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CHARGE ACROSS' THE CAUSEWAY 

ine facts were developed at a battalion critique in- LEICESTER v. 
SAND, ~on 2~3 August, 1944, with all surviving officers and.;:-,-., 
ag present. ' In the narrative, the witnesses are self-identify-' 

V ' • ; : '•'' ••• 

ci Battalion was already in motion toward the MERDER1T and ap-

^ohing the railway crossing when the order for,the attack,. '•• 

J down the column of marching men. It passed from man to.man'. 

Rlt no .one would misunderstand the nature of the assignment: 

y were to attack across the Causeway, and once started, they ... 

hi to keep moving. Company G,- being first in the column, would: 

[the assault, followed by Companies E and F, After that, in 

| formation, came the heavy machine guns, the 81 mm mortars' 

fc them) and the other elements of Headquarters Company, The • 

'linn came to an exposed space at the railroad crossover' but 

•Mn.all double-timed through there and the Battalion made it'. 
• 

Bout anyone being hurt. 
; 

It the order was still being relayed to the rearward files, 

preparatory barrage fire opened, and the artillery and other, 

feting weapons continued their pounding of the western bank . 

m column moved downgrade along the winding road which led 

|ie River. . It was a preparation loosely coordinated in part, 

||ly satisfying in its over-all effect. Along the river 

CAPT R. D. RAE and his badly-punished group of men from 

th Regiment had been having some hours of extra anxiety. 

been told early that morning that there would be an • 



to force the Causeway by storm and that either his 

fospany (reinforced) or a battalion from 325th Regiment would 

iaw the assignment; it was a question whether the 325th column 

K d arrive in time from CHEF DU PONT. They sweated it out 

©Ugh the early hours, knowing that if the other force was not ; 

MRiiand by 1000, they would have to jump-off.* Periodically, RAE • 

m ireports of the upcoming column's progress; it began to look 

ifuls At 1030, RAE heard the barrage open and he knew; that 

the 325th*s men were moving in to attack. He had already deployed 

Sjfwm. men in firing position close to the water's edge, with 

eater part of them disposed to the left of the bridge and 

a small rise of ground to right of it. This was according 

t$ GEN GAVIN'S instructions; GAVIN had1 also sent word to RAE .' • 

i heads-up when the attempt was made to force'the Causeway,. 

325th,'s attack seemed to waver, he was to charge forward • . 

E s own group, and take over the assault.** Now as the Di-

*s light guns and the 155s of the 345th Battalion, 90th Di-

, began to speak from the ground between IA EIERE and STE 

fiLlSE, the roar and rattle above the swamp of the MERDERET-.'' 

ed rapidly. They were joined by the artillery pieces and 

•̂  guns of Company A, 746th Tank Battalion, which after com-" 

gtiously forward under cover of the artillery attack had 

gtanks into hull defilade among the farm buildings on the 

.ground just above RAE'S fire line. The action was hardly . 

the interview with RAE and his men. 
ptAE and corroborated by GAVIN. 



before the German artillery replied. Shellfire shook t 

,*~a «t LA FERE and crashed among the buildings next the ri 

seened to be coming from directly across the swamp and abo 

1000 yards ,away.* But the precise location of the guns was un 

•uown to the American force and there was no effective counts: 

battery fire; the American artillery continued to concentrate 

ittack against the built-up area along the opposite shore. B 

Ijese same buildings came a small arms fire of such intensity 

tbat it "beat like hail" against the American, side of the rive 

threatening anyone who tried to approach the. bridge. RAE'S me 

l already joined this actionj every rifle and machine gun wa 

Sing on the Hikely-looking targets on the far shore. Yet 

there was no apparent lessening" of the volume and deadliness oi 

lite enemy fire. 

my G, 325th, had kept on moving toward the bridge, hearing 

IPnot feeling, this blast. Until the last 200 yards or so, t 

Id came at the bridge from an angle; the road embankments wer 

fand sufficiently protecting. And the Company had something 

.to worry about. For the attack across the Causeway, the 

Pan had been promised an adequate covering fire of smoke. Tl 

figured that would be pretty important, since they would be 

|lng right into the teeth of the enemy. So they had looked 

I ' 
f»se l a t t e r d e t a i l s from COL LEWIS but confirmed by h i s 
gy o f f i c e r s and RAE. 
m words a r e LEWIS' but HAS, HAREEY and o t h e r s spoke of t h e 
I P of t h i s f i r e . 
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LA FIERE CAUSEWAY 



oualy,fOT the smoke; they had seen a-few smoke shells, fall\ 

en nothing more. The opposite bank was perfectly clear. The 

jfelt pretty let down about it.* * .'.-.-. 

I Company turned the last bend and the' road straightened but •' 

|he bridge. Instantly machine gun fire swept over them from 

d the MERDSKET and the men jumped for cover into the ditches 

th sides of the road.. CAPT SAULS saw his men go down, but 

ûred that for the moment it was useless to get them on thei 

again; the stretch of road between him and the bridge was'. • ••. 

;a.slot of fire and he was sure that if he tried to take 

en that way, the attack would crumple before reaching the 

•jr.** Neither he nor his men had to strain their imagin-

to glimpse the"danger; in among them in the ditches and 

fine.embankments were about 20 dead from 50?th—most of them 

of the-artillery. SAULS8 men, looking forward, could see 

mortar and, artillery fire beating around the bridge. SAULS 

|ed if there wasn't a side road leading into the bridge; he 

|;to a-couple of 507 officers; they could tell him only that 

y'I been taking a beating on this ground for two days and that 

Iwere a "hell of a lot of Germans" on the other side of the 

tf. Leaving his company in the ditches, he made a wide 

ly the critique. 

K Son no, l n t e^? t i n g fact t h a t Respite all the fighting which 
f ^ o F l V t L ^ ^ S ^ S * 1 * PrecedinS ̂ ys, SAULS was 
"iesea2eady a T ^ ^ p l ^ ^ b e e n learned b^ the ?«** 



oncalasance around to the left, i t took him over- about the :" 

ground where CAPT SCm?lETaVAli)EK'S'men: had gone 'on D Day. 

he found the side road which twisted through the cluster of 

x-wa'lled farm buildings nearest'the river. CAPT RAEeS men' 

5 deployed over- this portion of the shore; so many of their 

were strewn over the road that SAULS had to ask the help . 

507 sergeant in moving some of the bodies so that he could 
BBllfc" • . . • 

forward to where the side -road turned into the Causeway and 

omplete his reconnaissance. The road seemed suited to his 

I it approached-the bridge .at almost a right angle; the 

d was flat and the road would have been under full obser-

on from the far- shore had it not been that a shoulder-high 

.wall screened it during the last 40 yards. The cover was 

perfect; at one point an enemy shell had breached the wall 

; seven yards and this meant that every man would-have 

tant of exposure in moving up to the last assembly point.. 

the enemy machine guns seemed to be playing its fire around 

>reach but SAULS decided that the risk was worth taking. He 

J the Company to follow the way he had come. Most of the 

made It: without too much difficulty, bounding one man at ' 

Past the gap in the wall. Once past it, the men packed 

^together, hugging the stone wall, so that the first two 

•» were compressed into a single line of men not more than ' 

8 long. There they waited, crouched over. The American 

ry fire continued: the guns were supposed to hold on the • 

shore until the last minute and the fire was then to roll 



fc as the infantry charged the Causeway. The enemy artil-

was falling just short of the wall; 'it. didn't bother SAULS' 

|jut it landed with unusual consistency along the.narrow 

>n of river bank where RAE'S men were deployed. Enemy small 

fire—quite a lot of it—was beating against the wall and 

*̂|(ing off into the farm buildings beyond the Company. M J 

W. GARDNER, who had just taken .over the Battalion a few 

es before, came forward to see whether SAULS' men were 

| They were—but they were still fretting about the smoke 

wondering whether it would come, 

pinutes to go! By now the aim.and concentration of the 

fire against the wall were such that the men were certain 

th»T had been spotted. S.SGT WILFRED, L. ERICSSON was at the head 

ll'-column and just behind him was LT DONALD B. WA30Nj it ; • 

be their job to lead out. . SAULS, who was up with them, 

A forward and saw the ruined tank and the burned vehicles 

had,blocked the Causeway and made it necessary for the 

infantry to advance without armor; he also noted a 

jj|of American mines scattered about near the tank. Then 

ced back over his Company. To his eye, the men seemed 

He winked at a few of the leaders and they winked back at 

One man said: "Let's get on over to the other side of the 

There are probably some good looking mademoiselles wait-

;Us.n some of the others laughed. SAULS raised his hand 

them a signal as each minute ticked by. At last he held 



Rie finger. And then it came 1045. SAULS held one-half 

Lte extra because the leaders of the column still had seen 

gxnoKe.. Then he yelled: "Go!" 
• 

|e men had been instructed that as they bounded forward in 

single file and crossed the 10-yard space between the end of the 

111 and the beginning*of the bridge, they were to peel off 
• • - • ' • ' , ' 

Tight and left and continue running forward in parallel columns 

both sides of the road. The order of advance was Second.Pla-

joii, First Platoon, Weapons Platoon and Headquarters Platoon, 

fthe shouted ' the order, SAULS ran forward and became first man 

ling off on the. left. WASON swung.over to the right and -

ICSSON made the mistake of trailing right behind him, followed 

Kis entire squad. WASON yelled back over his shoulder for 

JSSON to swing over to the other side; after that, the line 

.ternated evenly. Instantly, as the leaders bounded into the 

p, they felt fire'all around them: it seemed as if it was -

at them from, front and from both flanks. The distance to 

I traversed in the open was 500 yards and SAULS had told them all' 

it their one best chance was to try to take it on the idead run 

thout stopping. He, WASON and ERICSSON-kept going. ERICSSON'S 

Id trailed along; -so did one BAR man from the Second Squad*-. 

mortar shells were falling all along the Causeway as they ,.' 

|4e their run and it seemed to the running men as if the enemy 

fire was beating the air all around them. But they .ran 

||Sh-t up instead of stooping because they could go faster that, 

- 7 -
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and a* the "same time, save tlieir wind.* For. the time being, 

was what saved them. Of this first group, all reached the 

•*.bank winded, but otherwise unhurt. The American artillery 

t still shelling the river line and when SAULS reached the end 

the Causeway, the shells were falling only 25-50 yards beyond 

I it was a danger but it was also a relief and the men were . •• 

to see it holding there. Not even stopping to collect his ' 

ERICSSON continued his run down the trail leading out left--' 

from the bridge. The men swung in behind him and ERICSSON. 

,ed to the BAR man to come up even with him. SAULS stayed at 

Intersection of the road and the trail; he wanted to make 

that the men would deploy to the left, following ERICSSON. 

how he hadn't looked back to see how many men were fellow--

JSfiim but he felt that his first duty was to insure the best 

ble distribution of those who came along. When he first 

ed back it seemed to SAULS that the advance of the Battalion 

palready withering and he sensed that something had gone wrong 

the other side of the 1.IERDERET. Eor some reason, his men 

|t coming on. The Causeway curved sharply at about the half-

int and this curve and the tree foliage bordering both sides 

road made it impossible for him to look back and see how 

Ivance was faring. In fact, the trouble was much farther 

kan that. At the moment of jump-off, there were still'a 

-ii0?" t h i S C a m e o u t a t t h e criti(lue» Officers and men said 
^BSiy that safety in this passage lay in speed alone and 
Eh\- A casualties occurred among men v/ho stopped and 
»» rind cover as they were crossing the Causeway. 

- 8 -
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B̂ien of. Company G who. hadn't closed up beyond the /breach in 

'protecting wall; there hadn't been enough room for them. As 

Pleading squads displaced forward and started for the Causeway 

ese men prepared to move past the breach. The first one, FVT '. 

VIN L. JOHNSON, was shot through the head by a machine gun bul" 

HI as he bounded past the gap; he dropped dead, and his body, 

•falling.across the roadway, shocked and stopped the remaining 

Of the company and the entire Battalion behind them. They 

red there inert for some time—possibly 10 minutes—solely 

E.result of this one bullet. In that interval no one seemed 

ible of action or decision. Impulse was again restored to the 

md when L,T FRANK E. AMINO got up, yelled: "Let's go on and ' 

the sons of bitches!" and bounded past the breach. Most 

j§ha'men then followed him. But the extra wait had taken the 

H out of some of the others and they never got going.* In 

iantime, SAULS* handful of men on the west bank had been 
• 

Big. the best of their rather desperate situation. One hour 

Ijtlior, when LT COL CHARLES A. CARRELL, the Battalion commander, M 

liven SAULS the attack order, he had told him that he would 
m • '• 1 
packing the position of a reinforced regiment.** Now, as 
lese facts were determined at the critique. All hands agreed 
|sa. They completely contradict the statements of the Regi-
Commander concerning this episode who even named the wrong 

». The HO is convinced that COL LEWIS was an unreliable 
IB on this as.on other points, 
tts is the only point at which CARRELL figures in the story. 
Relieved'him before he pould execute the charge. The reasons 
jtt relief do not form a part of this study. At least one of 
Bsequences, however, is reflected in the subsequent action. :.:M 
Wtalion went virtually uncommanded throughout the day. During j 
||os, these companies were held together almost wholly through I 
p.on of the company officers. 



• • • 

''looked about iiim, he was aware that scarcely 30' men had } ;; 

IS- on with him to close against the enemy and that most of these 

A already disappeared into the fields and among the hedgerows • 

I they proceeded to their assignment. ' v •'• 

B • ' • • ' " ' . , ' • 

If WASON had gone straight on up the main road with about eight 

Bpfollowing him, at a distance. During his. dash across the 

nt':' ;-
aaway he had seen an enemy machine gun firing straight down 

|Proad toward the. bridge; he wanted that gun. The time soon 

tee when getting it meant a straight dash across an open space 

Guard the enemy emplacement; he told the other men he would try 

,one. The action ended in a dead heat: WASON'S grenade •• 

jked the gun out just as one of the German gunners shot WASON -

H | SAULS' runner, PFC FRANK THURSTON, had gone on with WASON'S 

||ty and witnessing his death, had seen another machine gun fir-

|":
:from farther up the road.. He returned to SAULS and said: 

Sir, I know where there is a machine, gun nest; .can I go get it?" 

IfiTCLS told him to go ahead. He went on up to a position near the 

rst road intersection, lay down behind a hedge and shot the 

•jr crew one at a time with his M-l. He returned to SAULS laugh 

out loud. "I got the bastards,!f he said. 

iplong the Causeway, things were going least happily for the 

Le third of the Company. It would have been tough enough in 

ise. Weighted as they wore, the weapons men couldn't get 

|:the same running start as the riflemen,, The interlocking 

fire with which the enemy machine guns had the Causeway • 

- 10 -
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• f^om up and down t h e KEftDERET seemed- double, t h e t h r e a t 

l i s more ponderous element; t h e men- proceeded s lowly , a bound 

' ' t ime looking v a i n l y for d i r t cover on t h e almost bar ren 

jttlders of the Causeway embankments. And some, f a l l i n g v i c t i m 

pthe stopping h a b i t , decided t o go no f a r t h e r , They l ay t h e r e 

[ny exposed and v u l n e r a b l e u n t i l the enemy f i r e found them; 

*ir bodies, dead or wounded, made i t d i f f i c u l t fo r a l l o t h e r s 

Game along behind them. This was the beginning of the choke-

Kgnd of immobil i ty; the longer t h e f i g h t proceeded, t he more 

HXy the passage became. Then i n t h e middle of Company G's 

jading of the Causeway, the f i r s t American tank t r i e d t o come 

jJfOBS. The .American mines which SAULS had seen s c a t t e r e d near 

yuined enemy tank had not been removed by Company G; the 

" y had been given no i n s t r u c t i o n on t h a t p o i n t . I n t r y i n g 

get around the d i s ab l ed t a n k , t h e Sherman t ank exploded one of 

•n ines . The explos ion d i d n ' t hu r t anyone in t h e Sherman but 

jfunded seven men from the weapons p l a t o o n . S SGT GEORGE F . 

| sec t ion l e ade r of the m o r t a r s , was s t r u c k above the eye by 

ft fragment and almost b l i n d e d . '" He jumped up and urged the 

gjaen on, though by the time he reached the end of the Cause­

r s b leed ing so badly t h a t the o thers , made him t u r n back. 

I there were 20 t o 30 c a s u a l t i e s — t h e dead and t h e wounded— 

out along the Causeway. Some of t h e Wounded had crawled 

j*0 the shal low dra inage d i t c h e s which r an a long the embank-

p h e s e g u t t e r s w i t h i n a s h o r t t ime-were comple te ly choked 

wounded and m a l i n g e r e r s ; t he r eby was e l imina t ed the only 

- 11 - • . • ' , 
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ial cover along the Causeway., 

Rose. minutes the operation hung by a few slender threads* 

Wmovement along the Causeway had lost its initial momentum; 

•Sanation was rapidly changing to paralysis; any partial block 

Biulted in yet greater numbers of men jamming the available road 

Woe; as there had been no diminishing of the enemy's mortar and 

aXlet fire against the Causeway, these traffic blocks enlarged 

itarget; in consequence, casualties mounted rapidly; this 

pden, in turn, compounded the difficulty of restoring motion . ' 

0 the .column. That became the very heart of the problem; the 

jpidly-gr owing impasse at this narrow, defile so gravely threat-

H the objectives of operation that before long every able- •• 

Hied and willing officer from the Division Commander on down 

.wrestling with it—trying'to get the wounded back, trying 

|6rge the faint-hearted to go forward, trying to clear the road 

jptne efforts of the little band of men who had reached the 

St bank of the MERDSEST to bring some'relief to those who fol-

jweren't wholly fruitless. They were too few in number to 

-rfhelm immediately any important number of the enemy's fire 

|ions, but step by step they were winning ground. 

?Loped 
is was the situation as men and officers described it and it 
«a veryquickly, as the narratives of company experience 
te ««? sl&ht of a f e w wounded on the road made other men 
*e ?22 JK°P" 0 n c e a f e w n e n h&a stopped, it was no longer 
| Aor tnose who followed to make the Causeway on the run.1 



•gk a-i 

*ning down the,first trail leading leftward along the river |f 

SGT ERICSSON, had motioned, to his BAR man, RFC 'JAMES P.- . 
. - • - • ' ' -

•to take position at the nigh corner of the first field 

;he right and make ready to fire, ERICSSON and the others ran 

'"down the trail: he figured that he and his men would grenade-
ft " • : " ' I 

'enemy from out of the fire positions behind the hedgerow run-. 

•"'parallel to the trail and that as the Germans fell back 

' 

• 

ugh. the field, KITTLE could mow them down. It worked almost, ': 

m • • • . • • . . ; - l 

way, though right at the - beginning two Germans popped out 

behind the hedgerow with their helmets rattling and their 

Ep'. ERICSSON thumbed them back toward the Causeway and 

•went obediently, without guard.' The Americans .went on a 

3re yards-and then threw grenades over the hedges., The enemy. 

Haded in kind; ERICSSON and his men went flat; it seemed to 
-." ' ' • ' • • " < • 

Is the German grenades exploded that the concussion was ex-

ly slight and could not do them much harm.* Another dozen 

*8 came from behind the hedge, hands raised: they, too, were 

led back toward the Causeway—and went. These things built 

idence in ERICSSON'S men. There were more grenadings and more. 

"eiders. In short order, the exodus from the field became. 

and all resistance ceased in that small area." Others of 

fflen had proceeded in the same way against the hedgerow 

Ions along the main road. Some additional power, which was ' 

a large number of surrenders, had come with the belated 

-8 was their exact testimony., 



£al' of LTi2£D?0 and his platoon, who had been held up.by the 

ident at the wall. SAULS sent about two and one-half squads 

in the direction WASON, had gone, thus establishing the righ 

iLjjj of Company G. They set up a fire position along the main 

i»d so as to cover the fields toward the southwest and they also 

Woed sone of their automatic weapons so as to counter'the fire 

SAJOQ from the buildings to right of the road, around the church.. 

jBi of AMINOJS men, T SC-T JOHN P. KNEALE, worked his. way up to the 

|t,.fork In. the main road. He stood there waving his arms and 

Ing back at the other men: "Gome onS Come on! We've got the 

Ban'bastards on the run." Sniper fire kicked up the dirt all 

mmd hid; he paid no heed and he kept on yelling; the men moved 

^P and past him. To SAULS, KNEALE'S stand was the "prettiest 

ght of the day" and one of the most effective individual actions 

H e knew that in his exposed position, KNEALE was already push-

jjiis luck and asking for a bullet. His own nerves became taut 

this exhibition and he finally ran forward the necessary dis­

band gave KNEALE a personal order to take cover.* 

3GN and his men made a temporary withdrawal after proceeding 

R100 yards down the trail; they had just about exhausted their 

Uion supply, and ERICSSON figured he needed a few more men. 

jjust about back to the main road when a bullet hit him in 

!' description. He added these words: "To get American 
jpver a passage of this kind, the leader has to stay in front 
y "Let's go J" But if he,'s wise, he'll leave a few at out-
fellows behind to keep the stragglers moving." 

- 14 -
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jadK and -eliminated M m from the action, 

'the beginning, the assignment of Company G had been to . 

that part of the enemy front which lay to the left of the 

troad. ERICSSON, MASON and KNEALE had all made passes at 

[& assignment but had been limited by the strength at hand. ': , 

Elimination of ERICSSON coincided with a realization by SAULS 

j enough men from the Company were now at hand to systernati-

mop-up the leftward sector. • He sent LT AMINO and some of? 

ien down the trail where ERICSSON had been with instructions 

Lear the fields between the trail and the MERDERET marsh and 

Jewing gradually to the rightward. Another group which had ' 

Ewed SOT KNEALE to the fork in the road was to continue fol-

|g him down-the left turning. This would put AMINO'S group 

SALE'S group on courses at first running roughly parallel ...--

radually converging. As they proceeded, they were to put 

Pfire the hedgerow-bordered fields lying between them and 

V any enemy forces positioned there. Each force was to use, 

[ire in such -way as to provide a release for the other. 

. 

Simple maneuver was the beginning of order. Back along the 

Way the situation was still fully desperate. Eire beat 

jhe roadway from both sides and front. The paving and the ">."* 

aents were becoming littered with the dead and the wounded: 

is the congestion that the forces still trying to come 

^ to move at slow pace. At times they were wholly stop- • 

/the choke of bodies. 

- 15 -



& of the German prisoners were trying to get to-the east 

H u t most of.them were being killed by. their own or by 

loan fire while trying to move against the current,* SGT 

SSON, looking the scene overs had decided that it was better 

lie in a ditch with a hole in his back than attempt that pas- . 

-, fie flopped down near the head of the Causeway and waited 

•things to change. A friend who had just come over the Cause-

'found him there. That was several hours later. ERICSSON 

""own stiff and weakened from his wound and could barely 

But he motioned to his own tommy gun as the newcomer went 

'that with you," he said, "you won't need a carbine over 

men of the Battalion said unanimously that they killed 
isoners as they tried to work back across the Causeway. 
i friend was 1ST SGT HARRY B. READY, 
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THE STRUGGLE FOR MOBILITY 

^0 it iiad crossed tiie Causeway, Company E's immediate mission 

bo deploy to the right of the main road and clear up the area 

ug the river .bank̂ to the north and around the ehurclu Thus 

preen the deployments of Companies G and E, it was expected to 

|ar up the enemy fire positions in the immediate foreground 

[ free the Causeway from harassment by everything save the 

artillery. Company E was to go forward right on the heels' 

1 Company G , First Platoon taking the lead. 

platoon commander, IT RICHARD B. JOHNSON, took off in advance 

a men and arrived on the west bank about the same time as 

INO'S group. He had intended to take a quick reconnaissance 

3 ground and make ready to send the men along as they got 

H the .Causeway. So as AMINO'S men carried on toward their 

[lament, he closed in on the hedgerow bounding the churchyard 

"worked his way along it slowly, trying to see some sign of 

jenemy through the gaps in the row: it was an unprofitable 

ess; the area was being pretty well churned up by mortar 

and small arms fire; he could see where bullets were clip-

twigs and branches from the apple trees, but for the moment, 

law no sign of a live enemy. 

|st of his men were about 10 minutes in reaching him and' 

jfnis time he had left very much alone since Company G«s 

âppeared into the hedges on the other side of the road as 
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ply as they reached .the west bank. There had been a slight 

jlay when T SGT.HENRY W. HOWELL led the platoon almost as far 

jforward as' the bridge and then found that his road was blocked 

fey Company G stragglers. As HOWELL had been given no instructior 

§bout passing through any part of Company G, he puzzled over it 

a few moments, somewhat in doubt as to whether the general 

jjice had been halted. Then the Battalion S-3 CAPT JAMES G. 

[B, told him to take Eirst Platoon through the block and con-. 

ye on across the Causeway. During the delay, a mortar shell 

along the embankment, just a few yards from the head of 

llllllompany. The shell exploded upward and several shards struck 

JT CHARLES E. MURPHY'S face; several other men had been wounded 

ffl&ff£ bled pretty badly but he didn't stop to get first aid; 

itly because of the bleeding, he decided to make the Causeway 

ige as rapidly as he could instead of using his personal 

force from the rear to jockey along the less willing elements; 

• latter task fell to his Executive Officer, IT BRUCE H. BOOKER. 

X and his group picked their way along like men doing a bend-

ce in slow motion. It was no longer possible for the rifle-

to run the distance or even to walk fast; stragglers and some 

Pmers were moving back toward them, mingled with a few Ameri-

||nded; other wounded were crawling along the embankments; a 

^ p were scattered along the pavement. Some of the able-

K. drained of their courage upon finding themselves-wholly 

| and under intense fire during the Causeway passage, tried 

- 18 -
' ! 



' - ! . • •• - • ' • ' * ' • . ' 

tfind cover behind" the dead bodies,-there being none better 

M a i l a b l e . So doing, they enlarged the cluster and worsened 

K £ congestion. Too, the machine gun and mortar people were 

fighting their way across and taking it slowly; willy-nilly, and. 

despite the clear intentions; of the commanders, the Causeway was 

becoming a general fire line* HOWELL noticed that the leader of 

fits own machine gun squad, SGT LARRY S. WILSON, proceeded by ad-

,"fencing his gun not more than 40 yards at a time, so that in all 

1%B must 'have set up and fired 10 or more times during' the pass­

age # It was the same with the other weapons men, though among 

the riflemen, the movement was slow or rapid, smooth or jerky, * v 

almost wholly according to the example set by each squad or small 

group leader. If the leaderimoved ahead at a collected pace, it 

sfas still possible to get a. platoon ahead almost as a body; but 

if-a squad leader lost heart and fell away from the platoon, his 

Ben usually fell by the wayside with him.* 

Iff BOOKER, whose task it was to prod Company E forward, had a 

Ohance to ponder these things. He at first worked his way up 

tothe head of the Company column and reached the end of the 

Causeway about even with SGT HCMELL'S men. Aware that a large 

iwtion of the Company was lagging, he went on back as far as 

i Bridge and then began a personal sweep forward,' looking for 

E men but working on SAULS' men, also. Halfway across on 

E ^ Companies were interviewed at length on these points and 
nth ? a t e p i a l details of the crossing experience. What is 
yaere is the concensus of all who were interviewed. 
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cond trip, he was hit through the'calves of, both legs by. 

i fragments; it string-hajtered him temporarily and he sat -

l on the edge of the embankment to wait for a medico to come 

long an(3 t a n 3 a S e fri?1 UP« Sitting there bleeding and unable to • 

•Me he continued to wave back to the men strung out along the 

Causeway to the rear of him, shouting at them: "Get on up there, 

jjainn it! That's where the fight is!" Men heard him, got up 

Moved along. Still, he continued to exhort them. Before . . 

ffould get his wounds dressed, he saw a group of Company E men 

King.'it back along the Causeway, trying to escape the battle, • 

|ing and laughing, he pulled his pistol and fired a quick half-: 

en rounds just over their heads. They turned back toward the. 

t. The incident, however, by no means closed BOOKER'S record 

Pthe day. He was simply waiting for his legs to cool- off. 

Cass bandaged, he was ready to go again and the drive which he 

bad undertaken on behalf of the Company was extended to include 

lie entire force. No other officer played a stronger part in 

fjjuading numbers of men to pick upland join the battle.1* 

OWELL kept his appointment with LT JOHNSON. He had lost 

stragglers back along the embankments and a few of his men 

Ren hit and removed from the action. But most members of 

jilatoon were either with or close behind him when he reported 

hedgerow covering the churchyard. A few men ran on toward 

hard. HOWELL stopped to talk with JOHNSON on further 

}j.witnesses as to various aspects of BOOKER'S activity were 
TJEY, LT WHITE, LT TRAVHLSTEAD, SGT ADRIAN L. RUSSELL and 
LEE BAKER. 
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Is of the deployments Then machine gun fire coming from up 

Ute road toward IE MOTEY cut them both down, HOWELL.getting it 

the arm and chest and JOHNSON being wounded in the shoulder.- .. 

gotb men were evacuated back over the Causeway. S SGT FRANK C.'• 

STUDENT took over the platoon; a few minutes later he was KIA.•• 

fire continued to bear from the west on the ground where the 

.toon was advancing and there was a considerable, though scat­

tering, rifle fire mixed with the, steady whine of the enemy's 

lutoma'tic weapons . Adding to the discomfort of GAPT MURPHY'S 

I the 507th?s covering fire from across the MERDERET seemed ; 

searching sharply close to the American flank. As Company 

J's leading files started fanning out along the paths and ditches 

inning past the church and orchard, they felt the fire close in 

them as if both forces were concentering their shot on the 

all patch of countryside in their immediate foreground. They 

Id hardly any time in which to react strongly to this unpleasant 

tion, however, before it produced its most startling effect 

ihe Germans who had been holding fire positions within the 

|hyard and through the orchard to rear of it. The crossfire 

unnerved them and they were begging for a chance to quit when' 

r*S men arrived; the skirmishers going forward saw them 

»tag up and down in their foxholes and yelling/ "Kamerad!" 

6' 30 Germans were captured right around the church. 

Is time Second Platoon had put in a nominal.appearance along-

First Platoon on the western shore, though when LT WILLIAM 
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[gART counted heads, he found.that only one and one-half•"'• 

He ;had made it, the rest having fallen by. the wayside, during 

I T •' •• 

Sftuseway crossing, Forwarid and rears Company E's -losses 

I In fact mounting despite the appearance' of collapse in the 
. ... # 

,#-position. One artillery shell, landing among MUREH3"f3 men 

Le they were taking the German surrender in the churchyard, 

pad off seven of them. Perhaps somewhat more than half of • 

Rbmpany strength was still distributed along the Causeway 

jygh only about 35 of the 148- men who started had been hit and 

t out of action during the crossing. More than that number 
• • • • 

jailed to come along because they lacked the nerve to face 

§flre. Some men said later that they were willing enough 

ptliat the Causeway seemed to drain them of all bodily vitality. 

eugtt it was not a day of high temperatures,. the heat seemed 

Bible. Once the movement had become a slow march, the pas-

lwas more exhausting than when the leaders had been able to 

|£or it. The first files had had only to face the fire: for 

Mrho followed, there was the extra ordeal of having" to run 

Jgantlet of their own dead and wounded.' The able-bodied stop-

BO give first aid to the wounded; the wounded stopped to tilt 

jgteen to the lips of the dying. And wherever they stopped, 

fire continued to beat about them. 
', his leg wounds dressed, tried to get back in stride 

that the muscles wouldn't respond—he couldn't walk. • 

nt forward crawling and as he proceeded, he urged the 



{•'who were sprawled out along the embankment to get up and folr 

L him. Come to the end of the Causeway, he found one of SAULS' 

!pFC ALEXANDER IIAHN, bleeding badly from an arm wound and he 

Sopped there and patched him up with a tourniquet.* But he real-

id that his own strength was slipping and that even crawling 

W u W soon be out of the question. He crawled back toward the 

w st bank: there was still enough spark left in him that he con-

iued his self-appointed task, urging the other men to get for-

As'he was passing over the bridge, he stopped a soldier 

Upas going forward and asked him to take'a message to Company 

Suite a while later the message got up to LT WHITE while he 

iiding the fight to clear the fields westward of the church. 

It read: "Tell Company E to give them hell and I'll be back in . 

iple of days," 

pt deploying to the right of the road, Company E had gone on 

its objective line and had held there for about 15 minutes. 

ig this holding period the small arms fire on the immediate ' 

seemed to slacken a-little bit. LT WEIKART sent a patrol' 

; men on down the trail running north past the church and 

&Md. They returned in about 10 minutes with"22 prisoners, 

searched out a large group of farm buildings. WEIKART 

|?ed (mistakenly) that this eliminated most of the enemy forces 

the vicinity of the church. 

IBB4 

*st the patrol action had gone quite smoothly and without 

believed that BOOKER'S act had saved his life. 
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