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All documents have been REGRADED
UNCLASSIFIED / UNRESTRICTED
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Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

GxRMAN RECORDS A. V. 2368/45

Iransport-Pass for wounded.

Name: Joe H, D O 5 5, US-Army-member

Injury: wounding of cemter of scull, Protruding of brain

Bone-injury 7 : yes.

Injection:? S.B.E.II, 22 December 1944 0400 o'elock.

Other aid: protecting bandage. on 22 December 44, 0400 hs.

Next mecessary aid: brain-surgically treatment.

Transferred to: Hospital N, as mentioned above.

Name of the physician: Signature: illegible Captain-Medicaul-Officer
Paratroop- Field-Hospital 5.

dgsued: 22 December 1944, at 0400,
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Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

<

Doss, Joel H. - A
2 38 L46 020 2 August 1946

Doss, Josl H, Pvt. 2 38 446 020

2l, December 194k

Paratroop Field Hospital #5.

Military Cemetery, Single Grave Number 5, at Bitburg, Germany.

Captwed German Records.

/8 C ftd__ 2 August 1946

39 L
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ol Formblatt 5a
(hei Vo ul G dia Staatsangehdvigheit angeban) K. h \7 Ry

Familien- u. Vorname:

geb. am s : Kreis:

Besehriffeng der Erkennungsoacke :
A -

- ~

Truppenteil :

Y& ul

Dienstgrad: Lide. Nr. des Laz.-Krankenbuches

4

Name des Lazaretts : Erkrankungstag, Zugang : Abgang :
Art der Krankheit
oder Verwundung :

7 7
T

woher : wie, wohin:

X427 Heidelberger Gutenberg-Diruckerei GmbH, X. 41




Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526



Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

‘J!ame: )

,"

/",/ V—l"'

FLE T AL (
Gefangerenlager : / e’taatéangebongtnt Ne. dev Sifte: < :
Sdaiagien T ESA e

BVornamen:

QitBurtétag 1, Geburtdort :

Borname ded
Daters:

Tamilienname der
utter:

Mu Anfdyrift der s * e

3u benadjridhtigenden
Berfon:

Beruf:
- Religion:

7= 2 » s g
Dienftgrad: W

Sruppenteil : 7

[T A GT At

Ort unh Sag der Q)efcmgenr
naf)me oder Sntermerung

%ermunbungem i
‘.Berlcgungm oder Sod:

wann und von
wo jugegangen:

Aufenthalt u, ‘Beranberungmﬁbf j?

Z A
'4}5&//&%9 2
/. /

S ¥ Wm T lla
. kel e




Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

'5-40'./%"55,%%

s fwldg‘fa;‘~ﬁg
bt £, IHE

W "Z 5

‘%/d "/;:; S




Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

This case originatet at: HfS, AGHC

APO 58, US Army

Case No.

Report made at:

APQO 403 US Army

Date when made :

184th QM Bn, 28 August 47

Period for which made:

4 Aug 47 to 26 Aug 47.

Title: DOSS, Joel H,
Pvt, 38446020
Co, A, 506th Para Inf
101 Arbn Division,

Character of case:
DOW received in action
Bitburg, Germany,

Synopsis of facts:

1, In pursuing
an extensive "On the spot™ Special Investigation was con-
ducted at Bitburg, Matzen, mMotsch and Stahl, Cermany, by
the undersigned in en effort to establiczh conclusive evid-
ence determining the statu: of miscsing American soldiers,

instructions, Headquarters, /GRC,

allegedly killed in this area by bombing attacks from 22 to
25 December 1944,

2, Investigation led to the disinterrment of four
(4) mass graves, located in Bitburg and vieinity, A total
of seventy=one (71) remains were exauined, of these, two (2)
remains proved to be Ameriecan,

3, Your attention is invited to Section 1, para=-
graph 4, of attached nerrative,

JETAILS (see next page.)

Distribution of report :

J&9f%§;;vcg; & - ¥EC
g

Report made
i

’ HAROLD P, BOONE File, 164th
US CIV SPL INV
AGRGC

-



Declassified in accordance with Executive Order 13526

\

Marrative on Inv:etwga+10ho ot Bitburg (6/1-15), Germary

SEcTIOY I

1. In compliance with the attached corresnondence, an extensivs

"on the spot! Special: Investigation was carried out in Bitburg, Germany,

and svrrounding villages for the possible location of American soldiers
vorted migsing in this area after a bombing attack on “hic tcwn

by American plaies the latter part of December 1954, Priests, volicemen,

town adminisiraiion officlals, cemetery caretakers, nurses, and residents

of Bitburg asd survouuding villages were interviewed as to their knowledge

of isolaticd suriela »f American soldiers in or near Bitburg, Germany.

thet were re

da

2, Recocds in the Burgermeisteris office, Bitburg, wers inco-
herent =s1nd iacomprehensive, As the German military occupied Biiburg, proper
records were not distributed to town officizls for future use. The only
records that were aveilsble ere current documents that heve been prepsred
since hustilitieg have ceased. -

5. Fraulein GERDA DREISER, Red Cross “ﬁrse Bitburg, Germany,
voluntsrily contributed vitel 1nformpt10n concerning isolat@d burisls and
mass graves in and around Bitburg, Fraulein DREISER was nurse sipervisor
of tne Germen militery aid station hospital in Bitburg during the bombing
attecks on 22, 2%, and o4 December 1944, She recalls thet during the bomb-
ing atbtacks, ?D“IO&IM"tely twelve (12).to fifteen (15) Americen soldiers
perished in the hospitel., The exect burial plece of all deces ssed is unknown
to her, slthough, she does recall that six () Americen soldiers were
interred in the cemetery at Motsch, Germeny, approximstely 2 km from Bit ;
These were disinterred by the 3046 Quertermaster Graves Registration Comrany,
19 Felrery 1946.

4, Treulein DREISER alsoc steted thst during the bombing attacks
& slightly wounded American soldier by the nsme of RJOENMNY " elimbed to the
of the wood structure aid stetion to sween the snow sway which covered
hospitel merkings and while doing this the hospit=l r@ceir?d s, direct
hit =2nd “(1@1@' wes never seen agsin, DREISFR strongly believes
‘own to bits by the bomb blast, Records now in the
¢ 1ein DPELSER are slleged feirly comnlete until the boub-
L U,LumU«L 1944, These records do not. show that American
i were intorred in the Bitburg Cemetery. These records do show that
tho smal’ military plot in the civilian cemetery eontain only graves of
nrisoner of wer soldiers, buried there from 1941 to 1943. Graves
nuubers ihree (3) and five (5) £g stated in besic communication contain
French soldiers interred the esrlier pert of 1941.

1. Records indicate that the following American military personnc.
have been disinterred from Biiburg Cemetery and from debris of bombed builil-

e. Lt. Edwin L. Whitefield, disinterred Mry 1946, from
cemetery between graves Nos, 13 and 14, French PW Plot.

14 W ea

b. One (1) unknown, =lleged X-219, Hemm, ILuxembourg,
disinterred the seme time as Lt. Whitefield,
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Alieged parts cof, three (3) remains discovered smong debcts
fiom & basement of 2 vutcher shop in Bitburg, IF—1506, disinferred 2% July

1047,

SECTION III (Mass Graves)

1. Inasmuch as records indicated that three (3) mass greves
existed in the Bitburg Cemetery, the Investigator felt it highly vpossible
thet these mrss greves might contsin American versonncl, On 13 August 1947
the graves were opened and the remains exsamined by the undersigned, accom-
pernied by Dr, JACOB FAAS, MD and Doctor of Torensic Medicine, Trier, Germany.
Fifty-six (56) vemeins were examined from the three (3) mass greves, Of
these, two (2) proved to be American goldiers., The following is = descrivo-
tion of the remains,

s, IF-1725 - Decessed identified as an American and was clad
only in a white cotton, short sleeved, undershirt (T=shirt), and =n Army
tsgue 0.D. shirt. The teeth were complete and well oreserved with no cava-
ties or fillings. Short black heir, 25 to 30 yesrs of age, apvoroximately
6 feet in height and the lower left leg was bound in & wire splint, This
deceased is believed to have died of wounds in the Bitburg Militery Hospital
and interred by German military personnel in the mass arave,

b, 17-1726 -~ Deceascd was fully clad in a United States Army
uniform with the exception of shoes, One identification teg was found on
the decedent besring the nsme of VICK, JAMFS VW., 34007893, This remains
is also believed to heve come from the military hospital,

2. A mess grave at Matzen, Germany, 9pproximaté1y‘? km Bast of
Bitburg, containing fifteen (15) remains was opened, The remsins were
jdentified as nstionsls other than Americens by the undersigned. 2nd Dr, Fars,

3, Records also indicate that six (6) remsins were disinterred

19 Februery 1946 from Motsch Cemetery, epnroximately 2 lm from Bitburg, by
It, Clapp, 3046 Quartermester Graves Reglstration Company,

4, Records in the vossession of Freaulein DREISER indicate that
approximately seventy (70) German soldiers are interred in the cemetery
at STAHL, Germany, 4 kxm from Bitburg, These decessed are interred in
separzte graves merked with crosses besring their identification.

SECTION IV (Summzry of information gothered from verious civilisn sources)

1, PFraulein SIEVERT, ex-nurse =t Bitburs, stated thet she saw
two or three remeins fully clad in American uniforms lying in the cemetery
swaiting burisl, These remeins were not in caskets and were from the Bitburg
Military Hospital., The hospital wes evacusted on T Janusry 1945 to Motsch,
approximately 2 km from Bitbure, Germeny. She noticed thesée remains the
game dey the hospitel wes evecuated, Sievert did not recall an 2id stetion
or hospital loceted in Menninzen on the Prum River, some 17 km South of
Bitbure, althoush, it is highly vossible that the Germen Army had 2 smell

2id station or collection point for the wounded in this vicinity operated
by military personnel.

2, Records could not be found to substantiate the fact, but it
wes leerned through conversstion with locsl residents that =n Americen
airmaen was shot by e Germen policeman shortly after parachutina to gefety.

| o &7 &
"
o
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e 4

Z this eironity could not be found nor the dlismesit.en ¥
¢ Ternsing Wikt aoneted From the scene of the stipcley oy

/e

oy Germen militsrr perscnagl, A descriviion of the alimau
v ohtainec as elt civiiian nmovul=sce were off the streets a2 ia
shelters, = g

3, During the bombinz attacks in December 194k, imericen Prisoners
of War wore permiited to seek cover on their own without fusrds, Many of
these soldiers ran into bascments of larze buildin<s ~nd were never seen
sgain after the bombings, It is rumored thet two or three buildings which
wers comnpletely destroyed contain decessed Americen soldiers, Fxcavation of
these buildirzy 2re under contract at present. Arrangements hsve been mede
Jqith City Officizis in Bitburg to notify Hesdguerters, Tirst Faeld Commsnd,
AGR3Z, if eny remains of American soldiers ere found in the debris.

SECTION V (Conclusions)

1. TFrom the facts recorded 2bove, it is concluded:

£. That to the best of my knowledge and belief, &ll Lmerxcan
decezsed heve been disinterred from the civilisn cemetery, Ritburs, Gerw-ny,
All greves questionable have been ovened and exemined by the undersisned ant

a specislist (Forensic and Anthronologist) furnished by the French MIilhe
Government, Trier, Germeny,

b, That only one cemetery exists in Bitbure and not three (32)
=g mentioned in mrevious basic documents, The militerv cemetery referred to
in basic documents consists of twentv—six (26) Trench Prisoners of Wer,

¢. That the hosnitel in question hes been dismantled =nd
destroued,

d. Thet I heve mersonslly investigsted the towns of Bitburg,
Metzen, Motsch and Stehl, Germeny, finding the two aforementioned Americsns :

in & mess grave of thirty-three (33) Germ-n soldiers in the Bitburg civilis
cemetery,

e. Mey I assure you thet every mossible clue hes been investi-
gated by competent personnel to the fullest extent, not overlookins the
least minute clue that might lead to o trace of missing Americen soldiers,
Tor your interest in this investigstion, the cooperation of the two afore-—
mentioned nurses, public officizls, 2nd local civilirns was ampreciated.

AR AR

HAROLD P, BOONE

Svecisl Investicator, AGRC




Information from the Hospital Admission Cards created 2/15/2023
by the office of the Surgeon General, Department
of the Army (1944-1945).
Information for the year 1944

Service Number 38446020

Rank Enlisted Man

Arm of Service Infantry, Parachute Troops
Age 21

Race White

Length of Service 1 Year(s), 6 Month(s)
Month of Admission June

Year of Admission 1944

Last Treatment Facility = General hospital

Circumstances Battle casualty or battle injury other than ; self-inflicted injury or injury intentionally ; inflicted by another person.
Surrounding Injury

Type of Case Injury, battle

Type of Admission New

Type of Diagnosis Sole diagnosis, no history of prior disease, injury; or battle casualty
Line of Duty In line of duty

1st Diagnosis Wound(s), Puncture

1st Anatomical Location Foot, generally
1st Operation

2nd Diagnosis

2nd Anatomical Location

2nd Operation

3rd Diagnosis

Causative Agent Instrument or object, Cutting or Piercing (includes enemy)

Final Result 304th Station Hospital or 83rd Gen Hosp

Disposition Duty

Cause of Disposition Not death nor discharge (incl cases remaining in hosp at end of 1944
Month of Disposition June

Year of Disposition 1944

Total Days (non-effective) 011

Hospital Days 008

Current Days /Gen Hosp Overseas Day 011
Place of Final Cure 83rd Gen Hosp

Sample Size Remaining 1944 case

Source: This information was obtained from the Hospital Admission Card
data file (1944-1945) created by the Office of the Surgeon General
Department of the Army. In 1970 the National Research Council first
compiled this for statistical purposes using the EMTs (Emergency Medical
Tags) and other Office of the Surgeon General Office Records during
WWII.

EQS Press



Service Number

Rank

Arm of Service

Age

Race

Length of Service
Month of Admission
Year of Admission
Last Treatment Facility

Circumstances
Surrounding Injury

Type of Case
Type of Admission
Type of Diagnosis
Line of Duty

1st Diagnosis

1st Anatomical Location
1st Operation

2nd Diagnosis

2nd Anatomical Location

2nd Operation

3rd Diagnosis
Causative Agent
Final Result
Disposition

Cause of Disposition
Month of Disposition

Year of Disposition

Total Days (non-effective)

Hospital Days

Information from the Hospital Admission Cards created 2/15/2023
by the office of the Surgeon General, Department
of the Army (1944-1945).
Information for the year 1944

38446020

Enlisted Man

Infantry, General or Unspecified
22

Unknown

December
1944
Not in a medical installation prior to death

Injuries intentionally inflicted by another person ; (except Military Enemy or Guard, Sentry, MP, etc.)

Casualty, battle

New

Sole diagnosis, no history of prior disease, injury; or battle casualty
In line of duty

Wound(s), character not stated (includes Wound(s), multiple, Not Elsewhere
Classified: Wound(s) unaualified) with no nerve or arterv involvement

Unknown, code not applicable

None or Unknown

First diagnosis field

December

1944

Current Days /Gen Hosp Overseas Day

Place of Final Cure

Sample Size

Remaining 1944 case

Source: This information was obtained from the Hospital Admission Card
data file (1944-1945) created by the Office of the Surgeon General
Department of the Army. In 1970 the National Research Council first
compiled this for statistical purposes using the EMTs (Emergency Medical
Tags) and other Office of the Surgeon General Office Records during
WWII.

EQS Press



The honorable discharge papers tell the
story briefly, bureaucratically: *“Wounds
in g 6 January 1945
r.”* Steve Polander,

! il, returned home with the
Purple Heart, American Campaign
Medal, European-African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medat with two Bronze Stars,
Distinguished Unit Badge, Combat
Infantryman Badge, World War I
Victory Medal — and an injury that wili
remind him of war for the rest of his life.

never revealed. In my frustration and

bitterness in the past years I have kept
to myself up until now. It’s things
sometimes you would rather forget, but
you can’t.

1 lost my right leg somewhat above the
knee in the Battle of the Bulge. My crotch
was torn out on the same leg and my so-
called good leg is getting worse over the
past 40 years and I am not able to get
around too well. Plus, I have head
pressure that no one seems to have the
answer for.

1 will take you to the village of Noville,
Belgium, step by step, what my eyes see
and my ears hear.

1 am with my famed 101st Airborne
Division Company A 506 Parachute
Infantry Regiment, more fortunate, you
could say, than my friends and fellow
countrymen. I have survived the cold,
foggy, bloody mess before I myself am
wounded a few weeks later.

My division has just returned from a
hard-fought bloody battle in Holland for
only a short rest when word comes down
that we have to go back to the front
because of the breakthrough. Field
Marshal Gerd von Rundstedt’s powerful
army has bulldozed its way through some
American infantry divisions, tank and
other units.

The onslaught of the German Army is
stopped with heavy losses, but we hold
the line.

At 2 p.m. this afternoon, my company
is attached to a unit of about 400 men or
so as we approach the small village of
Noville in double column along the main
highway.

Word comes down to halt as the front
column reaches the base of the hill.” An
explosion takes place at the front of the
column. Someone has stepped on a mine.

The road moves up the village hill with
houses on both sides and a large red barn
at the top on the left side.

Everyone knows something is up. A
man about half way up the hill dressed in
civilian clothes is seen by all as he walks
from the left side of a house to the right
side looking down on us. He enters the
house as we move in, then all hell breaks
loose.

Long-range heavy artillery starts
pouring in with precision accuracy. They
rake the village hill for about 14 continual
hours and, hidden on the fringes, German
Tiger tanks pour in 88 timer shells in
between the heavy artillery.

I find myself lying against a thick
concrete wall enclosing a grave yard. A
shell explodes on top of it and the
concussion knocks me senseless. When I
come to, I don’t know where I am. 1
stumble and stagger to get to the top of
the hill. I find myself next entering a

Ihavc a lot to say to you which I have

small chicken coop that seemed to be
attached to the barn. Inside sits a young
man, on what looked like a block of
wood, his back to me. His skull on the
upper right side has been totally torn off
by a huge chunk of shrapnel. His brains *
are showing and a medic kneels dabbing
his skull. The village is on fire and we are
continually being pinned down, all, that
is, except the barn with cows and horses
that lie within, dead and bleeding from
shrapnel.

1 finally reach an area near the top
where I dig in about a foot 3nd a half
deep, about 40 yards straight up from the
barn. As darkness begins setting in, I lay
flat on my stomach and an 88 timer
explodes above me. [ feel my head hitting
the bottom of my hole. A piece of
shrapnel about the size of a quarter tears
into the upper backside of my steel
helmet, tears up the liner in a circular
motion and drops out. It cuts a path in
my hair no more than a quarter of an
inch from my skull.

Just before daybreak, the shelling stops
and down in the deep valley north of the
village can be heard the rumble of
German tanks coming up to clean up
what’s left of us. An order is passed
along to group, and at least 10 men are
picked for night patrol. The men leave
towards the east, straight out from where
I am dug in. No more than five minutes
go by when fierce gunfire erupts a short
distance away. Word comes back from
the few men above that all were
ambushed and killed.

As we wait for the tanks approaching
the top of the hill to the north in this cold
foggy morning of deadly silence, the fog
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‘At point blank
range, three times
they tear into each
other. The Sherman
starts smoking,
flaming and then
explodes. It seems
like seconds later
the Tiger does
likewise.’

STEVE POLANDER, BERWICK,
WHO WAS WOUNDED DURING
THE BATTLE OF THE BULGE, IN
UNIFORM (LEFT), AND TODAY.
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seems to settle the thickest in the valley.
As I look about 1 see at least 50 tanks
and half-tracks with flames flickering and
shells exploding within. A nauseating
smell of barbecued bodies drifts through
the foggy breeze. About 80 yards away I
can see the tanks approach the top of the
hill with a grinding, squeaking halt.

At the lower part of the hill where the
tanks stopped, some men are dug in. I do
not know how many. The hatch on one
of the tanks opens and we are cursed at,
but rifle fire soon makes him drop the
hatch.

The first tank slowly enters the position
of the men at the lower end. Death-
struggle screams can be heard. The men
move around the tank as the tank turns,
firing blindly. With a few bazooka shots
the tank is stopped and some rifle fire is
then heard.

The second tank then starts to make its
entry. With no resistance, it starts to

make its move toward me and the red
barn. Helpless, we watch, so as not to
give our position away. The tank
continues to move slowly toward the front
side of the barn at an angle from me. The
Sherman tank starts up and moves to the
corner of the barn. As it locks the left
track, it moves forward a few yards, stops
and faces the German tank about 30
yards away. At point blank range they -
tear into the hull of each other. On this -
snow-covered ground the American tank
skids back a few feet on each impact.
Three times they tear into each other. The
Sherman starts smoking, flaming and then
explodes. It seems like seconds later the
Tiger does likewise. Neither hatch opens
as we lay ready. The third tank then
backs off the hill. -

Little did he know there were but a few
of us left. The clear signal is given. As we
walk down towards the barn, there are
about 10 of us, one in total shock walking
like a zombie.

We board the only other tank we had
up there. It takes us back down the hill
where we came from, but in less than a

quarter of mile we learn from those
whom [ assume were left from my
regiment that we are in a trap and there is
nowhere to go; the wounded and some
vehicles sit helpless. Bitter, tired and
frustrated, we stand there as a few
mortars overshoot us. Rifle fire starts
coming off the hill above us, ricocheting
all around.

We quickly regroup, about 40 able-
bodied men in all, and head straight up
the hill, where German infantry is dug in
beyond a strip of wooded area, not 100
deep. As we approach the top we are met
by a hail of machine gun and rifle fire.
We move among the tall timber and some
men drop. We make a second lunge with
fierce small arms firing, and more men
drop as I see tracers fly by me. At close
range now, only about 20 yards now, we
make the final dash and more men drop.
Many Germans lay siumped dead against
their foxhole.

In 15 to 20 minutes, the bloody ordeal
is over. We have punched a hole in the
line at this point. We lost about 15 dead
and about 10 wounded, some seriously. I

would guess the Germans have lost-twice.-
that many dead and 20 surrendered. I
know that amount because [ was in
charge until 1 was relieved.

A week or so passes with little
resistance now, at least for us, with now
about 30 men. As we move in a line
towards the Rhine, darkness sets in and
we decide to dig in.

1 rgmember removing my pack, putting.- -
- my rifle down and holding my trench

shovel. I start setting myself down, as my
right leg touches the snowy area, under it
is a personal mine. It tears out the upper
inner side of my leg.

Fortunately for me, because of the
unstoppable bleeding, a Jeep is nearby. It
races down through the valley below. In
the open towards the field hospital,
artillery spots the jeep and about a half
dozen shells hitting rock the jeep. I lay
nearly unconscious, not caring whether I
live or die.

(The jeep made it through the artillery
gauntlet and delivered Polander to a field
hospital, where medics stopped the
bleeding but could not save his leg. He
was 23.)









