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Following ig & statement of George #. Colli dated 22 January
1946 concerning tne digappearance of major Johnston (file AG 201
Johnston, Uharles D, }: .

"On I~Day, Major Johanston jumped with his Battalion Head- .
quarcers Gompany Srd Battalion. As you mey have been informed, a :
few planes ol ours isnded around twenty-two miiea trom our D=-Z. :
Major johnsion Was among us. the place we lLanded was a mnall TowWn
carlea Graiffses, France, arouna gix nlles south oi vereuton. On

M‘t&l& nlg 1 we were attacked vy e large number ot the

d’,/*" enemy, and we were all rorced To ©pliT up in emall groups. I

C was along with Major Jdohneton, also two other ofiicerg and another
e ™ enlisteq man, Major Johnston wanted to cross a bridge so he could
- contact some rriendly torces. We were RurRx i1nformed oI wie bridge

be.ng gusrded by 8. 8. Troopers, but he insisted we croes the
bridge anyway. We walked tbrough the back of gome woods and came
upon the road leading Lo the bridge. Bo we kept in single file and
stayed on the road, AL the curve just beiore the bridge, some
guards jumped oui and halted us, snd peing swampland on both sides
ot the road, we all jumpec in. I saw sround ihrse guaras eome
running down the bank anc shooting about soat time one oI the . g
ofticers Bk was hit, so Major Johnston was trying %o have thenm .
gtop ghooting by ciTering to surrender, and when they heard him
they turned all their guns in his direction snd anether officer;
Lieutenant Maxwell waes shot through ine stomach 1 belisve.
Finally I saw them call Major Johmeton up to the pank followed
py enother man, woich I thought may be the other enlisted man.
i dicked under water and puiled mysell guite away belore L cane
up, and that'as all I can tell you."

An exeminetion of the files of tine subject officer in Casualiy
— Branch and Office.s Branch, AGQ, a.d the index in Prigoner of war
Information Bureau, PMGO, does not reveel any Ifusther information
relevant to this review.
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