REGIMENTAL UNIT STUDY
NUMBER I LA

(THE FORCING. OF THE ME:RDF%T CA.US‘?‘WAY SRR
- AT I.A. FIE{R:& FRANG.M w0 B, g R

b
¥

5 Aﬁ:Action by the Third Battélién.
: ' 325TH GLIDER INFANTRY
and Other Elements

Publisnéd by History Section 5"
European Theater of Operations ;

This. study is one.
“ . of a series purposed

~ to develop the Normandy -
“ Ope;atlons of the 82d and.




R b 2 )
‘ v

THE FORCING OF THE MERDERET CAUSEWAY -
AT LA FIERE, FRANCE '

@NTENTS

4 Page .
CHARG’E A.CROSS THECAUE—EIWAY...I.OCC.G.l-O_l. 1

X m SmU‘GGIE FOR MOBII‘.I‘T._Y.'.."'.-.‘T.‘-..IJ.'? -

COMND VEW ﬁ.:ﬂDACTIONo- ..dlnc.n.oooala lc..‘26

-SHOT: -INTHE.AR-M.-I....'II.....I...'...'.-..':"Blj:
THE CROSSING COMPLETED..,.seeetvessascesd8
. THE HEDGEROW FIGHTING...seveveesvasssonsbh

momIJEmmCENM....'.......---IICI_IEQ

THE MOMENT OF FATLURE. s svsuesssenosesss59

’IIHE:EVEN]:N.G AT'LACKOI0,-."..‘.'-..........63
F_INiS-HI:‘l..l.‘.ilﬂ.l.Il.‘.'.I.‘.D.I._I..'.'..‘.I.I...‘él.g

—




CHARGE'.A_GROSQ THE CAﬁSEWAY e

e facts were developed at a battalion crlthuQ in- LELGESTWR
-on 2-3 August, 1944, with all surviving officers and .- W
present. In the narratlve, the w1tnesses are self- 1dent1fy— ;

:ttalion was already in motion toward the MERDERET and ap-

ﬁiﬁgfthe-failway crossing when the order for the attack, :

6 down the column of marching men. It passed from man to.man "
'Jit no .one would ml understand the nature of the assignﬂent:;ft

re to attack across the Causeway, and once started they

keep moving. Company G; being first in the column, would

he assault, followed by Companies E and F. After that, iurgﬁ
lmation; came the heavy machine guns; the 81 mm mortars 5

hem) and the other elements of Headquarters Company. Theﬁ{g
came to an exposed space at the raierad crossover ‘but ‘.
all double-timed through there and the Battalion made it .

t anyone being hurt.

he order was still being relayed to the reafward files,
BPreparatory Barrage'fire opened; and the artillery and otﬁe:
Borting ‘Weapons continued their pounding of the western bank “:'
cOlumn moved downgrade along the winding road whlch led
RIVer. It was a preparation loosely coordlnated in partl

y satlsfylng in its over-all effect, Along the rlver
fﬁPT R. D. RA% and his badly-punished group of ‘men from .
‘5_h Reblmcnt had been having some hours of extra anxiety.‘

een told early that morning that there would be an .




t to forcelthé GauSeway by storm and that either his-f.~LLL
pany (reinforced) or a battalion from 325th Roglment would _
:;jthe-assignment; it was a question whether the 325th column_'
.fﬁd arrive in time from CHEF DU PONT. They sweated it out
Brough the/early hours,IKHOWing that if the other force was_noté
by 1000; they would have to jump-off.* Periodically, RAE
_;;;aports of the upcoming column's progress; -it began to 1ook g
2 At 1030 RAE heard the barrage open and he knew that
_L;25th‘s men were moving in to attack. He had already deployed
11 men in firing position close to the water®s edge, W1th g
_eater part of them disposed to the left of the bridge ar;r?_t__l_.
. small rise of ground to right of it. This was according
_-uﬁoGAVIN'é instructions; GAVIN had also sent Word.to RAE

é}p heads-up whon the attemnpt was made to force the Causeway,.
r_'j325th‘?s attack seemed to waver, he was to oharge forWard
muis own group, and take over the assault.* Now as the Di— |
B0's 1icht guns and the 1555 of the 345th Battalion, 90th Di-
q, began to speak from the ground between IA 1i‘IERE and STE
LISU, the roar and rattle above the swamp of the MERDERET
rapidly. They were Jjoined by the-artillery pieces ana
iguns of Company A, 746th Tank Battallon whlch after com~
utiously forward under cover of the artlllery attack had

';ﬁanks into hull defilade among the farm buildings on the

ound Just above RAE'S fire line. The action was hardly

he interview with RAE and his men.
AE ang corroborated by GAVIN.




Zk against the built-up area along the opposife sﬁoré. T
'»-“éame buildinés came a.small arms fire of such intensity
jﬁ;f.“beat'like hail" against the Americaﬁ,side 6f the rive
Featening anyone who tried to approacﬁ the bridge. RAE'S me
_f‘eady 301ned this actlon every rifle and machine gun wa

.on the'f{kely~1ook1ng targets on the far shore. Yet

' é; 325th, had kept on moving toward the bridge, hearing
..f?} feeling; this blast. Until the last 200 yards or so, t
*éAame at the bridge from an angle; the road embankments wé:
~:;d sufficiently protecting. And the Cumraﬁy had somethin:
--})Worry about. For the attack across the Causeway, the

43 had been nromlsed an adequate covering fire of smoke. Tt

latter details from COL LEWIS but eonfirmed by his |
officers and RAE. '

: ords are IEWIS' but RAu HARNEY and others spoke of thé
'lty of this fire.
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;usly for ‘the smoke, they had ‘seen a.'few smoke shells fall

,,$nothlﬂg more. The opposite bank was perfectly clear. The

.»éelt pretty let down about it.*

;ompany turned the last bend and the road straightened out
%e brldne. Instantly machine gun fire swept over them from
Bnd the MERDERET and the men Jumped for cover into the ditches
%h sides of the road.' CAPT SAULS saw his men go down, but

slot of flre and he was sure that if he trled to take
that way, tne attack'would crumple before reaching the
** Neither he nor his men had to strain tnelr 1mag1n—
88 to gllmpse the{danger in among them in the ditches,and
-ﬁ;he_embankments were about 20 dead from 507th——most of thgm
. of'the'artillery. SAULS' men- looking forward, could see
:Qrtar and, artlllery fire beating around the bridge. SAUIS
*ibd if there wasn't a side road leadlnﬂ into the bridge; he
to a. oounle of 507 officers; they could tell him only that
ﬁeen taking a beating on this ground for two days andlthat

'[Qpre a "hell of a lot of Germans® on the other side of the
T

Leaving his company in the ditches, he made a wide

®om the critique.
'TZS an intereqtlng fact that despite all the fighting which

§8° on cver this ground during the preceding days, SAULS was

_;ine Oof the benefits of what had been learned by the other
88 already at LA FILRE



sé'anfde‘ afouna 'i:o‘ the left. Tt took him over about tiie
ound where GAPT SCHWARTZWALDER'S men- had 5one on D Day.
found the sidé road whlch-tw1sted thrcugh the cluster of’
walled fafm_buildings nearest;the river. CAPT RAE?S_men’
.eplbYed over this portion of the Shore; sb many of their
gre strewn over_the road that SAULS had.to-ask the help

7 sergeant in moving some of the bodies so that he could
rward to where the 51de road turned into the Cauqeway and
plete hls reconnalsSanca. The road seemed suited to his
-“1t apnroached the brldge at almost a right angle ‘the
was flat and the road would have been under full obser= .
from the far shore had it not been that a shoulder-high
ll screened it during the last LO yards., The covar was
:;iperfect at one point an enemy Shell had breached the wall
:ﬁt seven yards and this meant that every man would have
 t of exposure in moving up to the last assembly p01nt
Ifhe enemy nachlne guns seemed to be playlng its fire around
breach but SAULS decided that the rlsk was worth taking. He
'ythe Company to follow the way he had come. Most of the
ﬁade it WlthOUb too much dlfflculty, boundlng one man at
i FSt the gap in the wall. Once past it, the men packed
'}1togethér, hugging the stone wall, 80 that the first two
ihere compressed into a 51ng1e llne of men not more than “
Ong. There they waited, crouched over. The Amerlcan
fire contlnued the guns were supposed to hold on the

bore until the last minute and the fire was then to roll




s the 1nfantry charﬂed the Causeway. 'The ehemy-artil—

g falling just short of the wall; it dldn't bother SAULS!
t it landed w1th unusual consistency along the.narrow

rip of river bank where RAE'S men were deployed. Enemy-small
'ire—quite a lot of it—was beating agéinst the wall and
ing off into tﬁe farm buildings beyond the Compan?. MAJ
. GARDEIER, who had just taken over the Battalion a feﬁv
.Lié_before;-came forward to see whether SAULS' men were

They were—but they were still frettlno about the smoke

n”)@tes to go! By now the aim and concentration of the

bad been spotted. § SGT WILFRED. L. ERICSSON was at the head
olumn and just bohind him was LT DONAID B. WASON; it

.u&e théif.job to lead out. SAULS, who was up with'them;
orward and saw the ruined tank and the burned vehicles
d.biocked the Causcway and made it neccessary for the
an infaﬁtry to advance without armor; he.also noted a

f American mines scattered about near the tank. Then
dokod back over his Company. To his eye, the men secme d :
éfe w1nked at a few of the leaders and they winked back at
Ffa man said: "Let's get.on over to the other side of the

§ There are probably some good looking madomolsellus wait-

b, SomM of the others laughed. SAULS raiscd his hand



e finger. And then it came 1045. SAULS held one-half

, amoke. Then he yelled: "Gol¥

[

:? and the beginning‘®of the bridge, they were to peel off

.;;oth sides of the road.. The order of advance was Secdnd Plaf'
, First Platoon, feapons Platoon and Headquarters Platoon. |

3}; shouted "the order, SAULS ran forward and became first man

'%hg off on the left, 'WASON swung over to the right and

SSON made the mistake of trailing right behind hlm follcwed

phis entire squad. WASON yelled back over his shoulder for

fernatcd ovonly. TInstantly, as the leaders bounded into the
b, they felt fire all around them: it seemed as if it was

g at them from front and from both flanks., The distance to
?faﬁersed in the open was 500 yards and SAULS had told them‘all'
"i_thelr one best chance was to try to take it on the ‘dead run
ut stopplng. He, NASON and ERICSSON kept going. ERICSSON‘S-

tralled along; - so did one BAR man from the Second Squadf

F} fire was beatlng the air all around them., But they ran




.&%#BICSSON cont inued his run down the trail leading out left-
:Gérom the bridge. The meﬁ swuné in behind him and ERiCSSONi
Lnﬁ'to_the BAR man to come up even with him. SAULS stayed at : «
_tersection of the road and the trail; he wamted to make . . &
BB+ the men would deploy to the leéft, following ERICSSON.

ﬁﬁow he hadn't looked back to see how many men were fcllow-

he other side of the MERDERET. For some reason, his men
-?}ﬁ coming on. The Causeway ‘curved sharply at about the half= -

: f}nt and this curve and the tree foliage borderihg both sideé

-ﬁ_road made it impossible for him to look back and see how

Of this came out at the critique. Officers and men said
8ly that safety in this passage lay in speed alone and
Jt_of the casualties occurred among men who stopped and

0 Tind cover as they were crossing the Causeway.




én'of_Company G who hadn't closed up beyond the breach_in

{frotécting wall; there hadn't been enough room for them. As 0
yeading squads displaced forward and started for the Causeway i

“ihe men -prepared to move past the breach, The first one, FWT

STVIN L. JOHNSON, was shot through the head by a machine gun bul-
Bt a5 he bounded past the gap; he dropped dead, and his body,
,;fing_across the roadway, shocked and stopped the remaining

B of the company and the entire Battalion béhind them. They
p

a{ad there inert for some time—possibly 10 minutes—solely

?Qresult of this one bullet. In that interval no one seemed

Wable of action or decision. Impulse was again restored to the B

ﬁid when LT FRANK E. AMINO got up, yelled: "let's go on and"

A kel

hsiyhe gons of bitches!" and bounded past the breach. Most.

i .&-—:n’d 3 el

ihe' mon then followed him, But the extra wait had taken the

y when LT COL CHARLES A. CARRELL, the Battalion commander,
;;fen SAULS the attack order, he had told him that he would

i{écking the position of a reinforced regiment.** Now, as

!yqse facts were determined at the critique. All hands agreed
Bem. They completely contradict the statements of the Regi-
Commander concerning this cpisode who even named the wrong

o« The HO is convinced that COL IEWIS was an unreliable

on this as. on other points. :
@48 1s the only point at which CARRELL figures in the story.
_;elieved'him before he gould exccute the charge. The reasons
AL relicf do not form a part of this study. At least one of
ge8equences, however, is reflected in the subsequent action.
Wbalion went virtually uncommanded throughout the day. During
QPQS, these companies were held togethor almost wholly through ;
g °n of the company officers. : ' <9
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boked'aﬁout_nim, he was aware that séarceiy”BOfmen had

oﬁ with him to close against the enemy and that most of,these
fﬁalready disappéared into ﬁhe fields and among the hedgerbws7

:fihBY proceeded to their assignment.

_if}ollowiﬂg him;'at a distance. During his. dash across the
fV:;ﬁéy he had seen an enemy mdchine gun firing straight down
;fgoad toward tha bridge; he wanted that gun. The time soon
gaﬁhen getting'it_meant a straight dash across an open sgace
..the enemy emplaoement he told the other men he'would try
uuone. The actlon ended in a dead heat WﬁoON‘S grenade

.';d the gun out Just as one of the German gunners shot WASON

SAULS? ‘Tunner, PFC PRANY THURSTON, had gone on with WASON'S

'~5r0m farther up the road. He rcoturned to SAULS and said:

-=_} I know where there is a machine gun nest; can I go get iteon

-ff told him to go ahead. He went on up to a position near the

road intefsection, lay down behind a hedge and shot the

'*T__qrew one at a time with his M-l. He returned to SAULS laugh
'-fft loud. ©I got the bastards, he said.

@=-.0ng the Causeway, things wore going least happily for the

third of the Company. It would have besn tough enough in

+ Weighted as they were, the weapons men couldn't get
m;bhe same running start as the riflemen, The 1nterlocking

208 fire with which thc enemy machine guns had the Causeway

& A0 o=



d from up and down the HERDERET seemed double the threat
his fiore ponderous elenent the,men proceeded slcwly, a bound
ﬁders of the Causeway embankments. And some, felllng vietim
E§he stopplng habit, decided to go no farther. They lay there'.
;% exeoee& and vulnerable until the enemy fire found them;

IE  bodies, dead or wounded, made 1t dlffleult for all others
;bme along behind them. This was the ‘beginning of the choke-
_eﬁ of lmmoblllty, the longer the flght proceeded the mere

the pessage became. Then in the mlddle of Company G's
:ﬁﬁing of the Causeway, the first American tank tried to eeﬁei
The American mines whlch SAULS had seen seattered near
;iﬁined enemy tank had net been removed by Company G; the

;' had been given no 1nstruct10n on that point. In trying
5'around the disabled tank, the Sherman tank exploded one ef
'e:es. The explosion didn't hurt anyone in the Sherman but
ffl-ed eeﬁen nen from the weapons platoen{ S SCGT GEORGE F.

ection leader of the mortars, was struck above the eye by
fragment and almost blinded. " He jumped up and urge& the

r mon en, though by the time he reachecd the end of the Cause-
_Wwas bleeding 8o badly that the others.made him turn back.
there were 20 toJBO casualtics—the dead and the.wounded;—
'{?ﬁt along the Oaueeway; Some of the wounded had crawled
-ﬂb the shallew drainege'ditchee which ran elong the embank-
fﬂmeee gutters within a short tlme “WETrc eemeletely cheked

ﬂawbunded and mallnwercre thereby wae_ellmlnated the only



cover along the Causeway.

;hbse ﬁinutes the operation hung by a few slender threads.

i movement along the Causeway had lost its initial momentum;

ted in yet greater numbers of men jamming the available road
as there had been no diminishing of the enemy's mortar and
Lt fire against the Gauseway, these traffic blocks énlarged

1
;;Sérgét;_in consequence, casualties mounted rapidiy;.tﬁis
.df“;, in-turﬁ, compounded Ehe diffibulty of :estoring.motion
;gﬁcolﬁmn. That became the very heart of the proﬁlem; thé
.{j&—éroWing impasse at this harrow,defile so gravely thrgat;-
4izhe objectives of operatiﬁn thgt before long every able-

-Q;é and willing officgr from the Division Commander on down
e‘;;stling with it—trying to get the wounded back; trying

“\Ithe faint-hearted to gb forward, trying to clear the road

f: efforts of the littlg band of men.Who had reached the
bank -of the MERDERET to bring some relief to those who fol-
ren't wholly fruitless. They were too few in nﬁmber to
helm immediately any important number of the enemy's fire
ns, but step by step they were winning ground.
was the situation as men and officers described it and it
very quickly, as the narratives of company experience

€ sight of a few wounded on the road made other men

and stop. Once a few men had stopped, it was no longer
for those who followed to make the Causeway on the run.

. | - BB s



ng'down thé-firsf.fféil leadiﬁg leftwardlalong‘thé rivéﬁ ;l
ng TRICSSON. had motioned.to his BAR man, PFC JAMES D.. .

‘to take UOSltlon at the nigh corner of the first field:
-;ﬁﬂ richt and make ready to fire. ERICSSON and the others raﬁil
»Qown the trail: he figured that he and his men would grenade- .
ﬁ:nemy from out of the flre posltlons behind the hedgerow runQ ,
garallel to the trail anq that as_the Germans fell back
) the field, KITTLE could mow ‘them down. It worked almost
aj; though right at the-béginning'two Germans pbpped“out
hii{a the hedger—ow with their helmets rattling and their
up. LRIC&SON thumbed them back toward the Causeway and
pnﬁ obediently, without guard.’ The Amerlcans .went on a
e yards and then threw grenades over the hedges. The enemy
3f;ed'in kind; ERICSSON and his men went flat; it seemed to
' the Geris grenades exploded that the concussion was ex-
slight and could not do them mich harm* Another dozen
=fié came from behind the hedge, hands raised: they, too, were
,ﬁ%d back toward the Causeway—and went. These things buiit ?
: ane in BFRICSSON'S men., There were more grenadings and more_'
y }ars. In short order; the exodus from the field became
?V;”and all resistance ceased in_that small area.” Others of
'W%PBn had proceeded in the same way against the hedgerow .
'?&»8 along the main road. Some additional power, which wasé

2 8 large number of surrenders, had come with the belated'

B Was their exact testiﬁony.,

= 13 =



?Tgf'rrﬁxﬁmoJaﬁéfnis'platodﬁ, o had ‘been Eeld ap. by Lhe
ent'at'the wall.- SAUIS éenﬁ about two aéd-one;half squadé
fe0: in the direction WASON, had gone, thus establishing the Tigh
}a'of Goﬁpany G. They set up a fire pbsition along the main
jad 50 as to cover the fields toward the southwest and they also
wﬁéd some of their automatic weapons'so as to counter the fire
;IL: from the buildings to right of the road, around the church.
-;ﬁf AMINO'S meﬁ;_T.SGT JbHN B KNEALE;'worked hiSQway up to the

§¥st fork in the main road. He stood there waving his arms and

»Iback at the other men: "Come on! Come on! We've got the

ﬁf-thé day" and ome of the most-efféctive.individual actions

knew that in his exposed position, KNEAIE was already push-
8 luck and asking_for a bullet. His own nerves became taut

-flhis exhibition and he finally ran forward the necessary dis-

00 and gave KNEAIE a personal order to take cover.*

MSOON and his men made a temporary withdrawal after procéeding

w?¥)o yards down the trail; they had just about exhausted their

PAS' description. He added these words: "To get American
?r‘a pPassage of this kind, the leader has to stay in front
 "Let's go!" But if he's wise, he'll leave a few stout-
‘-feliows behind to keep the stragglers moving."

- -



aok and elimihated him from ‘the action.

iiha begiﬁning,l.the assignment of Company G had been to :.
that part of the enemy front which lay to the left of the
fifoad- ERICSSON, WASON and KNEALE had all made passes at

Blg assiznment ;but had been iimited By the strength at hand.

lear the fields between the trail and the MERDERET marsh and

1ng'gradually to the fightward; Another group which had

5'S group on courses at first running roughly parallel
gahally converging. As they proceeded; they were to put
iire the hedgerow-bordered fields lying between them and
.ﬁpy any enemy forées positioned there. Each force was to use

:ire in such—wéy as to provide a release'for the other.

'?imple HDaneuver was the beginning of order. Back along the
??Y-the.situatioﬁ was still fuily desperate. Fire beat -
Qig_roadﬁay from both sides and front. The paving and the
5“?htS'Were_beooming littered with the dead and the wounded;
B3 the congestion that the forces still trying to come

“?;d to move at slow pace. At times they were wholly stqp— '

the choke of bodies.,




.f'the_Gérman priéoners ﬁeréffrying to getlio:the east
t'moét of.them ﬁeré-being'killed'by theif own or by

n fire while trying to ﬁove against the current,* SGT

SON, looking the scene over, had decided that it was beﬁter?

,f; in a ditch with a hole in his back than attempt that pas=-

@things to change. A friend who had just come over the Cause-

found him there. That was several hours later. ERICSSON

fhe meti of the Battalion said unanimously that they killed
soners as they tried to work back across the Causeway.
friend was 1ST SGT HARRY B. READY. '

k. - < 18 =



; DEPLOYMENT OF
COMPANY “G'325TH||
INFANTRY.

9 June 1944
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THE STRUGGLE FOR MOBILITY

ﬁif had crossed the Cauéeway,'Compény E's immediate miSSion |
s;deplof-tO'the right of tﬁe main road and clear up the area
the river,bank;to the norﬁh and around the church. ' Thus
-ihh;n'the deployments of Companies G and E, it was eXpected to
gi,up the enemy flre p051t10ns in the 1mmedlate foreground
';”ee the Causeway from harassment by everything save the
;iartlllery. CompanJ E was to go forward right on the heels

..Lpany G, First Platoon taking the lead.

ﬁitoon commander, IT RIGHARD B. JOHNSON took'off in advance

fLu 0's group. He had intended to take a quick reconnaissancé
: ground and make ready to sénd the men along as they got

’the Causeway. So as AMINO'S men carried on toward their

_orked hlS way along it slowlg, trying to see some 81gn of
_vemy through the gaps in the row: it was an unprofltable
o i the area was being pretty well churned up by mortar
'f}d small arms fire; he could see where bullets were clip-

-~?igs and branches from the apple trees, but for the moment

?

¥ no s1gn of_a live enemy.

t of his men were about 10 mlnutes in redching him and-
is time he had left very much alone since Company\G's

; Ppeared into the hedges on the other 'side of the_road as

- ;7_;



?gtas'they feached therwest bank. There had been a ellght

‘when T SGT HENRY W, HOWELL led the platoon almost as far

d as’ the bridge and then found-that his road was blocked"

ﬁpany G stragglers. As HOWELL had been given no instruetier
i paseiﬁg through any part ef Company G, he puzzled over it

. few moments, somewhat in doubt as to whether the general

had been halted. Then the Battalion S-3 GAPT JAMES G.

, told hlm to take First Platoon through the block and con-

{hhe on across the Causeway. During the delay, a mortar shell

;igeé along the embankment, just a few yards frem the head of

tpmpany. The shell exploded upward and several shards struck

‘;HARIES F. IURPHY'S face; several other men had been wounded
bled pretty badly but he didn't stop to get first aidﬁ

.because of the bleeding, he decided to'make the Causeway

@ as rapidly as he could instead of using his personel

rfem the rear to jockey along the less willing elements;

tter task fell to his Executive Of ficer, LT BRUCE H. BOOKER.

and his group picked their Wway along like men doing a bend-

ace in slow motion.

»

It was no longer possible for the rifle—

“to run the dletance or even to walk fast; stragglers and some

ers were moving back toward theu, mlngled with a few Ameri-

“:1ded, Other wounded were crawling along the embankments; a

'Qd were scattered along the pavement. Some of the able-
drained of thelr courage upon finding themselvee wholly

ANd under intense fire during the Gausewey paesage, trled

.= 18 -
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ind cover behind the deaﬁ'bodies,fthere:being nOne.béttérg*"}

f;ailable; So doing, thsy'eﬁlarged the cluster and worsened ‘
.giﬁ qopgestion. Too; the mﬁbhine gun and mortar people wéré f
'fighting their way across- axid 'taking it slowly?_ ;willy.-nilly; and
pité the clear intentions of the cbmmande:s, the Gauseﬁay was
écaming a general fire line, HOWELL noticed .that the leader'of
“5 own machine gun squad, SGT LARRY S. WILSON, proﬁeeded‘by'ad-'
cing his gun not more than 40 yards at.a time,'sé ﬁhat in all
must'have sét up and fired 10 or ﬁore iimes during;the passf

. It was the same with the other weapons men, though among
.rifleﬁan, the movement was slow or rapid, smooth or jerky, ‘o
éSt‘wholly'according to the example set by each squad-or small
.pp léader. If the leader:moved ahead at a collected pace; it
still possible to get a platoon ahead almost as a bddy; 5ut
a squad 1eadér lost heart and fell away from the piatoon;'his
'qsually fell by the wayside with him.*

?;¥BOOKER, whose task it was to prod Company E forward, had a

{&;-be to ponder these things. He at first worked his way up
e |

-}ﬁithe head of the Company column and reached the end of the

Cat - '
'f§§eway about even with SGT HOWELL'S men. Aware that a lerge
Igitiqn of the Company was lagging,'he went on back as far aé
3.‘? . ’ :

q;ﬁmidge and then began a personal sweep forward, looking for

Ijﬂﬁny E men but working on SAULS' men, also. Halfway across on
<53 : 4 '

all Companies were interviewed at length on these points and
h;;the material details of the crossing experience. What is
i°re is the concensus of all who were interviewed. -
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oﬁd trip, he was hit through the”calvéé of both'légs.by;?i{

}ragments' it string—haitered him temporarily-éﬁd hé-sat
:;i-on the edge of the embankmsnt to wait for a medico to come - s
;;” and bandage him up. Slttlng there bleedlng and unable to 3
he continued to wave back to the men strung out along the_.-é
_;;eway to the rear of him, shoutlng at them: "Get on up there,
.zﬂﬁ it! That's where the fight. is!" Men heard hlm. got up _;;a
" ?Qoved along. Still, he continued to exhort them. Before ;!
-‘.uld get his wounds dressed, he saw a group of Gompany E- men‘
% it back along the Causeway, trylng to escape the battle.;;;i
3 1ing and laughlng, he pulled his pistol and fired a quick half !
.'rounds just over their heads. They turned back toward the_-
,ﬁgq;f Thé incident,_howevér, by no means closed EOOKER'S record
‘119 day. ﬁe was éimply waiting for his legs to cool- off.
' ”andaged he was ready to go again and the drive which he -
dertaken on behalf of the Company was extended to include

lentire force. No other officer played a stronger part in

ding numbers of men to pick up.and join the battle.®

his appointment with IT JOHNSON. He had lost’
f'%ftragglers back along the embankments and a few of his men
"En hit and removed from the action. But most members of
Eijon were either with or close behind him when he reporﬁed

fedgEIUw covering the churchyard. A few men ran on toward

; _rd. HOWELL stopped to talk with JOHNSON on further

;Ezwitnesses as to various aspects of BOOKER'S aCthlty were

gutNEY . LT WHITE, LT TRAVELSTEAD, SGT ADRIA.N T RUSSJ_.LL and
: ;IEL BAKER
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svof.the déploymenﬁ:"Thep £a§q1ne'guh fire QOminé'frdm uﬁﬁﬁ;
§d t0ward IE MOTEY cut them both down, HOWELL getting it
hg.arm.and chest and'JOHNSQN being wounded in the shoulder.
: men wére efacuated back over the Causeway. S SGT FRANK C. -
1 T_took over the platoon; anfeﬁ minutes later'he was KIA.-
_;cf;re continued to bear from the west on the ground where the
n was advancing and there was a-considerablé, though.scaté
', rifle fire mixed with the steady whine of the enemy's
tic weapons . Adding to the discomfort of CAPT MURPHY 'S
he 507th's covering fire-from across ‘the MERDERET.Seemed'
ééarching sharply cldse to the Americaﬁ'fldnk As COmpany
ieadlng files started fanning out along the paths and ditches
g past the church and orchard they felt the flre close in
: ?em as if both forces were concenterlng thelr shot on the
patch of country51de in their immediate foreground. ‘They
: dly any time in which to rTeact strongly to this unpleasant
8e ion, however, before it produced its most starﬁiing effect
B¢ Germans who had been holding fire positions within the
.qﬁzj ard and through the orchard to rear of it. The crossfire
Fuerved them and they were begglng for é chance to qult when
5fS.men arrlved the sklrmlshers 301ng forward saw them

': up and dOWn in their foxholes and yelling: '"Kamerad'"

*»0 Germans were captured right around the church.
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?T ccunted heads, he found ‘that: only cne and one-half

' had made it, the rest hav1ng fallen by the wayside durlng
,auseway crossing. Forward and rear, Oompany E's ‘losses
_,;1n fact mounting de5p1te the appearance of collapse in the
-u'pOSltlon. One artlllery shell, 1and1ng amcng MURPHY'S men
hey. were taklng the German surrender in the churchyard

#iod of f seven of them. Perhapeﬁeemewhat more than half of

,gt'Of action during the crossing, More than that number_
: :ed to come along because they lackedlthe nerve to face
iéfe' Some men said later that they were willing enough
githat the Causeway seemed to drain them of all bodily vitality.
-'.iﬁ was not a day of high temperatures, the heat seemed
éle. Once the movement had become a slcw march, the paa-
ﬂ:s more exhausting than when the leaders had been able to
' {ow it. The first files had had only to face the fire: for
’ﬁ3th fcllowed; there was the extra ordeal of havingito run.-
fJitlet of their own dead and wounded, The able-bodied stop-
S:éiVe Tirst aid to the wounded; the‘wounded-StOPPed to tilt
'Hicen to the lips of the dying. And wherever they stopped,

s4le continued to beat about them.

» his leg wounds dressed, tried to get back in stride
d that the muscles wouldn't respond—he couldn't walk,

Zgnt forward-crawling and as he proceeded, he urged the
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