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SPECIAL ORDER OF BUSINESS
GUESTS OF SENATOR ROBERT D. ROBBINS
ON BEHALF OF SENATOR TERRY L. Comanmesiosramer s
PUNT ENTED TO THE SENATE Tegisldioe Journal

The PRESIDENT. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Mercer, Senator Robbins.

Senator ROBBINS. Madam President, today I have the honor
of making an introduction on behalf of Senator Punt, and I have
the honor of introducing a true American hero. With us today to
celebrate his 81st birthday is Mr. Robert Gehrett, a man who
risked his life under the most horrific conditions to ensure the
freedoms we cnjoy today. Mr. Gehrett attended the Aviations
Mechanic School in Harrisburg at the onset of World War IL
Upon completing his schooling, he became an aviations me-
chanic at the Middletown Air Depot. It was while working in this
cnpacltytbalhewudmﬂedmdwl}mmd States Army. He joined

Army engineer training at Fort Leonardwood, and it was here
{hat he volunteered for duty with the 1015t Aisborne Division,
which was immortalized in the film "Band of Brothers." Mr.
Gehrett, in fact, went to jump school at Fort Benning, Georgia,
with Dick Winters. He was initially assigned to the 502nd Para-

Mary.

On D-Day, June 6, 1944, M. Gehrett, along with 13,000 of
his fellow paratroopers, parachuted into Normandy, 6 miles be-
hind enemy lines at Ste.-Me're-Eglise. Eighty percent of those
men were either killed or wounded in combat. This invasion, as
we know today, helped turn the tide of the war. He also partici-
pated in Operation Market Garden, jumping with the 502nd into
Holland. Mr. Gehrett was assigned to B Company of the 2nd of
the 501t Parachute Infantry Regiment. He also participated in
the Battle of the Bulge, starting on the 17th of December, and in
temperatures well below freczing, he suffered from frostbite and
was hospitalized at that time. He was sent to England and did not
rejoin the 101t Airborne Division, but the Army took the train-
ing he originally started with and utilized his aviation mechanics

training and he was transferred to the 8th Army Air Corps.




















































