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wounding five. When the enemy bega.n ,flring from, a wood@d area, Sergeant. Truax
~concentrated the fire of his section so as to‘gem ag a base for the advance
. of the ré' t of the ¢ompanys Under the cover of this aceurate and ‘effective fire,

the comj ucceeded in clearing the town and prepared to clear the woods which
Sergeant Truax was firing on, The covering fire was so accurate, however, that
- the enemy surrendered as soon as the fire was 1ifted, His actions were in dccord-
ance with the highest atanc\ards of the milit.a:y sei-vzlee. mtex'ed military service
frm Calj-fﬁmav -_u i : v ) !
‘Sergeant Thunas S. Maaon, 16006599 (t.hen dorpora.l), Airborne Antiair-
oraft Artillery, while serving with the Army of the United States, distinguished
himself by heroic achievement in action. On 3 January 1945 in the vicinity of
Bizory, Belgium, the enemy leunched a strong attack with infantry and armor.
Sergeant Mason manned an abandoned ,30 caliber machine gun and directed such
heavy and accurate fire on the enemy that he pinned them down, When the superior
strength of the enemy foreed his squad to withdraw to more advantageous positions,
he remained at his machine gun and covered the withdrawal, Only after the entire
squad had moved back and he had expended all his ammunition, did he withdraw,
His actions were in accordance with the highest standards of the military service.
Entered military service from Illinois.

Seygeant John We erght; 15116908, Parachute Infantry, while serving
with the Ammy of the United States, distinguished himself by hercic achievement
in action, | @n 15 January 1945 in the vicinity of Noville, Belgium, during a
company att,agk launched on the village, he observed four enemy tanks several
hundred yards away, Under heavy enemy fire, Sergennt Wright advanced to within
thirty-five pards of the nearest tank, killing the tank commander and causing
the tank to withdraw, By this action ten of the enemy were driven out of a
position imperiling the advance of his company, Thrcugh the cool and courageous
manner in whieh Sergeant Wright conducted himself, oblivious of his ewn danger,
his company was enabled to earry its mission to a successful conclusion, His
aetions wére in accordance with the highest standards of the military service.
Entered military service from West Virginia.

Technician Fourth Grade Joseph'Fy Gorenc, 16131251, Parachute Infantry,
while serving with the Apmy of the United States, distinguished himself by heroic
achievement in action. On 13 January 1945 in the vicinity of Foy, Belgium,
during an attack across an open field, the forward elements of his unit lest
contact with the adj2cent units and were oblivicus of the situation. Technician
Fourth Grade Gerenc volunteered to leave the command post, locate these elements
and orientate the men and the company command post personnel, Advancing over
difficult terrain under intense enemy artillery, mortar, and small arms fire, he
reached the mpst forward outposts and contacted not only the squads, but each
individual, Although numerous patrols were contacted, he covered the entire
battalion front centinuously under heavy enemy fire and accomplished his mission
of informing the confused troops regarding the tactical situation. His actions
were in accordance with the highest standards of the military service. Entered
military serviee from Wisconsin, ;

Corperal Rebert H, Cahoon, 31209656, Parachute Infantry, while serving
with the Apmy of the United St=tes, distinguished himself by hercic achievement
in action, On 1 January 1945 in the vicinity of Champs, Belgium, an enemy patrol
of approximately sixty men attacked the defensive positions of his unit, isolat-
ing two impertant eutposts, /is the only member of his outpost not wounded,
Corporal Cahoem engaged the enemy and for two hours prevented them frem advancing,
ilthough seriously wounded during this action, he remained at his machine gun
and inflicted heavy casualties on the attacking enemy forces, “When reinforcements
arrived and engaged the enemy, Corporal Cahoon continued to fire on the enemy and
inflicted more casualties, He refused to be evacuated until the enemy was comp-
letely routed from the positions which they had gained in this action, His actions
were in accordance with the highest standards of the military service, Entered
military service from Pennsylvania, ;
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