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b “jW'  HISTORY OF o

24TH CAVALRY RECONNAISSANCE - SQUﬁﬁRON MEGHAHIZED : e ——

: FROM
o JUNE 1944 THROUGH 28 JUNE 19&4
Im Col. F. H. GASTON, Jr., Commanding. -

1. HISTORY OF THE ‘}& ON ' MECHANIZED IN THE
CHERBOURG CAMPAIGN

a, Name - Gampaign against the German forces occupying the CHERBOURG
PENINSULA.

x:

b Duration - The 24th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized as a
complete unit partlclpated in this campaign from 17 June 44 to 28 June 44, '

Ce Purpose - To compel the surrender of the German forces in the CHERBOURG
PENINSULA.

B Attty Oidetid - Eoukhnii e, Gaferaly. BOML.

€ ﬁarrative‘of the 24th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron Mechanized
participating in the CHERBOURG Campaign. :

(1) A detachment of Troop "B", consisting of''3 officers and 64 enlisted
men, Captain WALES VAUGHAN, commanding, departed from England, 5 June 44, with
the mission of seizing and holding the IIE du LARGE, northernmost of the ILES of
St. MARCAUF, 6000 yards off the east coast of the COTENTIN PENINSULA, covering
the approach to UTAH BEACH., The detachment assaulted the island at H=2 hours,
on D-day, 6 June 44, and found it heavily mined but unoccupied, They held the
island for two days suffering 9 casualties from exploding mines and hostile
artillery fire and were relieved on the 8th of June at which time they moved
ashore and. provided local security for VII Corps Headguarters, They continued
on this mission untll the 16th of Junq, at which time they reverted to squadron
control._ ;

(2)  The squadron, less the detachment from Troop "BY, departed frqm %
England ‘via SOUTHAMPTON, the 1l4th of June 44, and landed in FRANCE in the vicin—
ity of St. MARIE du MONT the 15th of June 44. The squadron was attached.to the
4th Infantry Division the 16th of June 44, with the mission of re119v1ng the *
22nd Infantry Regiment and establishing a counter-reconnaissance screen along
the high ground extending from QUINEVILLE, 4000 yards to the west, The 4th Cave
alry Reconhaissance Troop Mechanized, was attached, and the relief of the infan-
try was accomplished by midnight of the same day. The screeh,was established by
the 4th Reconnaissance Troop, Troop "B, 1 platoon, of Troobu"L" and Troop "C",
extending in that order from east to west, supperted by'theﬁflrés of Troop "E“
with Troop "F" and Troop "A",.less one platogn,+in raserve.- On .the 17th and
18th of June, during the hours of darknésé, smalL énemy patrols. attempted to
penétrate ‘the screen unsuccessfully?-ﬂﬁur;hg the same period the entire squadron
zZong received constant interdiction ‘afid Marassing fires from enepy artillery and
heavy mnrtars.- On the morning of ‘the 19th of June, Troop "C" was ordered to
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secyre a bridgehead on the north side of the SINOPE River in the vicinity of
BOURG de LESTRE, This mission was accomplished with one platoon at 1027 hours;

shortly thereafter t oygt -attacked with an estimated reinforced
infantry company, fo a ol A gmeth of the river after suffer—
ing 15 casualties, .fﬁ 5 jR;EN, commanding, covered by
a smoke screen, and preceed e R {f ion by Troop "E", recap-

tured the town at 1400 destroying an estlmated mans an d several anti-air-
craft and machine guns, and forcing the enemy to withdraw to the north.

(3) On the 20th of June orders were received from the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion detaching the Ath Reconnaissance Troop and extending our zone westward to
the vicinity of VAUDREVILLE and requesting reconnaissance north and .east of the
SINOPE River. Troop "A", with one platoon of Troop "E!" attached, was moved to
the left flank and given the mission of reconnoitering north along the St., MARTIN
d! AUDOUVILLE -~ Le VAST road to its junction with'the VALOGNES — QUETTEHOU road-
and of securing the bridge at HAU AUVRAY. This they accomplished at 2200 hours,
capturing one German and de-arming the bridge which was prepared for demolition.

‘They were then given the mission of reconnoitering east to QUETTEHOU which they

reached and entered at 2300 hours. Troop "C", with one platoon of Troop "E"
attached, was moved to the east flank and giv en the mission of reconnoitering
north along the coast road to QUETTEHOU. This road was mined and full of craters
and they only reached the vicinity of Le JARDIN at dark, Troop 'B" continued to
protect the division's right flank from QUINEVILLE to VAUDREVILLE. The squadron
CP and Troops "E", less detachments, and "F" moved to the wvicinity of VAUDREVILLE.

(4) On the 21st of June, Troop "A" reconnoitered northwest to the vicin-
ity of Le VAST, which was cleared of the enemy, and continued north to St. PIERRE
~- BGLISE, and there began a reconnaissance west in the zine between those two
towns; bounded on the south by De SAIRE River and on the north by the St. PIERRE
~ EGLISE - CHERBOURG road. By 1945 they were in contact with strong .enemy forces
along the line GONNEVILLE - THEVILLE. Troop "C" reached QUETTEHOU at 1100 hours
and continued north to BARFLEUR encountering no enemy resistance, Seven isolated
Germans surrendered at various points along the route of advance of this troop,
The squadron CP and Troops "E", less detachments, and "F" moved to the vicinity
of HAU DOUCET. Troop "B" remalned along the line QUINEVILLE - VAUDREVILLE pro-
tectlng the division's right flank and rears Company "B" of the 80lst TD Battal-
ion was attached at 2200 and was given the mission of supporting the squadron,
by fire, in its zone from a position in the vieinity of the QUINEVILLE ridge.

(5) On the 22nd of June Troop "C" was given the mission of reconnoiter-
ing west in the zone - north boundary ENGLISH CHANNEL, east b oundary BARFLEUR,
south boundary BARFLEUR - CHERBOURG.road, By dark they were in contact with the
enemy main line of reslstance, which was a series of fortified areas extending
north from TEEVILLE Ehfough QQSQUEVILLE to the channel, The A4th Reconnaissance
Troop was ﬁh attached to the squadron and initiated reconnaissance of the
enemy positio st at GO ell "A" which was given the mission of
protecting the right f %ﬁim’ Regiment in the vicinity of
PIN.BIEL against strong enemy patro re infiltrating from the vicinity of
GONNEVILLE. Troop "B" was moved north to the vicinity of the squadron CP in
reserve, The squadron captured-a total of tenm prisoners this date. =
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(6) Orders were recelgeu on the 23rd of June attaching the squadron to
the 22nd Infantry with the mission of protecting the supply road from Le THEIL
to PINABEL. The zone was divided into three sectors, with Troop "A" on the
north, Troop "B" in the genter and the Ath Reconnaissance Troop on the south.
Troop "C" established a cdbntenhreconnaxssanae screen ‘from St. PIERRE EGLISE
north to the channel and Ma éined dontact with the enemy lines in that viecin-
ity by means of small patrols’ ®‘From this date through the 25th of June the
squadron's mission remained unchanged while the 22nd Infantry attached and re-
duced the enemy's strong points in the vicinity of CONNEVILLE, During this
period Troop "A" repulsed an enemy counter-attack at 1945 on the 23rd of June in
the vicinity of PINABEL, killing 50 Germans, and forcing the remainder to with-
draw, Troop "F" successfully attacked the village of PINABEL in support of the
22nd Infantry at 1000 on 23rd of June, killing 30 Germans, and assisting in the
capture of many more, Two tanks were lost in this action by enemy anti-tank
fire but both tank crews escaped by foot and later rejoined their troop. This
troop came to the assistance of Troop "A" in its action at 1945 the same day and
pursued the withdrawing Germans toward GONNEVILLE, killing an additional 50
Germans, Troop "F" in conjunction with the light tank company of the 70th Tank
Battalion attacked GONNEVILLE in the vicinity of the BOIS de BLANQUEVILLE upon
two seperate occasions on the 24th of June, as a diversion to cover infantry
attacks in another sector. Both of the attacks and another, made singly on the
25th of June, failed to penetrate the enemy's defenses due to road blocks and
tank obstacles. From the 23rd of June through the 25th of June inclusive the
squadron captured 47 prisoners.

(7) On the 26th of June the 22nd Infantry attacked north to the
LAUPIRTUS air-field with Troop "A" protecting their west flank and Troop "C"
protecting their east flank, Troop "B" protected their supply road from Le :
THEIL to PINABEL.  The 4th Reconnaissance Troop was ordered into squadron ré-
serve in the vicinity of Le THEIL. Company "B" of the 80lst TD Battalioh passed
to the control of the 22nd Infantry. The squadron CP moved to the vicinity of
HAU AUX PIQUOTS with Troop "E", less detachments, and Troop "F" in squadron
reserve in the vicinity of the squadron CP. A total of 106 prisoners were taken
by the squadron on this date.

(8) The squadron mission remained unchanged on the 27th. of June while
the 22nd Infantry continued mopping up operations among the enemy strong points
north of MAPERTUS. The total number of prisoners taken by the squadron on this
date was 172. : G e 5 Iy

(9) On the 28th of:Jnne the squadron was relieved from attachment to
the 22nd Infantry and passed. to, control of the 4th Infantry Division and was
assigned the mission of reconnolterlng all coastal installations from CHERBOURG
to QUINEVIILE. Troop "B" was assigned the zone from CHERBOURG to BARFLEUR and
Troop "C" the zone BARFLEUR ‘to QUINEVILLE. The 4th Reconnaissance Troop was
detached on this date. The remainder of the squadron moved to Le VAST and began
routine maintenance -and reorganlaatlon. No further enemy resistance was encount-

ered in the sqpadron zone on the COTENTIN PENINSULA
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(10) The squadron the period of 16 June to 28 June 44:
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On ﬂkdron wag tte)ched to the 10lst Air Borne
Infuntry 3 OF; tris thgved | from| Virandeville 14.9 niles north

to Boaumont-Haguo.

On 2 July 1944, the squadron was givon the mission of reconnoitering
the peninsula north of the hlghﬁay joining Cherbourg and Les Picux uzth
the follouzng duties: %3 ;

1. Capture or destroy all German stragglers. o .

2. Report the location of enemy coastal guns, fortifications, in-
stallations, and supply dumps,

3. Cooperate with civilian officials in the prcservatlon of law and
order.

4. Report the location of thc decad to the graves registration,

On 3 July 1944, the squadron was atteched to the 4th Cavalry Group
and from this date to July 9, it performcd substantially the same mission,
although the area of reconnaissance was reduced to half the aroa of the
peninsula,

The squadron was detached from the 4th Cavalry Group and attached
to the 9th Infantry Division at 1730, 10 July 1944. Orders werc received
verbally thru group hcadquarters to proceed to the vicinity of Graignes
(420777). The squadron moved as a unit and arrived at the new bivouac area
at 1345, 11 July 1944. At 1535 the squadron was ordered to relicve Company
K, 2d Battalion; 60th Infantry, along the road bordering the Lozon River
bottom arca from the vicinity of Haut Vernay south to Le lesnil Angot, es-
tablished a road block on thc road running west to Tribehou Island, and
protect the west flank of thc division. Troop B was given the mission and
effected the relief at 1725, 11 July 1944. Meanwhile Troop E went into
firing position near the squadron CP and registered on Tribehou village
prepared to support any action of our troops against the cnemy on thc is-
land, Troops 4, C, and F remaincd in squadron rescrve ncar the squadron
CP, The enemy detected movement while relief was in progress and delivered
some small arms fire on our position from the island, Approximately 150
artillery shells landed along our line during the late aftcrnoon and even-
ing., No casualties resulted from the cnemy firc and actual contact was not
established with the enemy this date. Duec to the character of the cncmy
fire it was felt that he might attempt to counter-attack along Troop B's
llno, so Troop A was sent to reinforce ths line that Troop B was protect-
ing, At 2100 Troop A took over the liné Bouth of the island road from road
junetion 408755 to Le Mosnil.Angpt. Troop B shifted its platoons to the
north of road junection 408?59 ‘and both troops establishcd addltlonal road
blocks, © Tio younded Pﬂ'ﬂcr% c:ptur 2 in a bBuilding Iin Groigneco,
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The 12th of July was spent in reconnaissance of appreaches to the
island, Early in the morning patrols were sent out to reconnoitcr the
area between our line and Tribehou Island. The patrols returned and re-
ported that the ﬁa on the causeway to the island had been destroyed

by the enemy; o mcar the west end of the
r S
received from a

causewy at 40 DY and small arms fire was

# §f the blown bridge. No
casualties were sustained by these’ patrols altho ¢
dangerous and difficult, Taking thom Yo within a fow yards of enemy posi
tions, Enemy artillery shclls contimic8 to f£all along our line on 12 July
but no ecasualtics resulted. Troop E was ordared to place fire in the vic-
inity of the blown bridge and also in the villege of Tribehou where it was
believed that the enemy had an OP in a ¢hurch tower overlooking our lines.
Troop E, firing as a battery, laid repoated-noncentratlons of great inten-
sity-qnvtha island, This observes# fire was cxtremcly effective causing
the encmy many casualties and greatly rcducing the offectivencss of his
artillery. Further reconnaissance of the blown bridge now became neces-
sary as it was contcomplated that the squadron would assault and take the
island dismounted early on th® 13th of July, A thrce man patrol from'Troop
B moved at 1500, on 12 July along the road west toward the island., When
they were approximatcly 75 yards from thc bridge a German patrol fired at
them with a machine pistol. The mon leaped into a swenp and returned un-
hurt, reporting the location of th¢ patrol and the fact that thc hridge
was conplctcly dermolished, Troop E placed an accuratc artillory concen=
tration in the vicinity of the bridge and at 20 another patrol moved to L,
the bridge and finding it unoccupied crossed to the western'tip ‘of the *
island, The Commanding General 9th Division, directed that the island: be
secured during the night of 12-13 July, One platoon of Troop B, Lt Rubin
comnanding, proceeded at 2300 west along the road, moved across the bridge,
contactcd our friendly patrol, and established a bridgchcad on the 1sland
400 yards in depth and oxtending 100 yards to cither flank,

Tribehou Island was securcd on 13 July a Lnd the squpﬂron extended to
the south, A second platoon from Troop B, Lt Haverstick qonnanding, noved
at 130200 July across the bridge, through Lt Rubin's bridgchead,’and sccur-
ed the town of Tribehou at 0445 with no opposition. This information was
reportcd to division and we requested that the bridge be ropaired by engin-
eers, - The bridge was completed by 1200, 13 July, and Troop C moved mounted -
over the bridge to the island rclieving Troop B at approximately 1700,
Troop C had the additional mission of establishing a counter-reconnaissance
screcn on the mainland west of the island, with a scries of road blocks,
to protcct the loft flank of the 9th Division which was moving south., At~
2200 the squadron, less Troop C, moved to a ncw bivouac arca south of Tri-
behou, Upon arrival at the now jarea, Troop A occupicd.a. llne south of . the
island to 397410. Troops; B, F, and E were in squadron reserve in the vici-
nity of the s undron CP, | cpey taken, hls dates ©

v q ﬁ'ﬁ@ ﬁu :E‘i" * '3 k‘;p' W m Ua; o

The squadron mlssion rcemained unchgnged tho 1/th of July and: the day
proved uneventful cxcept for sporadic artillery fire which, up to now, had
caused us very few casualties, At 1615 tho squadron was attached to the
330th Infantry Rogiment of the 83d Infantry Division, which had moved into
_the arca wcst of the southérn end of our counter-rcconnaissance line., Troop
E naintained harrassing fire on cnemy positions - M3 the west gide of the
Lozon River from 379728 to 381708, Troops B and F remaincd in-squadron ¥o-
serve with troop E‘.n firing position. Threc. PWfs werc taken during the day.
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__ During the night of the 14-15 July the ,GB

. ) Ini‘antry ﬂirgomd xth.e
squadron to protect the left flank from our pre .position, during the
regiments attack on the village of Remilly Sur-Lozon which was scheduled

to be launched at 1000, 15 July 1944. Troops A and C were left in their
present position where Troop A was in contact with thexright flank of the
infantry, Troop B was taken from reserve and moved' %o\ the rear of the lead-
ing battalion of the 330th Infantpg*prepareﬂ.%o fi11 a gaprwhlch would come
into existance between thef330th and’ 60th Infantry when the 330th pushed

west and the 60th continued south. The attack on the morning of the 15 July
was postponed until 1130. Troop B moved into position between the 330th and
60th Infantry Regiments which placed them about 200 yards south of the east -
west highway at 410710. Troop B's advance to the south was made in face of
fairly heavy machine gun and small arms fire although they sustained no cas=-
ualties, At approximately 2100, the infantry line ceased their movement

and Troop B maintained contact boctween the two regimental flanks for the
remainder of the night. At 2130 the 9th Reconnaissance Troop, less one
platoon, was attached to the squadron, although it did not move into our
area until the next morning. 13 PWs were taken this date.

On the 16th of July the squadron was engaged in filling.the gap be-
tween the lines of the 60th and 330th Infantry Regiments., Troop A moved .
to the vicinity of the cross road south of Remilly-Sur-Lozon which placed
them in the rear of the 330th Infantry. From this vicinity they moved .
south and east to gain contact with the right flank of Troop B, as the gdp
between the two infantry rcgiments became too wide for Troop B to cover
offectlvely. Troop C extended its line of road blocks to the south occupy—
ing positions previously held by Troop A, Troop E continued to fire in
direct support of Troops A and B, The 9th Reconnaissance Troop took over
the protedtion of Tribehou Island and in addition moved south to gain con-.
tact with Troop C's right flank at 390723, thereby covcring the area vaca-
ted by Troop A. 7 PWs were taken this date. .

: The situation remained unchanged until 0920, 17 July, at which time
Troop C was ordercd to leave it's positions and move to the vicinity Les
Champs De Losque to cover thec gap between the first and 2d Battalions of
the 330th Infantry as they eontinucd their advance to the west, The 9th
Reconnaissance Troop covered the area vacated by Troop C.with mounted pat=-
rols. The 1lst and 2d Platoons of Troop F were attached to the 1lst and 2d
Battalions of the 330th Infantry to provide support for the infantry during
their advance, The 3d Platoon of Troop F was moved to the vicinity Les
Champs De Losque in rcadiness to assist either battalion. Troop E remained
in position firing on targets of opportunity on all troop fronts. At ap-
proximately 1530 the lst Platoon of Troop F participated in a coordinated
attack with the 1st Battalion of the 330th Infantry. Hostile anti-tank
fire destroyed two of our tanks, however, the crews were only slightly in-
jured. Meanvhile the 2d Battalion of the 3: Oﬁp Infantry encountered such
stiff resistance in its CP at 394700 w1th«é%plhtoons on line and 1 platoon
in reserve, At 1600, Troop A was rclleved from the mission of maintaining
contact between the rlght flank of. Troop B and the left flank of the 330th
Infantry, and vas ordered to make a rcconnaissance of the areca west of the
river and betwecn the two Highways to their junction at 363687. This recon-
naissance for the remainder of the day consisted of dismounted patrols. At



0900 on the 17th of J
wounded in a small pa
CP and familiarized
nated, 1lst Lt Barrc :
July. At 1700 Troops A a )
tration by Troop E attacked a smalY Wen, 13 i A

up the advance of the line all day. ) Y cied the cnemy .to with-
draw and scven Pis' werc -taken. From the town Tr-o*" A-and B procecded onc
half mile to the Séuth where contact between the 60th Infaritry on tho-left
and “Troop, ¢ on ‘théiright wms again established, . Three mer from.Traop A
were scriously wounded during this action when thelr o ton truck ‘was des-
trcyed by a Gorman teller mine, °

Captaln Norman, who Wa.s commanding Troop A, was

emy "situation before he was cvac-

f'?;._pd of Troop A at 1200, 17

On the 18th of July at dawm a small enemy force estlmatea to be 40
men’ and 2 officers attempted to counter-attack an the see¢tor held by Troops
A and B! The attack wes successfully repulscd:with eleven known cnemy
killed, four wounded, and six captured including one officer. 'Troop B lost
two Lilled and six wounded'in this action, and'Troop & suffered no losscs,
i The encmy again counter-attacked at 1430 in the vicinity of the Troop A
sector and the attack was repulscd with no losse$ to our side and only one
known enemy killed. At 1630 the squadron CP received a heavy cnemy artil-
lery concentration during which one man was killed and threc wounded. The
9th Reconnaissancé Troop captured four prisoncrs in the viecinity of 371738.

On July the .19th ‘the squadron was relieved from assignment to the 83d
Infantry D:wz.s:l.tm and was_attached to the 2d Armored Division. The 106th
Cavalry” Roconnaissance Squadron took over our sector and relief was accom-
plisted by noon. At 1620 the squadron moved to the vicinity of Bordigny,

a distance of 12.6 miles. Troop B was attached to the VII Corps Headquarters
at this time., From the 19th of July through the 26th of July, ‘the:squadron
remained in bivouac in the vicinity of Bordigny, and performed maintenance
of vehicles, arms, and equipment, Hedge-cutting dev1ccs were installed on
the tanks and assault guns during this period. '

e Pursuant to instructions contained in Field Order 14, 2d armored Divi-

_§1on the Squadron reconnoitered to the south at 270400 July through the
‘arca previously bombed by the air corps and established @ ‘CP at 0930 in
the vicinity of St. liartin De Bon Fosse after traveling:13.5 miles., Ele-
ments of the 2d Armored Division were engaged in elirminating enemy. armorcd
and anti-tank resistance in the viecinity of Le lieshil Herman, and:the town
"was cleared at approximately 1300, At 1500 a task-force consisting of~the
"3d“Battalion 66th Regiment, Troup A and the 3& Platoon of Troop.F,.24th Cav-
alry Reconnaissance quadrpn,-an ~attached enginécrs; Lt Col Parker ‘command=
ing, was ordercd to proce heast ahd meconnoiter in force touTessy Sur
Vire. A seccond task forczs aﬁgt ing bﬁ thb*ﬁﬁﬁﬁg on, 66th srmorcd
Regiment, the 24th Cavalry Reco issanée équa tﬁg ss Troop 4), and one
company of thc 22d Infantry, was ordered to preped sotith and. roconnoiter
in force to the vicinity of Ville Baudon. The enemy&exegjod vigorous de-
laying action along both routcs. The first task force pushed the enemy to.
the south and at 2130 elements of the:task force were withdrawm fo.-the

-~_~._—~h_northfaaVing Troop A and the 3d platoon of Tro®Wm® to block the enemy for
the night in the vieinity of Le hesnil Opac, with orders to continue their
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_ ¥econnaissaned to thh T"”“;“::*ﬁi?ir:“:ff;fi'j;i f{f%ask force pushed the .
cnemy south past La Denis: e and ”Ff-';ai '-a& the night approxi-
mately one mile south of the -

hirty Plis were taken on the 27th July,
Both of our forces pulled into a perim stor defense on the night of 27-28
July with dismounted patrols maintaining contact with the cnemy, Intermit-

tent cneny shelling continued on both fronts during the night.

xfengctive 280230 July our IPW team discov-

‘ <24 A% Reconnaissance Battalion was biv=-
ouaced 800 yards to the south of the 2d Task Force position. At dawn, both
forces weze attacked by the enemy and both attacks werc repulsed with no
ground lost., Troop A attacked at 1000 and sccured the high ground south of
Le llosnil Opac. The seccond task force drove south at 0700 and captured
Ville Baudon at noon., At approximately 1600 Troop A with_the d Platoon of
Troop F attached was again counter-attacked by a superior enemy force which
had been gaining strength by rcinforcements all day; they succeeded in hold=-
ing their position however. At 1700 the lst and 2d Platoons of Troop F were
attached to the lst and 2d Battalions, 66th Armored Kegiment respectively.
The 3d Battalion 66th Armored Kegiment relicved Troop A and the 3d Platoon
Troop F roverted to battalion control, Troop A remaincd in the same gener-
al vicinity that night and returned to the squedron bivouac arca the morn-
ing of 29 July. 23 PWs were taken by the squadron on 28 July.

s";g;nt. m*ﬂfd:v’ﬂ south against stiff enemy rcsis-

At 290915 July, the squadron CP was shelled and Lt Seery and four en-
listed men were wounded and cvacuated, The CP was immediately moved 800
yards to the west. During the romainder of the day Troops A and C worked
lateral recomnaissance to the cast, Troop E was held in squadron reserve,
13 PWs were taken by the squadron on July 29 -

On the 30 July the squadron performed security for assigned uhits of
CCA. We had no contact with the enemy. On the night of 30-31 July the
squadron and the rcar ccheclon which was located north of Les lMesnil Herman
both werc subjectcd to enemy air-raids. The rear echelon suffered three
casualties which were cvacuated during the night. Three PWs werc taken by
the squadron on July 30.

On the morning of the 31lst of July, the squadron stood by alerted for
immediate movement, At approximately 1300, CCA received the mission of
moving cast through the arca bounded by tho roads joining Deniserre, ‘Tessy
Sur Vire, and Ville Baudon and destroying all enemy in the arca with Tessy
Sur Vire as an objeetive, At 1530 the squeadron rcceived the mission of
moving cast through a scctor approximately one kilometer wide which wes sit-

. uated just north of and parallcl togthe highway running cast from Ville
Baudon to Tessy Sur Vire, to dcstrﬁ§@ancmy snipers in the arca, pass through
the infantry linc, and contact and protect the north flank of the 66th Ar-
mored Regiment, TrooquQ?bverted td squadron control at 1530, Thc squadron
less Troop F moveg ismountud: to an assombly areca approxlmatcly 3 kilometer
northwest of yﬁﬁ_fh 0 a5 roop C ‘crossed the highway, which was.designa-
ted as the@lB Batby and moved east in line of skirmishers, followed by
200 yards LT L. Troop E was held dismounted in squadron reserve and
Troop F assc@blcd mounted just east of the highway on our north flank,
Meanwhile the eneny 2d Panzer Division had launched a determined counter-
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attack accompanicd by an extremely heavy artillery barrage which caused

the 66th Armored Regiment and, the infantry to withdraw to the southeast, .
This changc of dircction left a ‘gap! betweou ‘the right flank of Troop C :
and the left flank of the 66th Armored Hcgimcm&.‘ squadron commander .
immediately sent Troop E dismounted and one plﬂ%uﬁnfof Troop F mounted to .
the southcast to establish contact, When this was accomplished Troop C
followed by Troop A swung south and nade eontact with Troop E. At 2200

the 66th armored Regiment was on the high ground south of the highway and
southeost of Villc Baudon., Troop E and 1 platoun of Troop F were on the
north f lank of the armor with their loft flank south of the highway and at
the cross road due cast of and approximately 3 kilomcters from Ville Baudon.
Troop C wes disposcd on the ridge which continued north from Troop E's posi-
tion, and Troop A was on the forwerd slopc of the ridgc and north of Troop
C. Squadron headquarters and the romainder of Troop F werc at 442467,

Heavy ﬂrtillery concentrations were delivered by both sides throughout the
night. S

, Thc squadron during the month of’ July 194& destroyed approximately
350 Gtrmans, captured 91 Germans.
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