LeGrand K., Johnson

2637 ©1d Hape ville Rd,
A pt, 32E

A tlanta, Ga. 3S¥

30315

George Los manski:

Tha nks fer your letter, asking information on "F" Company,
502, and their activities on D-Day. I am not much of a typist,
but while things ars quiet here at the office on Saturday PN,
I'11 knock off a few lines,

T wonkit £1i11 out tne form you sent, but instead wlill try toe
include in an informal narrative account some of the hazy
details , PFirst, I believe the best scurces of information
would be from Bill Starnes or iarl Cox, both of whom live in
Ak¥mdg. ,Chio. Also, Zarl Hendricks, sZxecutive Officer of F
Company on D Day, lives in Cleveldand, and has a better meumory
t an mine, Incidentally, Cox has some Company Plctures taken
in Fort Bragg, with names identifying the vickures,

In the Harshalling area, one ol the high points was a visit
from Zdsenhcower, snaking hands, coming inte the tents, pointing

out he had one all he could de, etc, When he enhtersd my tent,
I Jugiped up, cﬁrashimg my poor head against the upper bunk and
damn near knocked myself out, requiring several stitches, We

studied hell out the Sand Tables, got daily pictures of sslected
drép zcones, and etc., Everybody got in perfect shape and we were
fed and fattened for the invasion.

F company won a rsgimental competition and was given the "honor"
of being the lead company, following the B attalien HG planes, I
was in plane #9 , In my plane was one fgsquad (12 men), olus
Sgt Welsh (Opns 3 gt who could speak French) a radio Op

named Clay, and Dohun ( Waxkkemxxxx Walter C}, whe later saved
my life. I believe we also had a company clerk named Senger,
Joeseph W, who was later killed., Crammed in the rlane, or

under the plane, were elter L or 6 bundles of A nti Tank Mines
and spare llame Throwing equicment, My Company Mission was to
destroy 6 Coastal 4 rtillery guns and some ob:er concrete
emplacements, The guns wereon RR tracks, and were not
completely ready to fire--at B ast , 2 of them were nct,

D day was postponsd,and on the d ay of the postponement, some

A ir Force Col notified mg that Radar was being installed on

my plane, and the racks and bundgles must come off, This suited
me, but I didn't know tney would load the bundles in the floor
of the plane., They did--these damn bundles are 5 or 6 feet long,
and weligh one or two hundred pounds., 1 fougt this issue,
including asking the AF Col to step outsidewith me, but all

to ne avail, We were grossly overweight, and the pcor pilot
swore the plane would never get airborne,

Wwhen we reoortedto the plane on the afternoon of June 5th,
preperly face blackeneds«head shaved, I met with another
miserable circumstance-~I had a Naval Cbserver a ssigned to my
plane., He was surposed to spot for the Navy and direct

Naval Fike, He had a n SCR 300 Hadlo bundded in a bag sp

ad ded and large that it tgok é it 3 ' 3
gou can %mag%nebmy state 5§Ogi£g? men to push it into the door.
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We took off, or attemptsd to, about 5 "M, I belisve, I was
standing behind the pilet, and he was doing all he could te pull
ti:e plane inte the alr, It web.ld mush up, then settle back down,
and a stone fence was approaching., I am sure the pilot considered
braking an@XaXXXXx but evidentdly was too far committed and
we lumbered over the fence--we actually wmushed back down and skimmed
some bushss, but it got up. The pilot came back intc the cabin
aas deathly sick--He was sheok,

The assembly was beautiful--we left from Membury A irport, and the
hundred of planes curving behind me was awesome---1 thought--GOD
help t.e Jer iss, The Trip over was uneverful unt\l we Urossed the
Jersey and Guernsey Isles, when the A A 4 rtillery started up, but
we were beyend it, being in one of the lead planes, We hit the
coast of France in Formation bubt then all nell broke loose as

we ran into an imtenabrable fo g, rlanes tookindiviual action, and
in ne time al all, we seemed to be flying in circkes, with planes

coming and going svery which way.(The fog soecn was gone), I
Cenferred with the rllot and he admitted he didn't know wers in hell
we were, We took a best estimate, out on the red light, and stcod

in the door., The pilet said all he knew for sure was that he wasn't
bringing us back. Through the intercom phons, we sgreed to go, and
started -itching bundles out the deoor., Imagine 3tatic lines hanging
doewn, Gtrying to retain the proper held on the andher cable,

and shoving the bundles the length of the plane with your bocks--

in the dark, and under nermally trying circumstances, anyway., Thhis,
plus being trussed like Gulliver, wighted down with Chute, hLand
Grenades, Tommy Gun, A mmunition, Focd, Clothing, Gas fask,
Binoculars,Pis tol, Halncoa¥, Maps, and weighty acpreaension, |
decided the Naval Ubserver should go first, and we had a hsll of
a time pgetting the bundle out the dcor., e did, however, and I
was right behind him, shrieking and hollering like all thes rsst
of the idiots. We had bsen receiving some ground fire, but not
muca, but but once we weréout, all hell broke lcose., 1 locked
right down on a circular ring of and AA emglacement, I could se
the Waval Cbssrver to my left, with the radio nanding from a rope,
The Germans concentrated their fire on him, and I could ses
tracecrs streaming throught nis canarpy, and probably him, I
climbed by sSHERXEIXXXIRXXXXXXXXXXXXX suspension lines damn near
halfway up and coWpapsed the chute, trying to slip away, [ did
this twice, I believe---we m@st have been pret.y hizh up.

I managed to sitip over a hedge row, mg chute catching in the
trees on the hegdperow, I dangledabout 10 feet from the ground,
but with the hedgermwe to my back, I used the jump knife to cut
the line and fell into the ditch--full of ocriars. I scramble d
out, hearing thes UGerman soldiers trying tec get to me, and ran
across tne [&ld to the next nedgerow, and nhid in the ditch,

I unli.mbersd the tommy Gun---we were only supposed to fire
automatic weapons untll daylight, and waited for them te comse,
After some discussion, they elected to lesave me alone, and all

ran somewhsre, the silence was deathly, 1| wailted few minuted
and headsd zast, away from the AA position, whicn I assume they
deserted., I kept walking through the hedgerow gaps until I came
to a paved road, I hid in thes ditch, and watched several good
sized German Fatrols go by. Finally I heard somsone coming
from benind me, gove the JrickeX regogniticn signal and was
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immediately answered, It was Lt, Nick Schiltz, from @harlotte, N0,
a olatdon cmdr in my company. He was later @kllled, at Zon, Hollmd,
Nick had most of his squad with him---a squad, anyway. A lso,
seve.al men from my plane., We left, not using the road, in

the General directvon of the Coast, [n the next hour, we must havs
ac:umulated ovser a aundrsd men, from all outfits, ., We came to

a town about 3 a m which L believe to have been Ravenville, but

I am not sure, anyway, we were 6 miles fpom St, Mart in de Varrsvlls,

which was ou¥ destination, I gigure we had besn dropped about

9 miles from ocub D7, or, so I lated testified in a Hearing, shakig

my [ist at the pilot, We had to try 3 house@ befo e angone we d
answer, but Welsh, wita bis knowledge of the languwage, got the
direction and distance pretty gquick. WE=-==Welsh, Scnniltg, 3t
Simmons, and 2 or 3 others had gcne ahead, leving ths main

group benind, until we could find out somet ing. We were in a

courtyard, surrounded by by hnigshk stone walls . We learned we werse
next to a verman Barracks ( a block away(, which was vncinted

cut to us., A bout thés tiime the A llemands started droppilng

Grenades on us from the adjacent couRyards--they ha us cold,

We planned to all throw return grenaces on signal, then take off-
this we 4id , running away from the larger gropp. We lsh

and I ,the only ftwo with aubtomatic weapons, ran down the strset

away, then stopped, and sprayed the pursuing Germans, wWe did

tois gx 2 or 3 times, running bztween bursts, The Germans chased
us throug h the town, and through a couple of hedgerows, but tioen

left off the pursuit, wWe notified the larser gropup, orienting
tnem, and gziving dirsctions to chelr vaMious assembly areas, X

Awarrant offier was in our sroup,and he washit in the courtyard/

~

2 or 3 others were wougedsd,

the Journey teo St Martin de Varrewvills, was hectic, out 1little
enemy action. Mostly, we ran at a fast troby okcking up men as
we went along.

We arrived at a4 heavily mined area near a paved read , adj-
acent to 3% Martin de Varreville, a little befo-e 0600, I

had about 20 men, which, as far as I knew , comprised the foarce
that was to destroy the guns and the enemy Headqua rters,

which was supposed to be about 300 men, Wede termined that the
mines were not armed, and too{off in approved Infantry 3 chool
Fagshlen, swarming over the area with no oprposition. Cod 3teve
Chappuis was tuwe (¥ Batt., C0), with sspveral men----by 0700

we had less than 200 wmen, We set about putiting up a perimeter
defense, and 1 was to destroy the guns. We found the B ritish
tieavies and American B 25's had all but accomnlished ou¥ mission
for us---great holes 150 fset in diameter wer e where the

guns had besen , Only two wer s near operative, and we put banga-
lore torpedoes down the wmuzzles, in the br.ech, and under the RR
tracks The Grermans made two minor atbacks that A M, but they

a moun&éd to nothing. Chappuis and Capt Hank Plitt were "accepting"
the surrsnder of the German trocps in the underground arsa,
which was a hEEXX nuge arEZXRXXXXX affair, like subway
tunnels, with ammunition, food, and etc., The Hieiniss wers

sure chagrined when they came out with their hands up, and lsarned
that they outnumbered the nell out of us.



e

S

1
5

The lith Division was suppossd to land on the bsach--~UTAH RaD, but

they wer: delayed because of nigh tides, or current, or something.

We could see the ships plainly, and, in fact, obssrved them singig
<Wa

the old snips or barggs, forming a breakwater. Ihe [th came
in about Noon, or per¥s a 1it . 1le before, They were 30
keyed up at they almost took.ghots at us as we neslpsd them I[rom

the landing boats, May L ¢ out here that there was not a 3nov
fi ed at the Lth as they landed---iMaybe they should have used
Parachute Trcops at OMAHA ¥

We spent the re&t of the day getilng the men in---some of thean
didn't come fo r 2 weeks, We picked up ths e 4 unat
there were only few--on_both sides, and trisd :
The Germans a ttacke® r&8¥ the wovth about L PM, with abo
a battelion of men, but it only lastedan hour or se, and they went

off licking their wounds, and hotly nursued by some crureegrs@vaclievs
from another batt,

well, this is about it--%too long, and very poorly typed., a 11

the mistakes aren't typilng srrors, but scme of them are, I'irst

time I have tgped in years, [ am a RHegicn Manager fo¥ Hdyder Iruck

Lines, statioged in atlanta., [ am nalf blind, having been s notb

in the head, as well as other places, 1In Holland.

I wish you lugk with the book., I willl close by saying there

has never previcusly been assemblsd a better group of men

than” those who comprised the 10lst A4 B, and more particularly,

the 507nd Prcht Inf Reg, dricing you whis letter nas made me

reflect with awe on the reckless courage and the sheer delight
mayhem that this grcup sxhibited, I am pglad they were on

cur gside.

Sincerely

Lelrand .. Johnson

0-L15L5)
Capt, nf, --Retired fo Disabllity






