqm:~, .. :·, 
England'yia $OU'l'HAMPrON, the 14th of June 44, and landed in FRANCE.J~ .~~e' V:i,~.i;n­
ityof St.,.~IE du MONT, the 15th of June 44. The squadron was~:t1;.~hed..to,~,l}e, 
4th In:t:an~ry' D~vision the 16th of June 44, with the mission of relieving ;;t~e " ' 
22nd Ipfan~ry Regiment and establishing a counter-reconnaissa~~e ~creepalqng 
the high' groliildextending fro~ QUINEVILLE, 4000 yards to the we~t. Th~'4th Cav­
alry Reconhaissance Troop Mechanized, was attached, and the~~~ie+, of t~ainfan­
try was, accomplished by midnight of the same day. The scrceei\\~s established by 
~he 4th Reconnaissance Troop, Troop ''B'', 1 p1atool'\."pf.Tr~~;t"~!'.and Troop "C", 
e~tend~ng in tlJat, order from east to west, s~PI~r~-~"~y" t~'t'f.~l"'E!s of Troop, "E'!. 
Wlth Troop 'IF" an~ Troqp f1~ ", ,less one.«fp~t~,'..~. r~~e~ve\:~, On ,t~e 17th and 
18th of June, durlng :the hours of, ~l'f!l~S~" ~~i' e1llemy patrp1s,,~ttempted .to 
penetrate ·the screen unsuc.~essfl4~\'~';,~;i.~'Uie sarile, perio9-the entire squadron 
zo~~" r~ceived c~nstant interdictf94 artd'1iarassing fiJ:'es fr~m eneA,1T artillery and 
he'a!ym:>rtars., On the morning of ~the 19th of' June, Troop liCIt was ordered to:' r...··: ",. . ..
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secl:re a bridgehead on the north side of the SINOPE River in the vicinity. of 
SOURG de LESTRE. This mission was accomplished with one platoon at 1027 hours; 
shortly thereafter tIBCBt-atta.ck.ed with an estimated reinforced 
infantry company, fo a. 0 &'!IIh of the river' after suffer­
ing 15 casualties. ,. C . ',.;¥i T EN J cQmmanding, covered by 

j<a smoke screen, and preceea. -~ ion by Troop liE", recap­
tured the town at 1400 destroying an estimated" mans an d several anti-air­
craft and machine guns, and forcing tlieenemy to withdraw to the north. 

(3) On the 20th of June orders were received from the -4th. Infantry Divi­
sion detaching the 4th Reconnaissance Troop and extending our z(;>ne westward to 
the vicinity of VAUDREVILLE and requesting reconnaissance north andieast of the 
SINOPE Rivl?r. Troop "A", with one platoon of Troop "E" attached, was moved to 
the left flank and given the mission of reconnoitering north along the; st. MARTIN 
d t AUDOUVII.LE - Le VAST road to its junction with -the VALOGNFS - QUETTEHOU road' 
and of securing the bridge at HAU AUVRAY. This they accomplished at 2200 hours, 
capturing one German and de-arming the bridge which was prepared for demolition. 
·They were then given the mission of reconnoitering east to QUETTEHOU which they 
reached and entered at 2300 hours. Troop "C", \vith one platoon of Troop "E" 
attached, was moved to' the east flank and given the mission of reconnoitering 
north along the coast road to QUErTEHOU. This road was mined and full of craters 
and they only reached the vicinity of Le JARDIN at dark. Troop ·"B" continueq, to 
protect the division's right flank fr,om QUINEVILLE to VAUDREVILLE. The sqUadron 
CP and Troops "E", less detachplents, and "F" moved to the vicinity otVAuDREVIIJ..E. 

(4) On the 21st of June, Troop "A" reconnoitered northwest to \f;he vicin­
ity of Le VAST, which was cleared of the enell\V, and continued north to ·st. PIERRE 
- EPLISE, and there began a reconnaissance west in the zine between those two 
towns; bounded on the south by De SAm.E River and on the north by the St. PIERRE 
- IDLISE - CHERBOURG road. By 1945 they were in contact with strong ,enemy forces 
along the line GONNEVILLE - THEVILLE. Troop "C 1I reached QUErTEHOU at 1100 hours 
and .continued north to BARFLEUR encountering no enemy resistance. Seven isolated 
Germans surrendered at various points along the route of advance of this troop9 
The squadron CP and Troops "E", less deitachments, and "FlI moved to the vicinity 
of HAU DOUCEr. Troop "B" rema;ined along the line QUlliEVILLE - VAUDREVILLE pro­
tecting the division's right flank and rear. Company "BlI of the 80lst TD Battal­
ion was attached at 2200 and was given the mission of supporting the squadron, 
by fire, in its zone from a position in the vicinity of the QUINEVILLE ridge. 

(5) On the 22nd of June Troop "C" was given the mission of reconnoiter­
ing west in ·the zone - north boundary ENGLISH CHANNEL, east boundary BARFLElJR, 
south boundary BAR~EUR ":" GHERBO~G" road. By dark they were in contact with the 
enemy main l~~ ~t: te:~~stan6e~ which was a series of fortified areas extending 
north from; The 4th ReconnaissanceT,FNILLE ~h'rough· C,OSQ.UEVILLE to the channel. 
Troop was a " attached" to ~tne squadronrand initiated reconnaissance of the . 
enemy positio"s' at.,gb~~~l$.~,~i~.e ~TfJ.rH' o-p flAil '-:shieh was given the mission of 
protecting the right fI'cfb~ II' ~e f'I ry Regiment in the vicinity of 
PINiJ3m.. against strong enemy patro . 0> re infiltrating from the vicinity of 
GONNEVILLE. Troop liB" was movednorth''"to the vicinity of the squadron CP in 
reserve. The squadron captured-'a--totaL of terT' prisoners this date • ..... 

Dill 
..... -9:: ~'..., 
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(6) Orders 'Were-recei~d on the 23rd of June attaching the squadron to 
the 22nd Infantry with the mission of protecting the supply road from Le THEIL 
to PlliABEL. The zone was divided into three sectors, with Troop "Ai' on the .. 
north, Troop "B".in the ~~t~r :ap.q th~ ~th n.econna~s~ance Troop on the south. 
Troop "C" establ~shed a f.~~t.en-reconl\aJ..6sance scr~en~frbm st. PIERRE EGLISE 
north to the channel and ,u:rpUicii.ntia. do)1tact with the enedJy lines in that vicin­
ity by means of small patrois~ "'~m this date through the 25th of June the 
squadron IS mission remained unchanged lvhile the 22nd Infantry attached and re­
duced the enemy's strong points in the vicinity of CONNEVILLE. During this 
period Troop "A" repulsed an enemy counter-attack at 1945 on the 23rd of June in 
the vicinity of PINABEL~ killing 50 Germans, and forcing the remainder to with­
draw. Troop "F" successfully attacked the village of PINABEL in support of the 
22nd Infantry at 1000 on 23rd of June, killing 30 Germans, and assisting in the 
capture of many roore. Two tanks w.ere lost in this action by enemy anti-tahk 
fire but both tank crews escaped by foot and later rejoined their troop. This 
troop came to the assistance of Troop "A" in its action at 1945 the same day and ­
pursued the withdrawing Germans toward GONNEVILLE, killing an additional 50 
Germans. Troop "Fit in conjunction with the light tank company of the 70th Tank 
Battalion attacked GONNEVILLE in the vicinity of the BOIS de BLANQUEVRLE upon 
two seperate occasions on the 24th of June, as a diversion to cover infantry 
attacks in another sector. Both of the attacks and another, made singly on the 
25th of June, failed to penetrate the enemy's defenses due to road blocks and 
tank obstacles. From the 23rd of June through the 25th of June inclusive the 
squadron captured 47 prisoners. 

(7) On the 26th of June the 22nd Infantry attacked north to the 
}.:::,WPERTUS air-field with Troop ItAII protecting their west flank and Troop "c" 
protecting their east flank. Troop "B" protected their supply road {from Le ' 
THEIL to PINABEL •.- The 4th Reconnaissance Troop was ordered into squadron re­
serve in the vicinity of Le THEIL. Company "B" of the 80lst TD Battaliofl"passed 
to the control of the 22nd Infantry. The squadron CP moved to the vicinity of 
HAU AUX PIQUOTS with Troop "E", less detachments, and Troop .j'F" in squadron 
reserve in the vicinity of the squadron CP. A total of 106 prisoners were taken 
by the squadron on this date. 

(8) The squadron mission remained unchanged on the 27th· of June while 
the 22nd Infantry continued mopping up'operations among the enemy strong points 
north of MAPERTUS •. The. total number of prisoners taken by the squadron on this 
date· was 172. ..':\,'~:i~··:li r~.~ :,(~(..,,;., _ 

, ' .. 
(9) On the 28th ·of~"r~\u.il-~.:tbe squadron was reiieved from attachment to 

the 22nd Infantry and pas,se~, to ,control of the 4th Infantry Division and was . 
assigned the .ifiission of reconnQi~ring_.a1). coastal installations from CHERBOURG 
to QUlliEVII.LE. Troop "B",~a~,assig~ed'the' zone from CmROOURG to BARFLEUR and 
Troop ItC" the zone BARFLIDR -to QU1NEV:rr.1E. The 4th Reconnaissance Troop was 
detached on this date. The r_inder of the squadron mC>ved to Le VAST and began 
routine .rnaintenanceand r~organiiat:ion.. No further enemy resistance was encount­
ered in :the squadron zone: on the COTEN·Tlli PENINSULA • 

. ,. ~'~L 
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"';'4­----(10) The ..Squa~~of) /TAl the ~efiOd O~ }? ,~une to 28 Jun0 44: 

".:.. , . DestrOY4lffbl .' . ",...'J 

CaPt:u.~d 342'· ~e~ ;'.ca~ r
'. ,,;' t 

fi"f~.:·"'> 
'" ,:, . (JtJJll'~ 

'. ~ Suffered ~e following losses: " 
! 1 • :\; 

Killed in action - 11 

Wounded in action - 45 
,. : (.' 1: .;") 

,', , :1 Missing in action - 3. , 
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On _1111 ~ I It ~lC;~;~~Jf~Wlched to the 101st Air Borno
Infuntr/U11~ QP'3 ~j ~ved ,fronil Virandeville 14.9 miles north 
to Beaumont Hague • \ 14._ . ,,'. 

On 2 July 1944, the squadron wos given the mission of reconnoitering 
tho peninsula. north of the highway joining Chorbourg and Les Pieux i'/i~h 

the following duties: , . :., J :;, ,',' .• I

• ". -:;0... 
1. Capture or destroy 0.11 German stragglors. 
2. Report the location of eneny coastal guns, fortifications, in­

stallations, and supply dumps. 
3.· Cooperate with civilian officials in the preservation of law and 

order. 
4. Report tho location of the dead to the graves registration. 

On 3 July 1944, tho squadron .ms att~ched to the 4th Cavalry Group 
and trom this date to July 9, it perforr.lcd substantially the same mission, 
although tho area of reconnaissance ,ms reduced to half the area of the 
pen1;nsula. 

. . . 
The squadron \ms detached from the 4th Cavalry Group and attached 

to the 9th Infantry Division at 1730, 10 July 1944. Orders wore received 
verbally thru group headquarters to proceed to the vicinity of Graignes 
(420777) • Tho squadron moved as a unit and arrived at the new bivouac area 
at 1345, 11 July 1944. At 1535 the squadron ViaS ordered to relieve Company 
K, .2d Battalion, 60th Infa.ntry, along the road bordering the Lozon River 
bottom area from the vicinity of Raut Vernoy sQuth to 10 Mesnil Angot, es­
tablished a road block on the road running west to Tribehou Island, and 
protect the west flank of t~c division. Troop B v~s given the mission and 
effected,tho relief at 1725, 11 July 1944. Meanwhile Troop E went into 
firing position near the squadron CP and registored on Tribehou village 
prepared to support any action of our troops against the enemy on tho is­
land. Troops A, C, and F remained in squadron reserve ncar the squadron 
CP. The enemy detected movement while relief 'IaS in progress and delivered 
some small arms fire on our position from the island. Approximately 150 
artillery shells landed along our line during the late afternoen and even­
ing. No casualties resulted from the enemy fire and actual contact was not 
established with t he enemy this date. Due to the character of the enomy 
fire it was felt that ho might attempt to counter-attack along Troop Bls 
line, so Troop A \~s sent to reinforce tho line that Troop B Was protoct­
ing. At 2100 Troop A took over tho 1~6 ~uth of the· island roa4 from road 
junction 408755 to 10 Mesnll..Ap.got. Troop''B shifted its' platoons to the 
north of road junction 408~~nd both t~ops established additional road 
blocks.' TlTO \70unC:e(~ P:I ~~: &:·p~ur",d 111 ~ Dui1<.~i.l'lg in Gr'11moD. . 

~.,~.. to. ....", ~ \ ~ 
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The 12th of July was spent in reconna:;_ssance of appraaches to the 
island. Early in the morning patrols were sent out to reconnoiter the 
area between our line and Tribehou Island. The patrols returned and re­
ported that thMI'de on the .. y t.o the island had been destroyedcause~

by tho enemy; 0 J s~aSI\rffPmDear the west end or the 
cause~y at 40 ' I ,y r s, lil~\" ", and small ams fire was 
received from a . s'", 1!lie t. f the blovm. bridge. No 
casualties were sustained by thesc'pat!"ols a ough their mission wo.s 
dangerous. and difficult. Taking them' :t0r \'lithin,'a feVi ynrds of enemy posi­
tions.. Enemy artillery shells contin'11eB. to fall along our line' on 12 July 
but no casualties resulted. Troop E rtas 'ordered, to place rire in the vic­
inity of the blo\'ffi bridge and also in the 'v111are of Tribohou where it 'i'lnS 

beliuved that the ,enomy had an OPin a cliurcl~ ,tower overlooking our lines. 
Troop E, firing as a battery, laidrcpdated:~oncentrationsof groat inten­
sity qn' the island. This observed firo wns extremely effective causing 
the oneD1Y many casualties and greatly reducing tho effectiveness of his 
art'illery. Furthor reconnais sance of the blovm bridge now ooca';lo neces­
sary as it vms contemplated tpat the squadron would assault and take the 
island dismounted early on t~ 13th of JulY4 A three nnnpatrol from'Troop 
B moved at 1500, on 12 July along the roadYlost to\'lar,d the ,island. When 
they were approxll,mtely 75 yards fron the bridge a GerDan patrol fired at 
them with a machine pistol. Tho nonloapcd into a s\~np and roturned ~­
hurt, ropqrting the location of the petrol and the fact that the bridge 
was cOr.1pletely dCI:lolished. Troop E' placed nn accurate ':nrtil16ri ~ concen- , 
tration in tho vicinity of ,thebridgq and at 20 anotl;l&r',pa,trol'.r.1oVed,to:, 
the bridge and finding it 'UnoccUpied cros,sed ito tho ·wo~.te:rri'''tip 'or-the, ':, 
island. Tho Comnanding General 9th DiVision, directed that t~e' isltJ:nd.,-··bo· 
secured during the night of 12-13 July. One platoon of'Troop B,' LtRupin 
comnanding, proceeded at 2300 west along the road, noved across the bridge, 
contactLd our friendly p~trol, and established a bridgehead on the island 
400 yards in depth and oxtendinglOO yards to eithor flank. 

Tribohou, Island was sccured on 13 July and the squtldron extendod to 
the south. A second platoon frOl:l'Troop B, Lt; Ha:v~s,tic~,q?r,1Danding, .noved 
at 130200 July across the bridge, through Lt Rubin ,sbrldgohchd·,·;a-nd sccur­
ed the tovm of Tribohouat'b445 TIith no opposition., This information was 
reported to division and we requested that the bridge be' roprdred by engin­
eers.' . The bridge was cOr.lpletcd by 1200, 13 July, 8 nd ,Tr,!oP. C moved mounted 
over the bridge to the island relieving TroQP B at approxinatoly 1700. 
Troop C had the additional mission of establishing a cotmtqr-reconnaissance 
screen on the rn.a~land west of the island, with a series of road blocks', 
to protect thelo;rt flank of tho' 9th Division which VIas I:loving south. At' 
2200 the squadron, less Troop C, noved' to a new bivouac ~rC!a south of Tri­
behou. Upon arr;lval at the:no\;U);r~, !1:roop·A occupie.c;1lQ,;Lirie'sotith 'of,the 
island to 3~7~1~. TrooPsl~." F, (ran~ E i"70!:'9;" :tn,'"sq~dron, ralarvo in the vici­
nity of ~hesqut\dron CP. l\...~4? ~1i.'.;t'1e~~, ta'ke~\ tpJ.s date;~ . 

1. ~ U' ~ f. OJ \~ ..~ ~~ fri 1.. (,.,t i., ... l' 
'l, .:: ~ .. 

The 'squadron oiss1'on ronained unchangGld tho 14th of July amL,the day
 
proved unevontful except for sporadic artillery fire which, up to now~ had
 
caused us very fe,lI casualties. At 1615 thQ' ~qua4I:'on was attached to the
 
330th Infantry Regiment of the 83d Infantry ~ivision, which had ooved into
 

_the area ..lust of .the, 59utilern.:.end of o~_cC?U:tlter-reco~issance line. Troop 
E mairitained hartassing firo on enemy pos:Lt::rono.. " t ide of the 
Lozon River froI:l 37972~ to 381708. Troops B and F rema'ined inJsquadr~!l_ re ­
'se:r:.yo with troop W· firing position. Three PVls were taken during the day. 
w-1J t';', ' 
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.__D~ing the night of' the 14";15 July the :00 ·:no..tti 'W~~try a1rt~~ ,the 

squadron to protect the left. flarikfrom our pr~~~posltion, during the 
regimenUs attack on the village of Rcmllly Sur-Lozon whlcll as scheduled 
to be launched at 1000, 15 July 1944. Troops A a.nd ·C .wore left in their 
present position where Troop A \~S in contact .with th~~t flank of the 
~antry. Troop B \1QS taken from rese~e Jl.tl~ ..m._~v~· .\lo"T~*Vre~r of the lead­
~ng bat~alion of the 330th Inf~W "P.repar'~d to fill a'g;.~. iwh~ch "Iould come 
~nto ex~stance between the~~~4. \Bnd~: 60th Infantry ·when;--·the 330th pushed 
,lest and the 60th continued South. The attack on the morning of the 15 July 
WiS postponed until 1130. Troop B moved :into position between the 330th and 
60th Infantry Regiments which placed them about 200 yards south of the east ­
west highway at 4107l0~ Troop B's advance to the south was made in face of 
fairly heavy machine gun and small arms fire although they sustained no cas­
ualties. At approximately 2100, the infantry line ceased their movement 
and TroQP B maintained contact botween the t~o regimental flanks for the 
remainder of the night. At 2130 the 9th Roco~~aissance Troop, loss one 
platoon, \IDS attached to the squadron, although it did not move into our 
area until the next morning. 13 PHs \lOre taken this date. 

On the 16th of J~y tho squadron \IDS engaged in filling,tho gap be­
tween tho linos of the 60th and 330th Infantry Regiments. Troop A moved 
to the vicinity of the cross road south of Remilly-~ur-Lozon which plac~d 
them in the roar of the 330th Infantry. From this vicinity they moved 
south and east to gain contact with tho right flank of Troop B, a s the gap 
between the two infantry rogiments bocame too wide for Troop Bto covor 
effectively. Troop C oxtended its line of road blocks to the south occupy­
ing positions previously held by Troop A. Troop E continued to fire in 
direct support of Troops A and B. The 9th Reconnaissance Troop ~pok~bver 
the protedtion of Tribehou Island and in addition moved south to' gain con-· 
tact with Troop CIS right flank at 390723, thereby covering the area vaca­
ted by Troop A. 7 PWs were taken this date, 

'the situation remained unchanged until 0920. 17 July, at which time 
Troop c ,ms ordered to leave it's pO$ition~ and move to tho vicinity Les 
Champs De Losque to cover the gap between the first and 2d Battalions of 
the 330th Infantry as they continued their advance to tho ,lest. The 9th 
Reconnaissance Troop covered the area vacated by Troop C.with mounted pat­
rols. The 1st and 2d Platoons of Troop F were a~~ached .to the 1st and 2d 
Battalions of the 330th Infantry to provide suppo~t for the infantry during 
their advance. The 3d Platoon of Troop F \~s moved to the vicinity Les 
Champs De Losque in readiness to assist either battalion. Troop E remained 
in position firing q~ targets of opportunity on all troop fronts. At ap­
proximately 1530 tho .1st Platoon of Troop F participated in a coordinated 
attack with the 1st Battalion of the 330th Infantry~ Hostile anti-tank 
fire destroyed two of our tanks, however, th~ orov~ were only slightly in­
jured. Mean;:»hilo the 2d Battalion of the 3J.'O~\ Infantry encountered such 
stiff rosistance in its CP at .394700 with\?t~lhtoons on line and 1 pla~oon 
in reserve. At 1600, Troop A wasreJ~'c'ved from the mission of maintaining 
contact botvleen tho' right flank o£~. T;roop B and tho left flank of the 330th 
Infantry, and ~us ordered to ~ke a reconnaissance of the area west of the 
river and betwoon tho two bigh~mys to their junction at 363687. This recon­
naissance for the rcmainder of the &y consisted of/dismounted patrols. At 
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0900 on tho 17th of J Captain Norman, whci'" was coimnanding Troop A,' ,'IDS ­
wounded in a small pa on. Captain 'No!l"innn Tot1il"Y1ed to his troop 
CP and familiariZOd, ' j~emY: s:ituat~on befo~e he was e:vac­
uatcd. 1st Lt Barre " if ~nd of Troop A at 1200, 17 
July. At 1700 Troops A a, e''Bn'ely accurate concen­
tration by Troop E attacked a smal 'ch had beon holding' 
up the ndv!lnce of the line all day. Th s . t 'c ,ed the enemy, to ",Iitl:l,­
<ir'UYI and soven P\;s' were 'taken. From the tovm Tr Annd B procoedffd onG­
half mile to tneSciuth'where contact between the 60th Infantry an tho" left 
ilil.<f'Troop.'C on 'th~'i:right ....IUS again es-tablished.' 'Three men from.,Trqdp A 
.10rosoriolisli .:ioUnded dtJring this acttion when their t ton truck 'VJnS des­
tro'y:ed by a'Gdman' toller ~o.' ' ' ..": "{' .. " . 

'j . ~ . 

; , 'On the 18th of July at daVID a 'small enemy force estironted' to be 40 
men' and 2 officors attempted' 'to counter-attack an the 'sector held by Troops 
A and :s!':, The attack wns successfully repulsed' with cleven knO\m enemy 
killed, four Y/ou:tlded, al1d ~iXciaptured iiicluding one officer. 'Troop B lost 
tuo ~a.lled r.nd 'aix wounded'in this: action~ 'and'Troop a suffl:;lred no losses. 

.-/,,,, 
:,.....--.. The enemy again oountor-at~a~ked at 1430 ~n tho vicinity of tho Troop A 

sector and the attack was repulsed with no losses to ouTside and ,only one 
knovm enemy killed. At 1630 the sqt1."'.dr0n CP received n heavy enemy artil­
lery concentra-tion during whiCh one man was killed and three woundod. The 
9th Reconnais~anco Troop captured four priso~crs in the vicinity' of 371738. 

On July the',l9th ~he squadron v7clS relieved from assignment td the' 83d 
Infantry Division and ~as,attached to the 2d Armored Division. The 106th 
Cavalri'ROconnaissance Squadron took over our scctor and relief v~s accom­
pli'shod by noon. At 1620 the squadron moved to the vicinity of Bordigny, 
a 'd~stanceof 12.6 miles. Troop B ~~s attached to the VII Corps :Hendquarters 
tit this time. From the 19th of July through tho 26th of July,tha::squadron 
'remained in bivouac in the vicinity of BordignYJ and performed"mniritenance 
of 'vehicles, arms, and equipment. Hedge-cutting devices' were i~talled on 
the tanks and assault guns during ,this period. 

, , 

Pursuant to instruct~ons contained in Field Order;14, 2d Armored Divi­
'srfcin the Squadron reconnoitered to tho south at 2706.00 :July through the 
:aron previously bomood by tho air corps and establishe'd.g ·CP at 0930 in 
the vicinity of St. ~~rtin De Bon Fosse aftor trave~ing'13.5 miles. :Ele­
msnts of the 2d Armored Division were engr.ged in elirninating,enemy.,arlllOTcd
'artd anti-tank resistance in the vicinity of Lo luestlil Herman, a;!):d'!,:~hetown 

'v.,as cleared at approximately 1300. At 1500 a task,'f'orce consts't:\:ng',of.,th~ 
'3d i'Battalion 66th Regiment, Troup A and the 3d: Pla'todn of' Troop"F., ;,24thCav­
~lry Reconnai~sance Squndrtn~ -n~~"~,\tach,ed, eng,in"e~rs~ ~t COl, Parker~Q0mmand­
1ng, .es ordcPcd to proce , 11~.o.atiea~t ~~d:'J;Elg0n1!01ter Jll force tOL'Tessy Sur 
Vir:. A second task ,fore It;,~~ ~~g ,~~ e~" 66th Armored~h"O~': :rt.r1j.U?~, 
RegJ.Inent, tho 24th Cav.alry Reco isean~a-Sq.: ~~ss ~oop A), and one 
company' of tho 22d Infantry, ViaS ordere<l' to ;' tied \;f7:Q'fiyh land, racoMO i tor 
in force to the vicinity of Ville Baudon. The enenfy~~od vigorous de­
laying action along both routes. The first task force pushed the onemy to, 
the south and at, 2130 elements of the:task force were withdrawn t.o,·the 

~l.sav4lg T~oOp A: $Jldtl1~".':34 platoon, of 'l'r~ to block thQ..Jmemy' for 
the night in tho 'viciriity'ot"te Meanil Opac, 'with orders 'to continue their 

~·-,oi ,,.. _•• 'IIt.. ... 
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a pen-motor <fe/cnse 

_'lri8.sk', torce pushed. tho , 
t~'night approxi­
!~ 'on the 27th July. 

on the night of 27-28 
July with dismounted patrols maintaining contact with thE> enemy. Interrnit ­
tont enemy shelling continued on both fronts during the night. 

Thel ",s~¢nt :~ ~lftt., south against stiff enemy re~is-...",
 
tance, t :bjgctiv.e 14' 280230 ~tily our IPVl t:am disco~-
ored fro • h"Zd 18:-. ' ReconnaJ.Ssance Battal~on was b~v-
ouaced 800 yards to the south of the 2d Task Force position. At dawn, both 
fotces ~ele attacked by the enemy and both attacks were repulsed with no , 
ground lost. Troop A attacked at 1000 and secured the high ground south of 
Lo Mesnil Opac. The second task force drove south at 0700 and captured' 
Ville l3audon at noon. At approximately 1600 ~!'oop A with. the, j Platoon of 
Troop F attached was again counter-attacked by a superior enemyforco which 
had been gaining strength by reinforcements all day; they succeeded in hold­
ing their position however. At 1700 the 1st and 2d Platoons of Troop F were 
attached to the 1st and 2d Battalions, 66th Armored Regiment respectively. 
The 3d Battalion 66th Armored Regiment relieved Troop A and the 3d Platoon 
Troop F reverted to battalion control. Troop A romained in the same gener­
al vicinity that night and returned to the squedron bivouac area the morn­
ing of 29 July. 23 PWs were taken. by the squndron on 28 July. 

At 290915 July, the squadron CP v~s shelled and Lt Seery and four en­

listed men were wounded and evacuated. Tho CP wos immediately moved 800
 
yards to the west. During the remainder of the day Troops A end C worked
 
lateral reconnaissance to tho cast. Troop E vms hold in squadron ro::ferve.
 
13 PHs Vlere taken by thc squadron on July 29. '
 

On ~he 30 July the squadron performed security for assigned ~its of 
CCA. We had no contact with the enemy. On the night of 30-31 July the 
squadron ~nd the rear echelon which v'l'dS loco. ted north of Les Mesnil Herman 
both were subjected to enE>my air~raids. Tho rear echelon suffered throe 
casualties which were evaoUated during the hight. Three PHs wera taken by 
the &quadron on July 30. 

On the morning of the 31st of July, the squedron stood by alerted for 
immediate movement. At approximately 1300, eCA,received thE> mission of 
moving cast through the o.roa boundod by tho roads joining Deniserre, 'Tessy 
Sur Vire, and Ville Baudon and destroying all enemy in the are;a with Tessy 
Sur Vire as an objce·t1v~. ,At 1530 the squadron ~eceivod the mission of 
moving east through a soctor approxima~ely one kilometer wide which ~ms sit ­

, uatod just north of cnd parallel tOtthe~ighway running east from Ville 
aaudon to TeBsy Sur Vire, to des~~~nomy snipers in'the aroa, pass through 
the infantry lino, and co~tact and protect the north flank of tho 66th Ar­
mored Regiment. Troop:\F6'evox:ted td.;' squadron control at 1530 • The squadron 
less Troop F mOV&l~ii~.~~~;toan assombly area approxima~oly t'kilo..~eter 
northwost of ~" ~l'Il'roop C 'crossed th.e hig~way, wh~ch ,IllS ,des~gna-
ted as the 'nd movGd east in line of skirmishers,followed by 
200 yards ~, '. Troop E was held dismount.ed in'squadron reserve and 
Troop F aS~Cd mounted just east of the highv~y on our north flanlc~ 
Meanwhile the enemy Zd Panzer Division had launohed a determined cotintor­
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a~tack nccompan~od bi an 'extremely heavy artillery barrage which caused 
the ;66th Armored Rogimont. and ,,~th~ infantry to withdra~1 to the southe&st. 
This, chango of direction left ii. 'gop,'bctween ,tlw ~!i r1an~ of Troop C 
nnd the loft flank of the 66th ArmoredRogil!le~1 "squadron cocmander 
immediately;sont TrQop E dismounted and one P1a'ilta" 'of Troop F mounted to ­
tho sO\ltheast to es'tab1ish contact. When this \lOS accomplished Troop C 
fo110w.od by' Troop A ~wung south and mde o,ontact with Troop E.. At 2200 
the 66th ArnlOriJd Regiment m.e on the high groUnd south of the high,,'Illy and 
southeast of Ville. &'OOon. Troop E and 1 p1ntolm of Troop F were on the 
north f lank of the armor with their loft flank south of the highway. and at 
the cross rqad due cast of and appro~imntoly 3 kilometers from Ville Bnudon. 
Tr09P'C uns disposed on tho ridge which continued north from Troop El s posi­
tion, p.nd 'Troop A.:W!ls' 'on tho forward slope of the ridge:: and north of Troop 
c. Sq~dl!"0n. headciuar~ers and the rcooinder of TroQ,P F were 0 t 442467., 
Heavy artillery concentrations were delivered by both' sides throug~~ut the 
night. ­

, 
: Th9 squadron during the rn~mth 6f' July 1944: 'destroyed approximately 

350 Ge:rjnanB, captured 91 Germans. . 
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