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CHARGE'.A_GROSQ THE CAﬁSEWAY e

e facts were developed at a battalion crlthuQ in- LELGESTWR
-on 2-3 August, 1944, with all surviving officers and .- W
present. In the narratlve, the w1tnesses are self- 1dent1fy— ;

:ttalion was already in motion toward the MERDERET and ap-

ﬁiﬁgfthe-failway crossing when the order for the attack, :

6 down the column of marching men. It passed from man to.man "
'Jit no .one would ml understand the nature of the assignﬂent:;ft

re to attack across the Causeway, and once started they

keep moving. Company G; being first in the column, would

he assault, followed by Companies E and F. After that, iurgﬁ
lmation; came the heavy machine guns; the 81 mm mortars 5

hem) and the other elements of Headquarters Company. Theﬁ{g
came to an exposed space at the raierad crossover ‘but ‘.
all double-timed through there and the Battalion made it .

t anyone being hurt.

he order was still being relayed to the reafward files,
BPreparatory Barrage'fire opened; and the artillery and otﬁe:
Borting ‘Weapons continued their pounding of the western bank “:'
cOlumn moved downgrade along the winding road whlch led
RIVer. It was a preparation loosely coordlnated in partl

y satlsfylng in its over-all effect, Along the rlver
fﬁPT R. D. RA% and his badly-punished group of ‘men from .
‘5_h Reblmcnt had been having some hours of extra anxiety.‘

een told early that morning that there would be an .




t to forcelthé GauSeway by storm and that either his-f.~LLL
pany (reinforced) or a battalion from 325th Roglment would _
:;jthe-assignment; it was a question whether the 325th column_'
.fﬁd arrive in time from CHEF DU PONT. They sweated it out
Brough the/early hours,IKHOWing that if the other force was_noté
by 1000; they would have to jump-off.* Periodically, RAE
_;;;aports of the upcoming column's progress; -it began to 1ook g
2 At 1030 RAE heard the barrage open and he knew that
_L;25th‘s men were moving in to attack. He had already deployed
11 men in firing position close to the water®s edge, W1th g
_eater part of them disposed to the left of the bridge ar;r?_t__l_.
. small rise of ground to right of it. This was according
_-uﬁoGAVIN'é instructions; GAVIN had also sent Word.to RAE

é}p heads-up whon the attemnpt was made to force the Causeway,.
r_'j325th‘?s attack seemed to waver, he was to oharge forWard
muis own group, and take over the assault.* Now as the Di— |
B0's 1icht guns and the 1555 of the 345th Battalion, 90th Di-
q, began to speak from the ground between IA 1i‘IERE and STE
LISU, the roar and rattle above the swamp of the MERDERET
rapidly. They were Jjoined by the-artillery pieces ana
iguns of Company A, 746th Tank Battallon whlch after com~
utiously forward under cover of the artlllery attack had

';ﬁanks into hull defilade among the farm buildings on the

ound Just above RAE'S fire line. The action was hardly

he interview with RAE and his men.
AE ang corroborated by GAVIN.




Zk against the built-up area along the opposife sﬁoré. T
'»-“éame buildinés came a.small arms fire of such intensity
jﬁ;f.“beat'like hail" against the Americaﬁ,side 6f the rive
Featening anyone who tried to approacﬁ the bridge. RAE'S me
_f‘eady 301ned this actlon every rifle and machine gun wa

.on the'f{kely~1ook1ng targets on the far shore. Yet

' é; 325th, had kept on moving toward the bridge, hearing
..f?} feeling; this blast. Until the last 200 yards or so, t
*éAame at the bridge from an angle; the road embankments wé:
~:;d sufficiently protecting. And the Cumraﬁy had somethin:
--})Worry about. For the attack across the Causeway, the

43 had been nromlsed an adequate covering fire of smoke. Tt

latter details from COL LEWIS but eonfirmed by his |
officers and RAE. '

: ords are IEWIS' but RAu HARNEY and others spoke of thé
'lty of this fire.
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;usly for ‘the smoke, they had ‘seen a.'few smoke shells fall

,,$nothlﬂg more. The opposite bank was perfectly clear. The

.»éelt pretty let down about it.*

;ompany turned the last bend and the road straightened out
%e brldne. Instantly machine gun fire swept over them from
Bnd the MERDERET and the men Jumped for cover into the ditches
%h sides of the road.' CAPT SAULS saw his men go down, but

slot of flre and he was sure that if he trled to take
that way, tne attack'would crumple before reaching the
** Neither he nor his men had to strain tnelr 1mag1n—
88 to gllmpse the{danger in among them in the ditches,and
-ﬁ;he_embankments were about 20 dead from 507th——most of thgm
. of'the'artillery. SAULS' men- looking forward, could see
:Qrtar and, artlllery fire beating around the bridge. SAUIS
*ibd if there wasn't a side road leadlnﬂ into the bridge; he
to a. oounle of 507 officers; they could tell him only that
ﬁeen taking a beating on this ground for two days andlthat

'[Qpre a "hell of a lot of Germans® on the other side of the
T

Leaving his company in the ditches, he made a wide

®om the critique.
'TZS an intereqtlng fact that despite all the fighting which

§8° on cver this ground during the preceding days, SAULS was

_;ine Oof the benefits of what had been learned by the other
88 already at LA FILRE



sé'anfde‘ afouna 'i:o‘ the left. Tt took him over about tiie
ound where GAPT SCHWARTZWALDER'S men- had 5one on D Day.
found the sidé road whlch-tw1sted thrcugh the cluster of’
walled fafm_buildings nearest;the river. CAPT RAE?S_men’
.eplbYed over this portion of the Shore; sb many of their
gre strewn over_the road that SAULS had.to-ask the help

7 sergeant in moving some of the bodies so that he could
rward to where the 51de road turned into the Cauqeway and
plete hls reconnalsSanca. The road seemed suited to his
-“1t apnroached the brldge at almost a right angle ‘the
was flat and the road would have been under full obser= .
from the far shore had it not been that a shoulder-high
ll screened it during the last LO yards., The covar was
:;iperfect at one point an enemy Shell had breached the wall
:ﬁt seven yards and this meant that every man would have
 t of exposure in moving up to the last assembly p01nt
Ifhe enemy nachlne guns seemed to be playlng its fire around
breach but SAULS decided that the rlsk was worth taking. He
'ythe Company to follow the way he had come. Most of the
ﬁade it WlthOUb too much dlfflculty, boundlng one man at
i FSt the gap in the wall. Once past it, the men packed
'}1togethér, hugging the stone wall, 80 that the first two
ihere compressed into a 51ng1e llne of men not more than “
Ong. There they waited, crouched over. The Amerlcan
fire contlnued the guns were supposed to hold on the

bore until the last minute and the fire was then to roll




s the 1nfantry charﬂed the Causeway. 'The ehemy-artil—

g falling just short of the wall; it dldn't bother SAULS!
t it landed w1th unusual consistency along the.narrow

rip of river bank where RAE'S men were deployed. Enemy-small
'ire—quite a lot of it—was beating agéinst the wall and
ing off into tﬁe farm buildings beyond the Compan?. MAJ
. GARDEIER, who had just taken over the Battalion a feﬁv
.Lié_before;-came forward to see whether SAULS' men were

They were—but they were still frettlno about the smoke

n”)@tes to go! By now the aim and concentration of the

bad been spotted. § SGT WILFRED. L. ERICSSON was at the head
olumn and just bohind him was LT DONAID B. WASON; it

.u&e théif.job to lead out. SAULS, who was up with'them;
orward and saw the ruined tank and the burned vehicles
d.biocked the Causcway and made it neccessary for the
an infaﬁtry to advance without armor; he.also noted a

f American mines scattered about near the tank. Then
dokod back over his Company. To his eye, the men secme d :
éfe w1nked at a few of the leaders and they winked back at
Ffa man said: "Let's get.on over to the other side of the

§ There are probably some good looking madomolsellus wait-

b, SomM of the others laughed. SAULS raiscd his hand



e finger. And then it came 1045. SAULS held one-half

, amoke. Then he yelled: "Gol¥

[

:? and the beginning‘®of the bridge, they were to peel off

.;;oth sides of the road.. The order of advance was Secdnd Plaf'
, First Platoon, feapons Platoon and Headquarters Platoon. |

3}; shouted "the order, SAULS ran forward and became first man

'%hg off on the left, 'WASON swung over to the right and

SSON made the mistake of trailing right behind hlm follcwed

phis entire squad. WASON yelled back over his shoulder for

fernatcd ovonly. TInstantly, as the leaders bounded into the
b, they felt fire all around them: it seemed as if it was

g at them from front and from both flanks., The distance to
?faﬁersed in the open was 500 yards and SAULS had told them‘all'
"i_thelr one best chance was to try to take it on the ‘dead run
ut stopplng. He, NASON and ERICSSON kept going. ERICSSON‘S-

tralled along; - so did one BAR man from the Second Squadf

F} fire was beatlng the air all around them., But they ran




.&%#BICSSON cont inued his run down the trail leading out left-
:Gérom the bridge. The meﬁ swuné in behind him and ERiCSSONi
Lnﬁ'to_the BAR man to come up even with him. SAULS stayed at : «
_tersection of the road and the trail; he wamted to make . . &
BB+ the men would deploy to the leéft, following ERICSSON.

ﬁﬁow he hadn't looked back to see how many men were fcllow-

he other side of the MERDERET. For some reason, his men
-?}ﬁ coming on. The Causeway ‘curved sharply at about the half= -

: f}nt and this curve and the tree foliage borderihg both sideé

-ﬁ_road made it impossible for him to look back and see how

Of this came out at the critique. Officers and men said
8ly that safety in this passage lay in speed alone and
Jt_of the casualties occurred among men who stopped and

0 Tind cover as they were crossing the Causeway.




én'of_Company G who hadn't closed up beyond the breach_in

{frotécting wall; there hadn't been enough room for them. As 0
yeading squads displaced forward and started for the Causeway i

“ihe men -prepared to move past the breach, The first one, FWT

STVIN L. JOHNSON, was shot through the head by a machine gun bul-
Bt a5 he bounded past the gap; he dropped dead, and his body,
,;fing_across the roadway, shocked and stopped the remaining

B of the company and the entire Battalion béhind them. They
p

a{ad there inert for some time—possibly 10 minutes—solely

?Qresult of this one bullet. In that interval no one seemed

Wable of action or decision. Impulse was again restored to the B

ﬁid when LT FRANK E. AMINO got up, yelled: "let's go on and"

A kel

hsiyhe gons of bitches!" and bounded past the breach. Most.

i .&-—:n’d 3 el

ihe' mon then followed him, But the extra wait had taken the

y when LT COL CHARLES A. CARRELL, the Battalion commander,
;;fen SAULS the attack order, he had told him that he would

i{écking the position of a reinforced regiment.** Now, as

!yqse facts were determined at the critique. All hands agreed
Bem. They completely contradict the statements of the Regi-
Commander concerning this cpisode who even named the wrong

o« The HO is convinced that COL IEWIS was an unreliable

on this as. on other points. :
@48 1s the only point at which CARRELL figures in the story.
_;elieved'him before he gould exccute the charge. The reasons
AL relicf do not form a part of this study. At least one of
ge8equences, however, is reflected in the subsequent action.
Wbalion went virtually uncommanded throughout the day. During
QPQS, these companies were held togethor almost wholly through ;
g °n of the company officers. : ' <9
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boked'aﬁout_nim, he was aware that séarceiy”BOfmen had

oﬁ with him to close against the enemy and that most of,these
fﬁalready disappéared into ﬁhe fields and among the hedgerbws7

:fihBY proceeded to their assignment.

_if}ollowiﬂg him;'at a distance. During his. dash across the
fV:;ﬁéy he had seen an enemy mdchine gun firing straight down
;fgoad toward tha bridge; he wanted that gun. The time soon
gaﬁhen getting'it_meant a straight dash across an open sgace
..the enemy emplaoement he told the other men he'would try
uuone. The actlon ended in a dead heat WﬁoON‘S grenade

.';d the gun out Just as one of the German gunners shot WASON

SAULS? ‘Tunner, PFC PRANY THURSTON, had gone on with WASON'S

'~5r0m farther up the road. He rcoturned to SAULS and said:

-=_} I know where there is a machine gun nest; can I go get iteon

-ff told him to go ahead. He went on up to a position near the

road intefsection, lay down behind a hedge and shot the

'*T__qrew one at a time with his M-l. He returned to SAULS laugh
'-fft loud. ©I got the bastards, he said.

@=-.0ng the Causeway, things wore going least happily for the

third of the Company. It would have besn tough enough in

+ Weighted as they were, the weapons men couldn't get
m;bhe same running start as the riflemen, The 1nterlocking

208 fire with which thc enemy machine guns had the Causeway

& A0 o=



d from up and down the HERDERET seemed double the threat
his fiore ponderous elenent the,men proceeded slcwly, a bound
ﬁders of the Causeway embankments. And some, felllng vietim
E§he stopplng habit, decided to go no farther. They lay there'.
;% exeoee& and vulnerable until the enemy fire found them;

IE  bodies, dead or wounded, made 1t dlffleult for all others
;bme along behind them. This was the ‘beginning of the choke-
_eﬁ of lmmoblllty, the longer the flght proceeded the mere

the pessage became. Then in the mlddle of Company G's
:ﬁﬁing of the Causeway, the first American tank tried to eeﬁei
The American mines whlch SAULS had seen seattered near
;iﬁined enemy tank had net been removed by Company G; the

;' had been given no 1nstruct10n on that point. In trying
5'around the disabled tank, the Sherman tank exploded one ef
'e:es. The explosion didn't hurt anyone in the Sherman but
ffl-ed eeﬁen nen from the weapons platoen{ S SCGT GEORGE F.

ection leader of the mortars, was struck above the eye by
fragment and almost blinded. " He jumped up and urge& the

r mon en, though by the time he reachecd the end of the Cause-
_Wwas bleeding 8o badly that the others.made him turn back.
there were 20 toJBO casualtics—the dead and the.wounded;—
'{?ﬁt along the Oaueeway; Some of the wounded had crawled
-ﬂb the shallew drainege'ditchee which ran elong the embank-
fﬂmeee gutters within a short tlme “WETrc eemeletely cheked

ﬂawbunded and mallnwercre thereby wae_ellmlnated the only



cover along the Causeway.

;hbse ﬁinutes the operation hung by a few slender threads.

i movement along the Causeway had lost its initial momentum;

ted in yet greater numbers of men jamming the available road
as there had been no diminishing of the enemy's mortar and
Lt fire against the Gauseway, these traffic blocks énlarged

1
;;Sérgét;_in consequence, casualties mounted rapidiy;.tﬁis
.df“;, in-turﬁ, compounded Ehe diffibulty of :estoring.motion
;gﬁcolﬁmn. That became the very heart of the proﬁlem; thé
.{j&—éroWing impasse at this harrow,defile so gravely thrgat;-
4izhe objectives of operatiﬁn thgt before long every able-

-Q;é and willing officgr from the Division Commander on down
e‘;;stling with it—trying to get the wounded back; trying

“\Ithe faint-hearted to gb forward, trying to clear the road

f: efforts of the littlg band of men.Who had reached the
bank -of the MERDERET to bring some relief to those who fol-
ren't wholly fruitless. They were too few in nﬁmber to
helm immediately any important number of the enemy's fire
ns, but step by step they were winning ground.
was the situation as men and officers described it and it
very quickly, as the narratives of company experience

€ sight of a few wounded on the road made other men

and stop. Once a few men had stopped, it was no longer
for those who followed to make the Causeway on the run.

. | - BB s



ng'down thé-firsf.fféil leadiﬁg leftwardlalong‘thé rivéﬁ ;l
ng TRICSSON. had motioned.to his BAR man, PFC JAMES D.. .

‘to take UOSltlon at the nigh corner of the first field:
-;ﬁﬂ richt and make ready to fire. ERICSSON and the others raﬁil
»Qown the trail: he figured that he and his men would grenade- .
ﬁ:nemy from out of the flre posltlons behind the hedgerow runQ ,
garallel to the trail anq that as_the Germans fell back
) the field, KITTLE could mow ‘them down. It worked almost
aj; though right at the-béginning'two Germans pbpped“out
hii{a the hedger—ow with their helmets rattling and their
up. LRIC&SON thumbed them back toward the Causeway and
pnﬁ obediently, without guard.’ The Amerlcans .went on a
e yards and then threw grenades over the hedges. The enemy
3f;ed'in kind; ERICSSON and his men went flat; it seemed to
' the Geris grenades exploded that the concussion was ex-
slight and could not do them mich harm* Another dozen
=fié came from behind the hedge, hands raised: they, too, were
,ﬁ%d back toward the Causeway—and went. These things buiit ?
: ane in BFRICSSON'S men., There were more grenadings and more_'
y }ars. In short order; the exodus from the field became
?V;”and all resistance ceased in_that small area.” Others of
'W%PBn had proceeded in the same way against the hedgerow .
'?&»8 along the main road. Some additional power, which wasé

2 8 large number of surrenders, had come with the belated'

B Was their exact testiﬁony.,

= 13 =



?Tgf'rrﬁxﬁmoJaﬁéfnis'platodﬁ, o had ‘been Eeld ap. by Lhe
ent'at'the wall.- SAUIS éenﬁ about two aéd-one;half squadé
fe0: in the direction WASON, had gone, thus establishing the Tigh
}a'of Goﬁpany G. They set up a fire pbsition along the main
jad 50 as to cover the fields toward the southwest and they also
wﬁéd some of their automatic weapons'so as to counter the fire
;IL: from the buildings to right of the road, around the church.
-;ﬁf AMINO'S meﬁ;_T.SGT JbHN B KNEALE;'worked hiSQway up to the

§¥st fork in the main road. He stood there waving his arms and

»Iback at the other men: "Come on! Come on! We've got the

ﬁf-thé day" and ome of the most-efféctive.individual actions

knew that in his exposed position, KNEAIE was already push-
8 luck and asking_for a bullet. His own nerves became taut

-flhis exhibition and he finally ran forward the necessary dis-

00 and gave KNEAIE a personal order to take cover.*

MSOON and his men made a temporary withdrawal after procéeding

w?¥)o yards down the trail; they had just about exhausted their

PAS' description. He added these words: "To get American
?r‘a pPassage of this kind, the leader has to stay in front
 "Let's go!" But if he's wise, he'll leave a few stout-
‘-feliows behind to keep the stragglers moving."

- -



aok and elimihated him from ‘the action.

iiha begiﬁning,l.the assignment of Company G had been to :.
that part of the enemy front which lay to the left of the
fifoad- ERICSSON, WASON and KNEALE had all made passes at

Blg assiznment ;but had been iimited By the strength at hand.

lear the fields between the trail and the MERDERET marsh and

1ng'gradually to the fightward; Another group which had

5'S group on courses at first running roughly parallel
gahally converging. As they proceeded; they were to put
iire the hedgerow-bordered fields lying between them and
.ﬁpy any enemy forées positioned there. Each force was to use

:ire in such—wéy as to provide a release'for the other.

'?imple HDaneuver was the beginning of order. Back along the
??Y-the.situatioﬁ was still fuily desperate. Fire beat -
Qig_roadﬁay from both sides and front. The paving and the
5“?htS'Were_beooming littered with the dead and the wounded;
B3 the congestion that the forces still trying to come

“?;d to move at slow pace. At times they were wholly stqp— '

the choke of bodies.,




.f'the_Gérman priéoners ﬁeréffrying to getlio:the east
t'moét of.them ﬁeré-being'killed'by theif own or by

n fire while trying to ﬁove against the current,* SGT

SON, looking the scene over, had decided that it was beﬁter?

,f; in a ditch with a hole in his back than attempt that pas=-

@things to change. A friend who had just come over the Cause-

found him there. That was several hours later. ERICSSON

fhe meti of the Battalion said unanimously that they killed
soners as they tried to work back across the Causeway.
friend was 1ST SGT HARRY B. READY. '

k. - < 18 =



; DEPLOYMENT OF
COMPANY “G'325TH||
INFANTRY.

9 June 1944
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THE STRUGGLE FOR MOBILITY

ﬁif had crossed the Cauéeway,'Compény E's immediate miSSion |
s;deplof-tO'the right of tﬁe main road and clear up the area
the river,bank;to the norﬁh and around the church. ' Thus
-ihh;n'the deployments of Companies G and E, it was eXpected to
gi,up the enemy flre p051t10ns in the 1mmedlate foreground
';”ee the Causeway from harassment by everything save the
;iartlllery. CompanJ E was to go forward right on the heels

..Lpany G, First Platoon taking the lead.

ﬁitoon commander, IT RIGHARD B. JOHNSON took'off in advance

fLu 0's group. He had intended to take a quick reconnaissancé
: ground and make ready to sénd the men along as they got

’the Causeway. So as AMINO'S men carried on toward their

_orked hlS way along it slowlg, trying to see some 81gn of
_vemy through the gaps in the row: it was an unprofltable
o i the area was being pretty well churned up by mortar
'f}d small arms fire; he could see where bullets were clip-

-~?igs and branches from the apple trees, but for the moment

?

¥ no s1gn of_a live enemy.

t of his men were about 10 mlnutes in redching him and-
is time he had left very much alone since Company\G's

; Ppeared into the hedges on the other 'side of the_road as

- ;7_;



?gtas'they feached therwest bank. There had been a ellght

‘when T SGT HENRY W, HOWELL led the platoon almost as far

d as’ the bridge and then found-that his road was blocked"

ﬁpany G stragglers. As HOWELL had been given no instruetier
i paseiﬁg through any part ef Company G, he puzzled over it

. few moments, somewhat in doubt as to whether the general

had been halted. Then the Battalion S-3 GAPT JAMES G.

, told hlm to take First Platoon through the block and con-

{hhe on across the Causeway. During the delay, a mortar shell

;igeé along the embankment, just a few yards frem the head of

tpmpany. The shell exploded upward and several shards struck

‘;HARIES F. IURPHY'S face; several other men had been wounded
bled pretty badly but he didn't stop to get first aidﬁ

.because of the bleeding, he decided to'make the Causeway

@ as rapidly as he could instead of using his personel

rfem the rear to jockey along the less willing elements;

tter task fell to his Executive Of ficer, LT BRUCE H. BOOKER.

and his group picked their Wway along like men doing a bend-

ace in slow motion.

»

It was no longer possible for the rifle—

“to run the dletance or even to walk fast; stragglers and some

ers were moving back toward theu, mlngled with a few Ameri-

“:1ded, Other wounded were crawling along the embankments; a

'Qd were scattered along the pavement. Some of the able-
drained of thelr courage upon finding themselvee wholly

ANd under intense fire during the Gausewey paesage, trled

.= 18 -
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ind cover behind the deaﬁ'bodies,fthere:being nOne.béttérg*"}

f;ailable; So doing, thsy'eﬁlarged the cluster and worsened ‘
.giﬁ qopgestion. Too; the mﬁbhine gun and mortar people wéré f
'fighting their way across- axid 'taking it slowly?_ ;willy.-nilly; and
pité the clear intentions of the cbmmande:s, the Gauseﬁay was
écaming a general fire line, HOWELL noticed .that the leader'of
“5 own machine gun squad, SGT LARRY S. WILSON, proﬁeeded‘by'ad-'
cing his gun not more than 40 yards at.a time,'sé ﬁhat in all
must'have sét up and fired 10 or ﬁore iimes during;the passf

. It was the same with the other weapons men, though among
.rifleﬁan, the movement was slow or rapid, smooth or jerky, ‘o
éSt‘wholly'according to the example set by each squad-or small
.pp léader. If the leader:moved ahead at a collected pace; it
still possible to get a platoon ahead almost as a bddy; 5ut
a squad 1eadér lost heart and fell away from the piatoon;'his
'qsually fell by the wayside with him.*

?;¥BOOKER, whose task it was to prod Company E forward, had a

{&;-be to ponder these things. He at first worked his way up
e |

-}ﬁithe head of the Company column and reached the end of the

Cat - '
'f§§eway about even with SGT HOWELL'S men. Aware that a lerge
Igitiqn of the Company was lagging,'he went on back as far aé
3.‘? . ’ :

q;ﬁmidge and then began a personal sweep forward, looking for

Ijﬂﬁny E men but working on SAULS' men, also. Halfway across on
<53 : 4 '

all Companies were interviewed at length on these points and
h;;the material details of the crossing experience. What is
i°re is the concensus of all who were interviewed. -
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oﬁd trip, he was hit through the”calvéé of both'légs.by;?i{

}ragments' it string—haitered him temporarily-éﬁd hé-sat
:;i-on the edge of the embankmsnt to wait for a medico to come - s
;;” and bandage him up. Slttlng there bleedlng and unable to 3
he continued to wave back to the men strung out along the_.-é
_;;eway to the rear of him, shoutlng at them: "Get on up there,
.zﬂﬁ it! That's where the fight. is!" Men heard hlm. got up _;;a
" ?Qoved along. Still, he continued to exhort them. Before ;!
-‘.uld get his wounds dressed, he saw a group of Gompany E- men‘
% it back along the Causeway, trylng to escape the battle.;;;i
3 1ing and laughlng, he pulled his pistol and fired a quick half !
.'rounds just over their heads. They turned back toward the_-
,ﬁgq;f Thé incident,_howevér, by no means closed EOOKER'S record
‘119 day. ﬁe was éimply waiting for his legs to cool- off.
' ”andaged he was ready to go again and the drive which he -
dertaken on behalf of the Company was extended to include

lentire force. No other officer played a stronger part in

ding numbers of men to pick up.and join the battle.®

his appointment with IT JOHNSON. He had lost’
f'%ftragglers back along the embankments and a few of his men
"En hit and removed from the action. But most members of
Eijon were either with or close behind him when he reporﬁed

fedgEIUw covering the churchyard. A few men ran on toward

; _rd. HOWELL stopped to talk with JOHNSON on further

;Ezwitnesses as to various aspects of BOOKER'S aCthlty were

gutNEY . LT WHITE, LT TRAVELSTEAD, SGT ADRIA.N T RUSSJ_.LL and
: ;IEL BAKER
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svof.the déploymenﬁ:"Thep £a§q1ne'guh fire QOminé'frdm uﬁﬁﬁ;
§d t0ward IE MOTEY cut them both down, HOWELL getting it
hg.arm.and chest and'JOHNSQN being wounded in the shoulder.
: men wére efacuated back over the Causeway. S SGT FRANK C. -
1 T_took over the platoon; anfeﬁ minutes later'he was KIA.-
_;cf;re continued to bear from the west on the ground where the
n was advancing and there was a-considerablé, though.scaté
', rifle fire mixed with the steady whine of the enemy's
tic weapons . Adding to the discomfort of CAPT MURPHY 'S
he 507th's covering fire-from across ‘the MERDERET.Seemed'
ééarching sharply cldse to the Americaﬁ'fldnk As COmpany
ieadlng files started fanning out along the paths and ditches
g past the church and orchard they felt the flre close in
: ?em as if both forces were concenterlng thelr shot on the
patch of country51de in their immediate foreground. ‘They
: dly any time in which to rTeact strongly to this unpleasant
8e ion, however, before it produced its most starﬁiing effect
B¢ Germans who had been holding fire positions within the
.qﬁzj ard and through the orchard to rear of it. The crossfire
Fuerved them and they were begglng for é chance to qult when
5fS.men arrlved the sklrmlshers 301ng forward saw them

': up and dOWn in their foxholes and yelling: '"Kamerad'"

*»0 Germans were captured right around the church.

& BE m




?T ccunted heads, he found ‘that: only cne and one-half

' had made it, the rest hav1ng fallen by the wayside durlng
,auseway crossing. Forward and rear, Oompany E's ‘losses
_,;1n fact mounting de5p1te the appearance of collapse in the
-u'pOSltlon. One artlllery shell, 1and1ng amcng MURPHY'S men
hey. were taklng the German surrender in the churchyard

#iod of f seven of them. Perhapeﬁeemewhat more than half of

,gt'Of action during the crossing, More than that number_
: :ed to come along because they lackedlthe nerve to face
iéfe' Some men said later that they were willing enough
githat the Causeway seemed to drain them of all bodily vitality.
-'.iﬁ was not a day of high temperatures, the heat seemed
éle. Once the movement had become a slcw march, the paa-
ﬂ:s more exhausting than when the leaders had been able to
' {ow it. The first files had had only to face the fire: for
’ﬁ3th fcllowed; there was the extra ordeal of havingito run.-
fJitlet of their own dead and wounded, The able-bodied stop-
S:éiVe Tirst aid to the wounded; the‘wounded-StOPPed to tilt
'Hicen to the lips of the dying. And wherever they stopped,

s4le continued to beat about them.

» his leg wounds dressed, tried to get back in stride
d that the muscles wouldn't respond—he couldn't walk,

Zgnt forward-crawling and as he proceeded, he urged the
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.o.wéfé:sprawlealéut éiohg.the embahkmgnt to get ﬁp gnd fol;‘
himk Comé to thélend of ﬁhe Causeway; he found one of SAUIS!
PFC ALEXANDER-HAHN; bleeding bddl& from an arm wound and he
q‘péd there and patched him_up with a tourniquet.* But he realej
that his own strength waé slipping and that even crawling
ndisoon be out'of.thé question. He crawled back toward the
bank: there was still enoﬁgh spark left in him that he con-
fﬂ his self-appointed task, urging the other meﬁ to get for-
As-he was paséing over the bridge,_hé stopped a soldier
18 going forward and asked him to take a messagé to Compaﬁy 
1ite a while later the message got up to LT WHITE while he

: ding the fight to clear the fields westward of the church.

$iread: "Tell Company E to glve them hell and I'1l be back in
'1ple of days."

‘8eemed to slacken a'little bit. LT WEIKART sent g patrol‘
J:nmen on down the trail running north past the church and
They returned in about 10 minutes with 22 prisoners,

_séarched out a large group of farm buildings. WEIKART

vicinlty of the church.

4 the patrol action had gone quite smoothly and w1thout

:3”5believed that BOOKER'S act had saved his life.



B ﬁ?w
| ' i

t;}”The group.moved'along_froﬁ.building to puilding. - One

men were used to cover the outside of the building, ac-

fﬁmghﬁer they picked up a few prisoners at each building.

B of the last house in the settlement, S SGT JOHN S. SELMER

-Jmp}ad'w1th a Schmeisser. Another member of the patrol killed

_F;TE; passing up thg.side road which was the Company objec-
g"mment right on down the main road with about 18 men. It
'e{accordlng to WHITE plain error on his part. The party had
-T;essed about 150 yards from the Causeway when off on their
,j flank, not more than 15 feet aWay, they saw a German mortar

firlng their weapon as rapldly as they could pass the am-

gazing over the hedgerow they did not look up. It was

w g -
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nong the crew, killing all three men.

o the wﬁole, Company E's initial sweep was carried off with a

Iﬁ}'iging smoothneSS"despiﬁe the lost strength.which had been .
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_ COMMAND VIEW AND'ACTION

3'35 to 40 minutes had passed while the first two compahies
reeching_the state of deployment described in the preceding
g, It had come time for CAPT JAMES M. HARNEY to lead Gompan;
_;;fﬁe d toward the brldge. The Company s mission as given to
. was this: It would move up behind the other two assault -
nies and mop-up on both sides of the main road so as to

ish tne center of the bridgehead: It was an aselgnment
.;gd”en the assumption that the flret two companles would have
Fheir work with fair- completeness, that their fronts would
. mified and that their prime need would be reenforcement as
;:fidgehead sector expended.
ithout HARNEY'S kHOW1ng it, a slight change in plan wae al-
Entaking effect on his side of the MERDERET which was to alte:
i ture of Company F's employment and modlfy its role in the
-fé. When the Company reached the bridge, HARNEY noted that
f'for the one Sherman which had had the encounter with the
-ield the American tanks were still in a hull down poeltion
he east shore farm buildirgs whlch were closest to the

Y+ They were firinv on LE MOTEY, the range being about

ds. HARNEY clearly saw this fire. Company F's leading

Hbicked their way through the 507th's p051tions. CAPT RAE'S

Ders were no longer g1v1ng fire support to the force on

g HARNEY and his offlcers.,
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't shofé but were standiﬁg around watching the action—a :fﬁ
1ient indication that the fire against the American base |
ifilready fallen off. HARNEY heard several paratroopers say:
“?’glad'you're doing it insteag of us." It was an eloguent

f though, as events proved, it was a trifle premature.

,ffifficulty of the command position.had been from the begin-

H :hat it was almost impossible to arrive at a clean estimate
i_gfﬁation or to improve the estimate as things mowed along.
‘Hormation was coming back. The sounds of battle on the far
f the river were sufficiéntly irregular that it was all but.
sible to tell whether the 325th was making headway or had
_-g&éd another repulée. Almost nothing could be seen of the
'siing, the Americans had in fact lost themselves to view among
-qitches and hedgerows. Exoept for an 000351onal puff of
f?jor cloud of dust, the opposite shore seemed normal and
~?}F_ess. The one positive 31gn of American success-——the Ger-
41uisoners——had not yet appeared east of the MERDERET. The
_mflty had been killed trying to get across the Causeway. How
%ight fared along that thoroughfare, those who watched from
1f8t bank could get no clear idea. The choke there tended '
fe them.believe that the issue up front was turning agalnst
EﬂSth they were not at all sure that there had been any pen-
'TODS of the enemy front The foliage of the poplar trees
‘\e embankments the curve in the Causeway and the dust and

} made it difficult to follow any part of the detail of
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'tion.;_ What few maziifeetations they saw of the battle mad'é_“."
k as if there had been a-reeoil and heving‘ne exact in- |
ieﬂ a8 to the Eina of HisPertins whieh Was besetting the -

; ﬁhey.mistook the immobilization of the fearward force

;1gﬁs-of a tactical reversal up front.

he higher commanders could not well realize was that the

aj block was now thickening at an especially raﬁiqlpate

se the forward position wes not developing swiftly eneugh
¥¥mit the absorption even of the relatively few men who were
it to the other side.* A situation which seemed to be
for lack of men was in danger of becoming more greatly
..ed because momentarily the narrow flghtlng front had. beccme_
ted with men. There was a quickly-reached limit to the

8rs who could move forward along the ditches and hedgerows

ht presenting too solid a target to the enemy. Yet of these
Iures and responses, an observer on the east bank could \
aq;ly Judge. T el & Sitaanion in which the local commander
o Proceed by guess and by God. At daylight, GEN RIDGWAY
Qmmltted the task to GEN GAVIN (who had been Task Forge com-
1i along the MERDERET from the beginning) and had told him
was to use all means available in the vicinity of LA FIERE
“vas the brldge and establish the bridgehead. Hav1ng com-

S
?g-artlllery.arrangements by 0930, GAVIN gave further

AULS | WHITE IHARNEY and other officers were quite;emphatic-
*" , point., o . 73
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deration to the nature of his inféﬁﬁf}“3£é§g%i6ﬁi*j%ﬁﬁd&ﬁ{’
p,siappeared to him to be.’c'r-i-tical_ and’ he qiscus-sed__'bot_ili of -
memlaf_some length with LT COL MALONEY of 507th. He knew that
';fcoﬁldn't risk the'chance that 325th's a#tack would fa?l be-
gse it went-unsupported;_so he directed that a reinforced ;
ﬁaﬁy from 507th should stand by in-ihstant readiness to piqk'
f;the chaige_if the glider battalion wavered. TheznmignmEQt
; ril; as already recounted, to CAPT RAE'S cOmpahy.' However,
. pad the offsetting fear that the 507th group, being with-
sightlof the action; might be so carried away by-the spectaf
le of the attack that it %ould cross the river without proper
%;;is; since. he considered that the retention of the position
_{Jéﬁe east bank would remain of utmost importance until a'bridge
d had been made solid on the west bank, he directed that RAE
0ld not lead his men forward until he (GAVIN) had givenjthe.

iiﬁ:i.' MALONEY was to remain near GAVIN at a point about 100

| | TR
2N DEVINE of the 90th Division Arty was at Division CP when

AY conferred with GAVIN. He told the latter he would give hi;

: s but that it would be a "tig]
" GAVIN asked DEVINE to mect him at an OP overlooking the

8¢ without delay. Accompanied by MAJ HARRISON and LT OLSEN,
then went forward to LT COL MALONEY'S CP, about 700 yards
- Of the bridge. Enroute, he talked to the co

mmander of the
Company and asked him to bring the tanks up in close assault

uring the artillery preparation. Up to this time it hag
{lpossible for the tanks to expose t
(o)



.r_,.-.,' ng given these instrﬁctio‘ns', “CAVIN wat'ched the unfolding

f his operatlon for the better part of an hour, trylng to
jetermine where the balance lay. He ‘noticed that the first few
pen moved SWiftly and seemed to get through unscathed; the con-
;(1otion was strong in him that the more the movement slowed dowr
':;.fhe greater beceme the chance that he would suffer a complete
averse. The engineer detail went forward to remove the knocked

$ German tank which was partially blocking the Causeway. The

Tbugh, Then the movement of the American armor made its falter
2 start and the first tank hit the mine as it started acfoss

bridge.

:this time;.GAVIN had become acutely concerned about the ap-
.:-ce of.buckling in his rearward elements. They were crowd-
up toward the east end of the bridge and the movement for-
seemed to lack regularlty and order. GAVIN didn't know how
gs were faring across the river or whether a lodgment had bec
But as he saw it, the feeling of uncertainty had become

ominant among the elements of the 325th which had yet to make
_ossing. '

-

e the order that CAPT" RAE'S company was to cross the river

15 to Sweep all stragglers along with them.

he intervieW‘with GAVIN..

N
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SHOT IN THE ARM
5-:m oraer_from GAVIN to RAE did not pass through MALONEY.

PIN was standing in the Company position when he made up his
a8 §

He said to RAE: "All right, go ahead! You've got to g0.

1 Fok this order as meaning'that'the 325th charge had failed
he concluded efroneously that no penetrations had been made
8$he west bank and that from the end of the Causeway forward.

would have to proceed unsupported,*

80 and 100 men received the order, followed RAR out of
) 1ti¢n and sﬁarted across the Causeway._

They emerged intc
jall of bullets™ |

as they moved up to and over the bridge; -
ory shells were exploding liberally along the emhankmenfs.
;ﬁst“block to their immediate progress was next the damaged

"ufﬂ:tank where the 325th stragglers had knotted up,-in—

-giwely trying. to take advantage of the protection of the

P g
i

* There was so little free Space that RAE'S men would have

s is according to RAE. GAVIN himself says that he wasn!
3 B ther there had been benetrations but he suspected some of
h men had been able to stick it. Three weeks later RAE
1 under the impression that his troops were the first to
odgment west of the river though the evidence to the con-
8 overwhelming, There was some feeling between the
TOODPS and the Paratroopers on this point; the former felt

tter were taking the credit. (A review of all the

s SAULS, WHITE and all
_ ; ] id) that the situation
-gfe-rlver was not hanging in balance when RAE was thrown

P CY were meking steady, though slow, progress. But
P8 local view, '

- The record shows the slimness of the
sucaess. _
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5w.£heir ﬁay th?bugh}r_ﬁé.they came down from the ﬁridééi?
hell éxploded near -them and PVT RICHARD_KEELER,.RAE'S ?unneri
t'tﬁe dirt.along.with somelof:the others. RAE said to him:
y;u're going to get'it? you're gbing to get it,'and you .
,tlas well start walking down the road with me." It was all
¢ KEEIER needed; from that moment on, he starte@ working on
:other men who had stalled along the embankment, and by

king it up" and setting the good example he helped to open
P-n through the huddle around the damaged tank. It was jhe
gt break of the day for RAE'S men.

-sﬁme péth haa bpéﬁed just a few moments previously to the
ful of men who had gone forward with CAPT HARNEY, for it

_ hanced that right from the outset HARNEY had become sepa-
w&’ihfroﬁ the main body of his Company. HARNEY had become
jﬁde by the appearances of stalemate and of defeat among the
tes on the Causeway, it seemed to him that a stage had been
d when the press of men who would not move was a greater
ent to getting other men forward than was the menace of
wﬁmy fire. The majority acted as if they had "set their
‘?é“ against ény attempt to get forward. So HARNEY decidedl
away from the main body of his company and try to blaze
: with a small group of hls headquarters men; the Gompany :
*“Attempt to follow in this order—ZFirst Platoon Second
Headquarters (the remaining men) and Weapons. The jam

2 tight that running even at a slow trot was out of the
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.m”more than 35 paratoopers who had come along w1th RAE up t

t point. It was the first he knew that. 507th had been ask
¢ ake a hand.*

' “even this small company was reacting on the scene like a
.bshenlng breeze. The change was due largely——so the other n
;j and felt—to a young lieutenant, JAMES D. ORWIN. Some.of

others were just as keen to get the stragglers moving for—

ard but their methods were less effective. RAE was pressing .

u['an extremely 1ntense commander, he was trying to get acti

'wﬂirect order. HARNEY, shy almost to the point of taciturni:

_the relaxed manner. A.mortar shell had exvloded near him &

;}“v}sioal injury. As he came down the Causeway there was a

§¥1%ap on his head. A bright red rose was stuck in hls hair

'**--er the bill of his cap.

Men all along the Causeway saw
'-mbered that rose.

ORWIN walked along, head up, a broad

‘“'v his face, He didn't raise hlS voice or give an order.

and his men.
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"group of men who had foundered and were regarding the

1istlessly, he ‘said to them: "We re all gelng to the
side. I think you had better come along. It will be

tter for all of us over there." rThey listened to him. Some

: ;,'I.and followed. Little by little, an almost magic change
ver the situation.* But it was by no means all the work
‘man with a light touch. LT WILLIAM H. GONDON, who had
long with HARNEY nneugh he was suffering from a hip injury
geived in the glider landing; got a.pieee of shrapnel in his
v‘and.anotner in his shoulder after the groun had gone a
gistance'past the bridge. ‘His comrades saw him take it
ing up and CONDON looked to bhem "as if the whole side of =
ce had been caved 1n." nBleod.masked his features and

d his shirt front. But he refused evacuation; and too weak

._forwafd,~he stood there for several hours, feebly motion-

e other men on, **

d the leaders of the paratroopers stepped out as rapidly
¥y could, feeling that the speed of the advance was the
Pal safety factor, and conv1nced that if their own group

' ompletely lost 1n1t1a1 momentum there would be no chance

[ and all of his officers were all eager to speak of
“regnfluence on the situation RﬁE and WISNER were other

B TRAVELSTEAD and his men.,




ot

a few of“ﬁAE?S men fell'bf-the waﬁéide. So while the ma?n ;

¥ept moving forward as rapidlyfés the situation permittad,-__?

 and a few of the other leaders. broke back from the column
{fworked as "beaters", encouraging_the standstills‘to get on

i and join RAE'S band. To LT WISNER, the S-2 who had gone along

;ih.RAE the scene came gradually to resemble "an escalator... .

orpses and the litter cases as one passed them by.* The
n were already running up and down the Cauéeway bandaging

pzlounded as rapidly as they could get to them; their. success

mbankments was a principal factor in restoring movement to

peration.*®

 men saw prisoners coming back, hands lifted. But it made’

31-ressiqn on RAE: he failed to read it as a sign that ele-

?Cﬁ_of the 325th had succeeded in closing with the enemy.**

Was RAE'S opinion; . ‘ ; :

alking with the HO, RAE said that he was certain his men

ue first penetration, then told of meeting prisoners who

@RUsly had already surrendered to someone else, The HO asked
g Didn't it occur to you then that there were. Americans al-
geeveloping a front?" He said that it didn't.

Y

21
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;;;Q;hiné theIWeet end of_the-causeway, tae pafatrooperé drew
;;“;'fire from Germans along the edge of the swamp to the:south
he:road; they had apparently been missed by Company G.

;;55 enemy were visible. Some of RAE'S men-paueed in the road

and returned the fire from a etandlng position, without cover.

.1

exchange continued until the Germans were beaten off. *

?ﬁ{! and his headquarters group got across in about 15 minutes.
f' time they had -completed their run, the elements of Gempa-
gma's main body, follow1ng behind RAE, had become go diffused

ig the passage that there was no longer any squad or platoon

: zatien. The leaders got hold of whatever men Were right

| them and tried to get them forward.

RNEY'S miseion had been to peel his platoons off right and
.id mop up behind the other two companies. But what he saw '
ced him that he had neither room nor organization for a
ﬁeJ_er of this kind and he decided to push right on along the
_'ﬁ%road and establish his force along the high groand at the.

of the bridgehead.

@ coming along behind him, determined to take the same line,

””fhe had not known of HARNEY'S decision.

manner as these groups began their. separate deployments,
ehead came to have a center and to take form agll around,

?he various participating elements were operating guite
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yependently of eacH other and tne commanders on the east
umx ‘as yet had no idea of how these componcnts were dealing

1th their scparate local situations.:
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. THE CRQSSING COMPLETED

\ -

EWIS, the Regimental Coﬁmander, stood at the head df the |
éwaY urging the men fﬁrwérd. The crippled American tépk wasr
g again and an atpempt was being made to hitchiit to the .
ked German vehicles s0 that it could clear the Causeway. Tt
;;eting with some.success but thé other American tanks had

t in an appearance, and LEWIS was annoyed 'he belleved i

1d get the tanks going, they would sweep the 1nfantry

4 He ran on up the hill to see what was causing the-deléy.
éver reaching the tanks, he ran into GEN RIDGWAY and asked

use his influence to get the armor forward.

Y first made a reconnalssance and what he saw at the Cause-

onvinced hlm that the block was still sufficient to endanger.

'vance of the armor. He dldn't stop to give an order; he

out onto the fire- -swept Causeway to see what he could

lear the wreckage out of the way. For the moment he was |

intent On one thing-—using his own hands to repair the

_”1on as quickly as possible. Without realizing it, GAVIN

siiplement ing RIDGWAY'S effort: he had gome on back to the

hecked up on theip ammunition supply and discovered they

Ju t about out, He did What was needed to get ‘them ready

ations across the MERDERET., COI, ILEWIS in the meantime

ned to the bridge to resume his task of gettlng the
Oving.
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;Qavy Weapons had been instructed to follow Company F acrosé;
49 causeway. The Oompany S p051t10n in the Battallon column
A g0 far back, however, that the commander, LT IEE C. TRAVEL-. i
‘Bﬂﬂu) had not been able to see exactly what the rlfle companies
e doing, and did not know of the detour which. took them into

, bridge by way of the covering stone wall

§ _
atting word to move out, he led his men straight down the main

. Consequently, on

; it was indicative of how the situation had improved during

first hour that the men moved unharassed past the bridge.*
ISTEAD'S men were all heavily burdened. Encumbered as they
ith the heavy machine guns and mortars and the ammunition .

8, they had no chance to make elther a fight or a run of the

e.' It was Jjust a slow, arduous march in which they were

ully vulnerable to the enemy fire; by this time mortar shelling
the worst danger; the machine gun fire from the flanks had |
ed off considerably, due to the efforts of Companies E and

e6p your heads, keep your equipment and keep moving,"

: ‘4D told them. That was what they did; they never stop-

Tire, although enroute they passed a number of light ma-
;:gnn and mortar crews which were stlll banging away at the

Y positions up and down the marsh line. At first, they triea

%"“ along the embankments to take advantage of the slight

er _but the wounded were moving back along the outer edges

useway and the few litter bearers were trying to carry

i'.

'l_this material

A came from the. i i
”Tiﬂmpany. he. group interview of Heavy



ET
o

it the "evaduations along this same line, - 8o the Company was

rorced back to the center of . the road. There, the condition

ismg gradually improving though the congestion was still. suf-.
ficient that the Company had to bodily shove men as:l.de to keep

moving.

Hhen the Company passed the p01nt where the burned German vehi—

"'."_'ole cluttered the roadway, they saw GEN RIDGWAY worklng alcne

. trylng to loosen a cable from the Sherman tank S0 that tne other

.nbstacles could be dragged away. The General said nothing as-

. the men passed nor did he look up; he was too intent on what

._;_he was ‘doing. TRAVEISTEAD‘S mortar platoon ‘moved ‘perhaps a

dozen paces beyond where RIDGWAY was working and was then hlt

_-stralght on by a mortar shell which kllled one man and wounded

three. LT JOSEPH I. SHEAIY g0t shell fragments in the head, arm

and leg but continued in the lead of his platoon; the others

were too hard hit to keep going; SHEATLY 80t as far as the end of

tha Causeway and dropped exhausted into g ditch. By that time

W0 more men hag succumbed to mortar fire and two had been hlt
by bullets,

!ha other Shermans came down' from the hill and started across the

useway in the wake of Heavy Weapons Company, firing along both

ANKs against the marsh line as they proceeded. The hour was

"0\1_1‘- 1200 Most of the wounded had been cléared over to the '

- _nkments and the infantry stragglers who remalned automatic-

. 8aVe way, or joined the movement forward as the armor came

S




F

Yo 1y,on. The tanks made the.fun ﬁﬁécathéd thOugh'in the
time they had been overtaken by the CP group, brlnglng up
e ‘pear of Third Battalion.: 1In the beglnnlng, CAPT IEWIS S.
ﬁ; 1T (later KIA) saw his opportunlty and as the CP group cams
to the Causeway, he and his officers worked through the last
“patches of sfragglers; grging them to get underway and finish
:'maréh while they had a chance to use the. protecticn of the
ﬁjsr. Wnen this last clean-up gained sﬁch momentum that it
_{?éfféir tb'cdrry itself;'MENTLI and his own group stepped out

{ﬁilgot ahead of the armor. They came to a field beyond the
33 .

Mrst road intersection on the west shore; the CP was supposed

:.already set up and working in one corner of the field.

B t CAPT JAMES R. FOGLE, who had boen detalled to this task, had
n hit during the cr0551ng and the other ‘men who were to as=

*'t him, on coming to the field, had been discouraged by enemy

f'f. MENTLI and his men hacked their way through a hedgerow

}'hoing the field' they were Just ready to start the task at

! W h FOGIE had failed when the American tanks came along the

:"' road and fired into the group with machine guns. MENTLI

out taking a few wounded . *

bhe communications section, 1ST SGT HARRY B. READY, SGT MOR-

Bent which was supposed to go to the Battalion CP. Time

on, no word came as to whether the CP was set up and

‘;'.__r':..: the gro_up interview.
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and PVT RUMSY had waited on the east shore with a'wire from



ﬁg; and so they atarted on across with ‘the wire. They
éarcely passed the bridge’ when MORRISON‘was hit in the |
h by a bullet; he crawled over to the embankment and flat—'
.eﬁ-puf in a ditch. The other two went on; taking the wire.
_fne mission was voided for mbre ﬁhan one hour becﬁuse mortar
£ confinued to fall on the Causeway at such a rate that the
ix wouldn't hold. READY end RUMSY returned to the Causeway.

1330 or 'later, they were kept busy repairing breaks in'the"

hsaded for the west shore. At the brldge the convoy stop-

of just a moment and KNUTSON asked GEN GAVIN if any vehicles |
~:ossed yet.

_. Ia-:E;l'fec’a:"Ti‘b’hat have you got?"

TSN replied: "Ammunition.

GEFIN: "Then gét the hell o?er therein¥

?eps made the run in high gear as enemy mortar fire was

‘~i{§uni5hlng the Causeway. They reached the fork of the road

'-xt it the ammunltion was unloaded"—the beginnlng of supply

WBst shore. Thereafter the Jjeeps were used alternctely

in resupply from the east shore ana to get ammunition

y ‘R;iu*rson and his men.
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ward to the firé iine.: On each trip to IA FIERE they car~

‘a 1oad of wounded llmltlng this service to the cases

...ll‘_j-.



1r own inltlatlve once they reached the western shore. Too
!s companv, ‘suddenly precipltated into the action, was act-
in an 1ndependent role.: FEach small band took up a sector
?then proceeded to deal w1th its local situation in detail.
s surprising; in view.of the general cirdumstances, how

ckly an ofderly pattern began to develop'from these diverse

‘happened that way largely because junior officers, in the
ergency, were capabla'of fast thinking on their feet. Having
his decision to continue down the main road with Company F,

HARNEY saw a knot of men from Company G—three cooks and a

With automatic fire as they moved along and grenadlng the

;of'the.fields where there were likely to be fire positions

,the crossroads thus coming into ground whlch had not been
'*by any of the earlier-arriving companies, RAE asked HARNEY
had better employ his men. HARNEY told him: "Take all of

now mov1ng along on the left side of the road pass down

- b -
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tfall 1eading to your left and make contact with Company
right flank. After making contact move forward to the hi
ound and take up a defensive p031tion." LT WHITE and his

-Iﬁ of 18 men from Company E, taking the same roed, ha@-grri
‘at the same intersection. HARNEY told him to take his part;
along the road leading to the right and try to make contac:
the First Batéalion ﬁhich was presumed to be still pinned
rman fire in the area where COL TIMES' party had been he
give. That done; WHITE was to clear the high ground td hi:
t andltake ﬁp a defensiﬁe position, As HARNEY figured it,
B movement thus outlined was certain to leave some enemy grot
is rear but he felt that he could save time gnd round out
general positioh with least loss by t qucn41ng" these Germs

Neen his own skirmishers and the advancing lines of Companie

G. By this time, LT TRAVELSTEAD had come up with the

¥y machine guns and one section was sent out with each 6f th
ard-moving Companies. HARNEY went along with WHITE'S

:* RAE split his force and sent part of them via the left

si, as HARNEY had suggested; he led the rest of them stralgn

the road and into IE MOTEY. It looked at that p01nt as ir

.idgehead had been fairly well rounded,out.
: bﬂpany G's sector—the area 1mmed1ately west of the MERDERE"

"' th of the main road--the action had moved along moderatel

hOUgh CAPT SAUIS was worried by the knowledge that hlS

E_HARNEY, WHITE and their men.
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j_tlon“was runm.ng Low and that His communications wert
d in fact the sklrmlshers were Veepmg abreast of their

"'u,uation by grapevlne alone, word of what was happenlng be
paaed back from man to man. The Company had progressed at
00 yards along the road which forked to the left by the ti
a tanks had crossed the Causeway. The main body. was stil
thout word, however; as to how LT AMINO'S party was farin,
4.5 :

ffhen CAPT SAULS got an order by runner from COL LEWIS to re:
;_bk to'him;_ IEWIS had heard nothing from the Battalion Com

T,.was worried that the situation might be slipping out of
E

and. SAULS met LEWIS at the head of the Causeway. TEWIS

:’ J aitting on a low stone wall talking to GEN RIDGWAY about
ﬁe adv:.sabillty of setting up a CP in the orchard next the

¢h, While they were discussing whether the s:.tuatmn was
\ _e\enough for it, PFC KENNETH LYNN came out of the orchard
: ing 25 prlsoners which he had captured within 100 feet of

spot where the two commanders were talking and which Comg

d overlooked in its sweep to the right. IEWIS told SAULS
where he wanted the Battalion position established (t
consummation HARNEY and RAE had already taken step
Sl _t Waiting for LEWIS) and he added that if the Battalion
_er couldn't be found, SAULS was to take over. SAULS

B that SGT IRWIN had set up his 81 mm mortars close tc':n-.-t

i¥80 at the base of the area over which LT AMINQ was pro-

--lr-f-’.','



He then etarted back to rejoin SGT KNEALE and the

L

gnced element of the Company.

ft-grdup had come in check during SAULS' absence because of

: ;rﬂﬂg machlne gun fire comlng from p081tions farther along the
. KNEALE finding that the other men were reluctant to go
ward left them and worked out alone to a point 50-70 yards
deance of the group. There he was joined by two of RAE'S.
1cers coming in from his right front. (It is a curious fact
e i.these officers, though apparently of the partysent to make
;ct with Company G, after making the physical contact. seem
ave become SO engrossed in_Company G's_fight that they did.
_eend'RAE word of the contact.) KNEALE was lying down next
fErow embankment and was, tryihg to get a line on the enemy
1tion when the paratroop officers got to him; they told him
fs helpless unless he got more fire power forward. As 1f
-hmph351ze their comment two German AT guns began to fire
i_d_them from somewhere near the machine gun position. _KNEA;
8d on back to his group and asked for a machine gun; the AT
'jas now blasting the hedgerows ciose around the group and
Efged to KNEALE that the guns werelnot more than 125 yarde

¥ and a little to right of the road. PFC.WILL E. IDIGKENS.Ia
: gunner, and two members of his crew followed KNEAIE as
*Bd forward again. They crawled along the hedgerow, drag-
.;f gun?-after 75 yards of this, they set up in a corner

'ﬂ%?;e;d, covered front and side By hedgerows. When' their

T



d-spckén.fcr only & few minutes, fifiﬁg-acfcss tnc road
d the area where KNEALH thoughthe had spotted the battery,
iG cemed to them that the enemy fire slacked off. And at the
lﬂﬂ time "potato mashers" began tc fall among them; the Ger-

g driven away from thelr pieces by the accuracy of DICKENS'

, had apparently worked their way toward DIGKENS' gun alcng
Iovering hedgerow and from a range of about 25 feet were try-
to grenade him into silence. One grenade exploded right

' DICKENS aﬁd he bled from a dozen wounds; but he stayed at
'Tgun firing fcr.a few-minutcs; when he dropped from weak-.

He died within the hour. SAULS hcd come up to the ércup
gosition just in time to see DICKENS engage; he figured that be-
} the AT guns and the enemy machine gunc, there was far too.
power there for DICKENS to cope with it successfully. So
_ﬁnﬁ a runner sprinting back to SGT IRWIN to tell him to open
?_;ph the German battery with the 81 mm mortars. Back at the

: ar position, MAJ GARDNER appeared on the scene just loéng
L}_H to-countermand this order; it was his judgment that the
T;lmlwcs too closely joined for use of the heavy mortars. In

. gase it didn't matter. DICKENS had completed his ﬁork before
- éanéde had kiiled him. The AT guns remained silent and

. &_few lobs, the grenadiers faded back. But a bullet hcd

I in_the hand and he was bleeding quite badly. He re-
on for a time, watching the action. Though the fire had

the rloht and the men were aoaln advancing, more machine

r q_openEd fire from farther down the road and the bullets
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se&rching the lateral hedgerows. Aﬁmedium tank:joined'the
,and moved along the road parallel with the infantry,
oting up the hedgerows as 1t advanced. - The ammunition-sup—
"eached bottom among SAULS' men; a few went back to gather
tion_among the stragglers or to look for it among the

ed at the Causeway. Some of the enemy clung to their |

d untll the last moment, trylng to fight it out Wlth gre-
\bﬂi they were shot down as they tried to fade back along the
OWS - Or were grenaded where they stood in their foxholes.
.ROGER F., BERTOLINT, mov1ng along the hedge to left of the
v saw a 1erge slit trench in a field to right of it, but was
'e_ﬁhether it was occupied. He prowled it and-came“back

: aiGermeo officer and five ofher prisoners. At that ‘point
_”irsﬁ machine gun burned out and BERTOLINI went back to loo}
inothe:. He brought it forward just in time: the group had
ed anoﬁher bend inlthe road and had been stopped by an enen
1ch had the lateral hedgerows well covered. Whenever

J and his men tried to move the gun flred a burst right |
them; when they stopped, it stopped; so as not to disclos
??sition,_'BERTOLINI got his gdn operating but wasn't sure
line; the men lay there in the ditch; ﬁhey felt that

NI'S gun wasn't helping much. SAULS stuck his head up.

; imes- and invariably drew fire. He made a guess at wher
‘-L“HS located and gave the position to SGT IEO KOHIREISER
;JIMES MATAK who had set up the 60 mm mortars at another

JuSt 25 yards in resr of the pinned riflemen. They
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5 eﬁ fire "'e'.t 100 yards range, and béﬁwaéh ‘the mortars and -

7 ToI,INI'S gun'the German gun was silenced. ‘ The men moved

an again—-tnis time without SAULS who was losing so much blood
ghat he could no longer take it. He turned the Company ove? to
LT YHOMAS E. GOODSON (later KIA) and went to the rear. The

. or; too, had dropbed- back. The flrst tank had w1thdrawn whei
{ts .ma'chline gun jammed. A second tank came forward ‘and drew
ﬁtér' fire almost immediately. One shell exploded directly

m front of.the tank, whereupon it whippéd around and was not
sesn again. SAULS got back to MAJ MOORE and told him that ua-
leas Company G got ammunition, it would have to pull back. Whil
he was reportlng, KNUTSON came by on one more trip, hlS jeep and
trailer loaded with ammunition. SAULS sent him on up to the
;group._' When KNUTSON got there, the Company was again engaged.
HUTSON asked: "What are you firing at?" GOODSON said: "Anti-
ﬁnk gun." KNUTSON asked: "How far away?" and GOODSON replied:

'?One hundred yards." The trailer was ‘dropped and the men turnec

11'. up51de down to do a quick unloading. The jeep, backlng away
: anwhlle

made its turn-around almost in ‘the same motlon hooke
_; to the empty trailer and was on its way before the enemy had
; 'Ired & round. It seemed a miracle to the men that the jeep got
. The mortars began to fire again and in a few minutes the
1 went silent The men went forwérd' Coming to a trail
-=:_-__ rightward, they advanced along :Lt for about 300 yards‘

found no enemy and so they came back to the main road.
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5 ds short of ﬁhe'bridéeﬁ ﬁhe.group'was again étopﬁéc
: ;hiﬁe gun fire. On. order from GCODSON PFC LEONARD REZ
t_ied ‘the hedgerows on a wide sweep to the flank then mov
ethWard the road so. that he came out flnally in- ‘rear of
“positlon in 10 minutes he was back with 30 prisoners

ﬁ 1n column of threes.

,tj;oup.then-turned left into a field and waited for LT AV
; ) up from the left flamk. It was about 1500 hours. W:
b ‘xew mlnutes AMINO saw their smoke signal and joined thex
a;;qﬁn excursion had been relatlvely uneventful. The Compar
.,g;-ved back out the trail running to rightward of the-roe

Fﬂ]ﬁng for the flank of the force in the center..

uncture was made and Company G distributed itself along.

nluedges abounding the trail.



TROUBLE IN THE CENTER

éaﬁpaﬁy G had been rgunding out its mission, the forces
ﬁARNEY and RAE wﬁich had been maneuvering in the vicinity
MOTEY had met a temporary setback because of circumstances
'wag quite beyond anyone's cal¢u1&tion; GEN GAVIN had
Be2 that the village itself was the most likely réllying

for the Germans; under the cover:of-the buildings re-
J;fihmenis from AMERE?VILLE or farther west might effect their
iy?andilaunch the expected counter-attack agaiﬁst the not-
iﬁd‘groupé which were gradually consolidating the bridge-

The artillery had been ordered to move its rire back to

;ﬁiﬁhipal roads ieading into the Causeway. But as has al—
een explained HARNEY, not finding ground in which to

y his troops 1n the foreground of operatlon,,went straight
‘the ‘main road instead of mopping-up behind the other compa~-

RAE S group followed in behind him, and additional troops

@ strung out for another 300 yards to the rear. This

hat although they had no apprehension of it, they were
8 into their own artillery fire. Of this, the artillery of
new nothing, and the lack of radio communication between

antry and the guns broadened the danger.

L -

'_PElement of paratroopers was cut off by enemy fire com-

: irOm the rlght flank during the last stage of the advance

.
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IE MOTEY and one of TRAVELSTEAD'S men, SGT JOSEFH STNDAD,
a 1ittle dlSuance on ahead of them, saw their plight '
ﬁrned back to help them out. But he was in a peculiar )
zhe had a machine gun without triﬁod or amm@nition; his car-
had been hit.duriﬁg the Causeway crossing. When the cal;
‘rom the rear for fire support, SINDAD, ieaving his gun,
“f{ck 15OTYards right through the area where the men were

: foﬁnd a box of'émmun*tion ran forward again, set his
_J_lp on an ‘embankment and provided a covering fire until the

I the paratroopers could close up on RAE, Apcompanled by
the machine gun crew which had been operating under SGT
MNEINFELDT, SINDAD then fell in behind this last element
llowed as far as the crossroads just short of IE MOTEY.

ooked like a good place for the gun; a tripod had come for-

ﬁINDAD was that two paratrobpers who had stepped in front
";guﬁ Tecelved the full force of the blast. They were kil-
were two members of STNDAD'S crew‘ and the gun ‘was knock-
At the same time the fire was hitting all along the line
:}d the others who had moved off to the right with the
(bn of then advancing to the high ground got not more thgn
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dsiiﬁto tﬁé.orchgrd befpre.the firét-#ﬁericah'shéIIS'
Q;émbﬁg them{ One paraﬁrooper'was killed: the other men
W,F;d HARNEY dropped back and took up a position along the
.ni’ RAE, who had planned that most of his force would be
_J,”‘ed to rlght of the road, didn't get started on hlS de-
;nt- The front of his column was moving into IE MUTEY
_;;he fire came down. Being among-the buildings, the group
: d dnly'a few wounded from the first salvo. Buf RAE imr
;'1y pulled his men back from the village and then went
- f'or a tank to see if he could get a radio message flash
e.the artlllery. He'ran into COL LEWIS and GEN RIDGWAY en-
4n conversation near the church and was told to set up hi
'p_the vicinity of.the church as a general reserve.* TRAV:
before submitting to his wounds énd\quitting the battle,
*f;hree different runners to the'artillery. JHARNEY tried

B, a tank radio and orange smoke also, but all were equal]

Mvai ing. A curtain of their own artillery fire continued to

..‘ -L.

3

_;;e'way to the high ground which the infantry coveted.

i

I"'3'-":t‘,tatiuc'essed his line along the first cbnvenient hedgerow

.the area beaten by the American’ gunflre and for the nex
0 minutes he tried to make things as snug as possible. 01
‘F STEAD'S gunners—SGT HAROLD J. LOWE—was still with him,
Was the same conversation reported by SAULS and  connected

Eaklng of prisoners near the church and established the

ip in time of one event to another., It probably hap-
time during the noon hour. . - |
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iné fﬁe-right‘fiank.7 RAE hadlpulled Back taking:nét

-had stlll not reported contact with Company G.) This.
::ed the already con31derable gap on the left and lessened
_f;hance that he would Join flanks with Company o Too " some
;} 20 minutes after the artillery fire had interruopted tne
.;_;ce, LT WEITE had decided that he didn't belong forward and
&'thdrawﬁ his 18 men t&-the area where Company E was employ
Pst wéstward of the marsh. That stripped HARNEY of sup-
E ibn beth sides. There wefe other distuibing changeS'ih -
f:ituation; Company F was now drawing considerable small
ire from the LZ MOTEY buildings and HARNEY'S mortars were
g iheir best to cope with it. So far, theré‘had been no
tration by.tne enemy infantry'but it seemed to HARNEY that
*fu;sitlon and numbers were such that he was simply 1nv1ting
tack He counted noses: There were 50 men from Company F,
: nvm.Headquarters (mainly heavy weapons men), 12 from Company
'féperhaps a half dozen paratroopers; the latter wére ofrIOn
feft. Most of the force was sound though a few of the wound
_}remalned 1n line. HARNEY went on back to the churchyard
'Jd MAT GARDNER that he had better got Company E forward to

| ﬂ'COmpany F*s left if he expected the ground to be held.
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_‘f the hope that he could find Company G's flank and lean
uu-heir strength, he sent out a 51x—man patrol under LT ARCHIE

qIL to reconnoiter the fields and hedgerows to the 1eft.

“ trol moved only a snort dlstance~—perhaps 100 to 150 yards

"1t was ambushed from ‘among houses whlch had prev1ously been fﬂ
d by RAE'S men; it was nearly a complete jobj; two men'were~;ﬂ
‘and two wounded , But a disaster was averted by PFC HENRYf}g-

”41ER 50N who sprinted across the road in the face of enemy | 2

0 ° dcad hand of PIC JOSEPH W. WOCDBURY and poured a cover -

g %?e.to the front so that NOEL

i

nd mach¢ne gun fire, picked up a BAR which had dropped - %
e

2

.{

could get back and warn the -

Ny that the Germans were coming around their flank. = About

Platoon of the enemy were already well launched on this

u.er which would have put them on Company F's. rear. All of ::fé

1me the fire against the Company from front ang right

'-'-."

- had 1ncreased in volume,

QEWearing into mid-afternoon. For somewhat more than an 5
the Company had been standing alome in the forward ground o
fully aware that his Jeopardy was increasing. He

S nothlng from Company E. The strain of the 1ong wait

the dlsaster to the patrol and NOEL‘S warning that the .

“;ttack was comlng forced him to a decision. He had
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é'thefe was a sffong hedgercw'embankment running elengr

htly higher ground with not much exposure teward the flanks._
;.i old nls men to break back to this new line. The mortars
”t flrst. Then the riflemen moved back one-half squad at'
’}e, creeplng along the hedgerows. The BARS got out next’
the machine guns brought up the rear, Flre was already\
i ping across the forward line from the enemy on the left as + -

rst elements pulled out; also, the enemy was firing from‘fji

use on the right rear.

,ie stage, there were signs botn that the men were feeling

essure and that they remained in a state of fair, control.
I tion the last few officers. and NCOS to leave the p031tion i

Jﬂcases) and carried it back to the new line. There they

chanced thet Oompany E which had lost more than an hour
ing up 1ts men, had started its move up to where 1t =
Join HARNEY on the left at just about the time that HARNEY

e hed his decision to withdraw, via his own right flank.
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¢ virtually traded missions with Company E for the time

y  CAPT RAE sent part of his Torce to work northward from
hurch with the 6951gn of llftlng the pressure from COL )
St force and from First Battalion, 325th, and brlngi ng the

) the bridgehead. But the patrol's initial m1551on was

_.Lted. They were to get to TIMMES and tell hlm that the Amer

e -
R
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- THE MOMENT OF FATLURE

;ﬁﬁ neither sensing-tne othérfs presehqg, Compahies E and F
.l;;.around each other like the outer-edges of the same half =3
: :aa revolving door. HARNEY did not Enéw thaf MURPHY‘was-comp_fﬁf
o forward well over on his left MURPHY did not know that :
EY was falling back well over on his right Because of tﬁéi-3
érvenlng hedgerows, - nelther saw anything of the other's men.' '
use it seemed a more favorable line of approach, MURPHY'S

fwent forward along a hedgerow which ran perpendlcular to -

t would have been the extreme left flank of the company po-
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ion, Wlthout incident, they got up to the hedgerow 11ne im-

i&tely east of the sunken road which led into IE MOTEY, and .

. L,
UG iy,

llong that line, they began to feed off to the right. Seeing
fhn hing of Company F in that direction, MURPHY sent a patrol if
Ldnmard to look for the frlendly flank. HARNEY was at that

mmmnt taklng up his new position, two hedgerows to NURPHY‘S
‘iuuw rear.

'.¥

-haps two minutes went by. . The line had Just finished extend-
_“k

L

to the right. Then from that same flank a heavy and direct

ai"]rj

**1Aade fire-—automatlc fire, coming out of the orchard——hit

o

Bk Sl 0

-r10 the top and sides of the embankment which was supposed to

iy =
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~tover1ng MURFHY'S men. Two or three guns were raking the po-T

L3 on from sllghtly higher ground not more than one hedgerow
; _g{

hikﬁt;
ﬁe enemy made 1t 1mposs1ble for them to raise their heads toi

.

MURPHY’S men -were in a ditch and the superior p031t10n
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: Then se eral rounds or smoke fell between company B and
German pos:.tion, the Amerlcans took it as a sign that a

unt.er-eattack was c:om_lng._

]:’HY shouted.'an order. What he sé;id- no member of the C'ompany :
ard clearly.* But tne leaders of the Second Platoon who were
: arest him took. it that he intended for ‘them to move back one
.'_hedgerow to a pos:.tlon which was on slightly higher grounﬂ and
t, d:.rectly in line with the enemy fire. They were just guess—

m a.t it but it seemed llke the best thing to do. . So they made

-_';ei_r exit via the left flank and went to the new positmn prompt

B
'13' and in an orderly manner. But wha‘t: was said and what came of

-1t were ccmpletely mlsread by the First Platoon over on thn_'
_right. 'I'hey thought the left flank had cracked and the thought
.ﬁnicked them. They got up and ran for the main road, headlng

toward the Causeway; their leaders went wi'th, or after, them. -

Gompﬁn_y G; which had completed its work under GOODSON and AMINO _-
and had then moved rightward looking for the nearest friendly
hhk, had come just far enough along the trail to see these
'hgg as they happened. Concluding that the contact had been

de, the Company. halt_ed and SGT MALAK set up his three 60 mm

_j_tillery and small arms fire found the Company G area. MALAK
ool Working his mortars, at first centering on the orchard,

\

qgewas the testlmony of all who were present at the
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: Ak 1.
i i
ersing the flre along one line at 200- yards range s0 ag

he front of both companles. It was hlS feellng that

u.rtars, flred in battery, kept the enemy from coming on.e

 T é counter fire from MALAK'S battery couldn®t check the

he men. T SGT IEONARD SLATER of HARNEY'S outfit was‘mloving_"'-‘
thé'rbaﬁ, going back to get some heavy machine guns, when';
' the Company E men—about 25 or 30 of thémn-coming toﬁarﬁ |
__,ﬁ Tun. He realized-instantly that unless something was
,_;éo_stop the rout; it might sweep the whole front.. Goming.

I  £0&& was a paratroop lieutenant. SLATER yelled at'him: 
,_.a'slsake-stopjthem if you can!® They had already run T
Wj?ﬁhree&fields and were passing thé he@gercw beyond HARNEY'S.I
._ihen this happened: HARNEY'S men had seen, but had held
;;ground. SGT JOHN M. HARRISON of-Headquarters'Gompany, who
ap%ith the 81 mm mortars near the'road; saw them go by. One
'ffélled "They‘re counter-attacking and we Te gettlng out 1"

HARRISON started to follow them out intending to look-for

;;Bhing his plstol. "You'll keep your goddamn asses right

3 they are." "He shouted so loudly that HARRISON could hear

€ the sounds of battle. "Some of my men are up thére'and.
*!:i you men are going to pull out.“_ The group came to a halt .
.fikﬁd ardund uncertainly., None of them tried to argue.

‘tried to go by and the lieutenant at first checked him, = -
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1hiﬁhpioceed: sd that he could arrange to get the mortars
.n.-'case the panic showed signs of spreadlng. "But these :
agmen will stay rlgnt here!" the lieutenant said., LT WHITE -
rﬂa gradually got “his men in hand and the paratrooper relln-
.gd cogtrol Mov1ng on the 1n31de of the hedgerows, how-

;;o few of them got all the way back to the Causewey.*'Some?e
ore than an hour later WHITE .got his group back on line

ed in w1th the force unier MURPHY. The front was now

well knlt between Companles G and E, though HARNEY, on ¥ ke
e right , remained displaced Several fields to the rear.

ithe paratroop officer was never identified.

He was ap-
' tly not one of RAE'S men. _

&L
-
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et U g Evm ' "'G_-;A';TTACK

hoﬁt the next hour the enemy continued to pound the Bat-'h
ls forward lines. But the German 1nfantry did not advance.
.Pere was no material!change in the American situation ex-
,%héf HARNEY; Worriedfbecause he was not covered on the
flank; moved 16 men across the main foad and put them be}::‘
ﬁedgéfow on the other side so that he would have additiéhéf
dre power and observation.* RAR' S Ppatrol got to TIMMES'- ‘
\sywithout dlfflculty and confirmed what it had already sus-' ;
. ;-that TIM&ES was no lcnger in need of help. The forqlng_‘f
'&é-bauseWay appeared tq have removed the pressure from this”ﬁi
uite.automatically and it is conceivable that the trooPQ_
4 ‘had been keeping TIMMES' men and the First Battalion of
z-hei infantry immobilized had been drawn off to strengthen
tance in the center of the brldgehead around 1E MOTEY.
Isuddenly the situation cleared for the men in the orchard;
¥ the time the patrol got there, they could have walked out of -
igitlon. Now, however, tnere was no longer any need for |
"i_ff people to move. The brldgehead had to be extended in
‘directlon and TIMMES was on the right ground to take over

ht flank. He and his men stayed in place.
N\

?'ter 1800, the Germans made their die-away effort. Steady

fire began to hit into the hedgerows where Companies E

f HARNEY'S men.



'Ehe front( HARNEY and his men saw groups of enemy 1nfan- J”

. arossing the open flelds coming toward them. He felt shaky.

just made another trip back to GARDNER and had told him -

e would have to get=addlt10nal forces up to support hls ;
ﬁr the line would not hold; GARDNER told him to go on back
would receive plenty of support in a few minutes. Now,
r;th the attack before the arrlval of the expected. help,
gﬁﬁd that LT HOMARD HILL the forward artillery observer,

'.31t10n 200 yards in rear where he knew there was a4 SCR.

-;uut in the interval, HARZEY'S men sweated.

made one move; he withdrew his platoon on the right an

onal 25 yards to straighten his line, It was the only

ing for the storm to pass. Not a man was hit. Then as the
'gggqeased fire so as not to compromise the advancing German
H¥;Y,\HARNEY*S men propped up:against the hedgerows and met
*“iall with rifles and machine guﬁs. The attack was beaten

u. the enemy had begun w1thdrawal before the Amerlcan ar-

se was attended by some acts of individusl bravery.

A, STRUM, returning through a field on the right flank

' Gl =

-_e, his men lay flat in the ditches, .close to the hedgerows ;-

-

_,hst radio contact with fire control. HILL sprinted on back )

of ground given up during the fight. As the mortars open-

Y




és covered by German'fire at the tlme, colllded witi twe
ol 1nfantrymen on the rear of Company F's rlght flank.

J;rs tommy gun was empty at the moment and he had no ammue ‘

U51ng_the gun as a club, he erashed in one‘manﬂs skull;_
ther man fled. STRUM then continued to the rear, seeking

J;ffion; the whole force was running short at the time.; in_

Enﬁnutes_he eame back; inside a tank which was carrying a

infantry ammunition. The tank unloaded and went back

ore; the read was seé hot with fire at the time that open

X f;s ceuld not move dlong it -80 the tank contlnued doing -

.jiaomen service, and when the supP1Y'WaS amply replen*shed

'_\.

pport, knocking out several buildings with its cannon and

g the forward hedgerows with its automatlc guns. The 3 &

nrry felt that the tank hagd been thelr salvation.¥*

Leae thlngs unattended by any real mlsadventure for the

i an force even though HARNEY'S men remained fearful that
G rmans WOuld try to swing around their right flank, were

-:stotally.mlslnterpreted by the commanders in the backwash

battle, From the CP near the church, the sounds oft the_

ttack Seemed near and impressive, OOL lFWIS had ool-

'Varom sheer exhaustion and his Executive, COL SITTER had *

xer the command, SITIER looked. out toward the road. and

infantrymen mov1ng toward the Causeway, they said theree°

and- his men ang supported by the statements of
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‘mhe Amsrican llnes. As SITEER set ebout collectlng scratc
reserves from ameng his Headquarters personnel and the e
sineer detachment, he heard a tank rumbling back tGWard the.
*Q, mT. SITLER kept at his task. ‘A few minutes 1ater he hea
y he thought was another tank go by. But he had no chance tc
“1re 1nto the circumstances. Had he done so, he would hsve
,wi.:ﬂ that it was the same tank and that it was running an am-
.tion shuttle to the Battalion. -Instead, he gathered the.
.l,assion that the armer was pulling out under pressure fram
enemy and he felt that the effect would be. fully demorallzin
J?ﬂe men on the fire line. He called DlVlsionﬂand told them
ﬁﬁis situation was rapidly worsening and that he wanté&'them
) ;:d whatever help was available. Thus while the bsttle line
_ion began to brighten after a few minutes the Headquarters'

-TH_881on of it darkened steadily through the next hour.*

enough, in the bfief interval ensuing between the onset of"
last attack and his own physicsl collapse, COL LEWIS had
'Fhfthe final steps essential to tne filling-in and reorgan-
’qn of his own line. He went to CAPT RAE and teld him that
-;cbeing counter-attacked on both flanks and that he needed
;Ef-power on the fire line. RAE asked that IEWIS be specific
Jrere he should put his men. IEWIS replied: “I can't tell
“detall I haven't time. Go up and find a hole in the-

;comes from SITLER. - | ' oy
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-a_plug.lta" So RAE mpved westward from the/church:
.h to the thlrd unlmnroved roaé,_there he built up a line
1ng northward from the main road. HARNEY‘S men on the right.
,a were just about 50 yards to the front of this position

which RAE deployed abqut_SO men. The g?Qund did not seem H
;éﬁunder any special pressure at the time, though the enemyi i?
§ ving it steady mortar fire and there were quite é few _H _
,dgie Uiétbls popping away beyond the hedgerows. RAE'S m.'e.z:t_'j‘__nl.'E
oaerve llne saw nothlng of the opposing 1nfantry. Snon : :

I

&“:eachlng the position thelr situation was further eased
4

M,ﬁ hey saw friendly troops move up and form a line on their

&nt, fllllng in the gap which until that time had existed be=-
them and TIMMES® force. This was First Battalion, 325th:
h_try, which had again become mobile when the enemy withdrew f“

om the area around TIMMES®' orchard.¥

7;;-Y G's role in the repulse had been limited to aiding With 
'*%A fire. Along Company E's front the pressure was also. rela;
Lﬁj light the effort of the enemy belng directed ev1dently

@ins 8t that portion of the front where the line was thinnest and )
gtarded- But the Germans never really found HARNEY'S open  §*

. Only a few got that far and they didn't return to their

of this comes ffom RAE'S group;
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had started en thelr way. Perhaps another hour passed

:.OTB HARNEY was reenforeed by LT ﬁNUTSON comlng into the po- 5

it on with about 20 Supply and Communlcatlons men that he had
_:l:ed up; they took up. rlfles ,and dlstrlbuted themselves
; the hedgerow.

‘. : - ) \'s.‘.i
't he d a marvelous effect on HARNEY'S men. He could judge of the

in thelr splrlts by the way they laughed and tallked again

urival of even thie small group made all the difference,,

dence flooded back end the men talked cheerfullv about the

ct of going forward again.*

*From HARNE_Y and his men.

'ni
"]
hE
.
%,
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GEIg' GAVIN '
‘to tha brldgehead as fast as he could -He-wantsdfté'EQUW'
"gons wrong and he moved rlght up to ths frontllne féx—

b flnd out., A brlef reconnaissance reassured him;

alling hlm from tha road. Even as thsy talksd the ensmy

aid: "Let's get moving. T want you to take your men and.

: "How far do you want me to g0 2"

swered: "Go to towni®

kirmishlng along the way and the paratroopers were' nut

er close range at any time during the nlght.




3 e luck of battle that RAE‘S force which Was 1ntended :

klnd of tactlcal battering ram, had come practloally
.m.athed through the day and had done relatively little flght—
whereas HARNEY'S force, which had moved along with RAR ) |
~p:of the day, continued to find trouble. In the final advance
;-st the positions east of LE MOTEY, these were the main

1cipat1ng elements and their sectors of advance were adjoin-

it had advanced two fields arnd taken a temporary p031t10n
Taisd a hedgerow somewhat short of the intersection. The tanks
an went on alone to the sunken road which was just short of
E )X 'TEY they turned into it somewhat gingerly; the road it~

;fgave them good cover, but over on their right they were now

ﬁf:- two-hedgerow distance of the fire positions which had

Rrned company E earlier in the day. The platoon, under command

T 21 IE IR0 T, FITZMARTIN, moved on up to the sunken road. One

MK Was ordered to advance up to the next field and gun the
CT'ipositions'and the houses right around from close range;
tank'was ordered to cover the targets with fire from a
’{faIWard Position during tﬁe movement, The tanks.did their

l;f then Withdrew; it was believed that the position was

"iently Softened up to permit the platoon to advance. But

hine guns in the field positions (the fire had neutralizad

‘893) Were still in operation.
:' :
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.TIN led ;ff, expectlng hls men to follcw.. Four othEem;ff
; sllghtly to the rear of him; the others elther failed
hi5e0 FITZMARTIN go or didn't know what he was 1ntend1ng. As
l;;gpﬁed the center of the field, two machine guns pinned‘a
.I';fire on that point., The four riflemen were cut dcwn,.

RTIN also was hit; the hen could see hié body lying out

_and they thought that he too, was dead. Instead, he was
] 1ng ab 1t he felt sure that if he moved he would draw fire.
_1ley"had given him a compound fracture of the leg and he

8 in too great pain to drag hlmself away after dark came. Ee
:;1ned in the fleld all night, not making a sound and was
.unT-SOOE after 0700 when the platoon moved across. The last
ﬁb;.;rosps had withdrawn from the néarby hedgeroﬁs Jjust g few‘
«u{es before that time. FITZMARTIN had heard them talking as
By pulled out.

Wioccupation of IE NOTEY was otherwise almost withous inoident.
HH.Eeen Placed in command of the force at that point; using
-A%l; aﬁd HARNEY'S men; he built his defense around Third Bat-
“13 heavy machiﬁe guns. The defensive position was estabv'-
iy aldﬁg the road running from.northeast to southwest through -
; lage. A few minutes before dark, the tanks started to

PaW to a rearward bivouac area., RAE tried to hold them,
i?;i that he needed their fire power to be sure of retainlng

.g;, The tank commander said he didn't dare leave his tanks .

an advanced position. RAE went on back to the 325th CP
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sted the;ﬁithdré@al; A staff officer intervened ahd

ded the érmor'to‘tufn back toward the village. But as they '

quERET. In the. end it cost nothing. The night in IE MOTEY
nLeiatlvely quiet. The position—which was in effect an out~ .

beyond the brldgehead——Was not attacked. However, the

to escort the 357th Infantry, 90th Division, which would
~"‘1;I1:t'0u.gl:1 325th's p031t10n shortly before dawn. At ‘0400 -the
:d Battalion of 357th started across the Causeway and within
hgur the relief was well underway. In this manner was com-

Bted the initial mission of 82d Airborne Division. The MER-

at of it was the springboard to the further pursuit and de-

2 Otion of the German Armies in the West.
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