10 February 1966
Dear (George:

I 7uast related the story from memory about one of the Generals up the tree. I'm
sure it was Danforth who pulled the "bugger out™. 5o ask him which one it was.

The medics that were attached to G Co. were most welcome, we gathered them in
amongst us as well we should, but there agains, you not being with a line company,
but a headquarters cutfit, you would not guite understand the "closeness” one would
feel or have with the #iflemen, machine.gunners, ammo bearers, etc, of the Fighting
Forces.

"Petey Foltey' Luolo, was what we called Pete Luoto. He rece IV d s piece of

shrapnel in his neck and his arm became paralyzed in Normandy. I think he came f ron
Ironton, Michigan., (My wife was reading your letter of February &, and I tried t

remenber where old Fete was from, now 1 reread your letter, and ¥Walt says Irondbmd,
Bill says Iron ¥Mountain, now I wonder, here is a third town to mske your task easier.

1 have a company picture, taken when we were in Camp MHacKall and I'1l see if 1
can add any names to your list. We had & number of transfers out and then soms in,
after the wicture so 1I'11l see how many 1 can identify. Better than that, I'1l send

it to you and yvou can check your roster with it.

And still no mention of our good 5fSgt. Word -- Itts funny, but m- wind is a
complete blank on his whereabouts in Normandy. I was the Sr. Sergeant when we cone
bined the lst and 3rd Platoons, hell, T was the only 5gt, when we combined them, so
Word should have been there, but he wasn't, (We couldn't find stripes for Danforth)

There was a Luistenant, a2 1ittle round faced rascal, that pulled a pin on a
grenade, let it pop, and handed it to Virg during a 11tt;» sqnctln serape we nad

with some -~ fMclonaugh -- was his name -~ Uerman paratroopers, that 1 morning of
Furple Heart Lane. ‘e was sholt in both wrists later on, the sane day, Frice was
killed--Price, 1lst Scout, riflemen, was killed as he approached a fortified house,

a potato masher dropped under him and killed him. 5o buLc is ovrobably dasel H,
Price, I was within ten yards of him when it happened, acting as second scout when
the masher came out the window. Then all hell broke loose—-an*orth, Ferry, Yradley,
Urlowsky, Turk, McDonagugh, was leading the patrol, and there wasn't a thing we
could do, Ferry bad carried a bazooka for the time, but the bateries wmat dead and
he'd dropped it in a cistern a couple days before and our rifle fire was not very

effective against 2 mess of machine guns in a thick walled stone house,

all the hiring and firing we had had since 1've been sitting on the local
Board of Zducktion; it has besn with the narcisstic coaches, znd 3ll schools seen
to run into this trouble, especially with baskethall coaches. 50 it grieves ne
a

deeply that -- but what would one expect of adquarters individusl?

I'm sorry -- iddie iiolse was not the medic -~ as I remember,

They tied a rope around Turk and led him around for a couple days., He didn't
come around for several daysy urdil Purple deart Lane deal snd then it was kinda

hard explaining whose side he was on this particular manuver

Try this duty roster on for sisze with some of the other guys:



3rd Flatoon Leader - Lt. Fathan M. Marks with Lt. McDonough as assistant leader,
Sgt, Word was the platoon ssrgsant while CJ~. Sobieralskl was the communcations

copporsl, i

Lst Squad o 2nd Squad of 3rd Flatoon
Sgt. serowiec Jo w Schadt, Sergsant
Aicherd "™ick” Richards, lst Scout Tony Burnett

Walter Turk, 2nd Scout

Frank Goodsall

David Hythaler, rifleman lo Ludy
Tony Pignatello, rifleman Felix Lopachin
Howard Cavanaugh, rifleman Janes xeyneids
wugﬂn@ Pickering, rifleman Harl Chellin

Uock Orlowsky, rifleman

5111 Kopp, machine gunner

Pete Luoto, ass't machine gunner
Buferd FPervy, bazookaman

Cpl, Virgil Danforth
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Mortar Souad, %rd Platoon

Sgt. dohn Urbank Castona, as I said was Company Commo.
F. KL Horrison, gunner

Panl Hellinger

Lester Senter

Howard Lewark

Clarence Klopo

Joseph Concepcion (arcia was a corporal in the squad oi the lst pnlatoon under
Tacguinto that went down with the plpnw. My third suvad, third platoon was somewhat
of a rest area for the troubled, whenever anyone was having tro qble with their
sergeant they would come to me and ask to be in my sguad. At one time or another

I had Garcia, torrison,(Geme), ¥, K, Morrison, Ferry, Clyne, “uick, Cavanaugh,
Hellinger, Senter, wewark, Soberiealski, Wilson, Klusek, Connolly, Flannery,
tMcCowin, plus a few more,

Prom a distance, 1 seem to
anywhere was bettsr than in my squad. i
100 franc notes, that we used for toilet paps
saidi

v good guy, but after they got to know ne,
Your latest writing paper reminds me of
er, that we found in a bunker--cnough

e

be a pretiy good g

Do you have a roster of the wmen K.I.4. in the 10lst Division. I know if T
the medlics name 1'11 remember it «- or if I find the letter I wrote home on July
1944 describing the action to my folks--I'm sure it is in that one

zood night vou all,
Good luck, As ever,

Jack
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14, Can you ®ecall any seoldier wheo served as a radie operater in your com-
pany of D-day?

15. Do you knew anyone whe can help me identify the medic whe was killed

near Pouppeville at daybreak en D-day. 1 was twenty yards away at the
time?

16. The following men have been mentiened frem time te time as being members
of G Company. Do you knew their present whereabouts? Alse check these
that you knew were in on D-day.

Luther Knowlten o a+~ Bill Kopp (< sl ) Deey- Richard Potter

Virgil Danforth 7 @<y Albert Milakeve Joseph Kneebl »<=j

Ralph Manley o Irving Ireland ™ Harold Nelley
*Ben F, Stephens / Donald R, Castena 7y } Sgt. Tippet 2=y~

dohn T, Urbank ¢ “

. ene T. Cavanagh pdy/  arren Rudy-7 <7
f.f"‘” Fred Orlowsky D sfesy™ /

Lionel Cole O =7 22N
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Squad) George Ce/S501st
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Iphn T, Urbank {Sgt

Iy sguaa consisted F. K. Morrisen {gumner, beth legs breken on Daday
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thew, and our bayonets to a razoer edge, We played cards

Letters that weren®t malled until zfter D-day. We gave esach sother short

some Geronimo haircutls,

We wanted te give Virgil Danforth one, but he said Ne! and wmeant it,
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irg" and boxed 2 ¢oup

rounds with him. W%We had his gloves really tled on pgogd; mine were laced
ilsesely. OUn a2 given signeal, Hillinger, Senter, Lewark and I Jumped Virg,

his one side he started cussing and telling us what he was golng to do to
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We grew most cowardly then and decided to let him

hair and we really scalped the

2

W s

1la; the ground and laughsd. He was teo much of a
. and we had the

He then went Lo

ather skinned
So Ueday came. Virg drepped inte the hedgerswse-

with his 03 in the equipment bundle, with the grenade
had far a weapen the first few hours was one of those
bayonets.,
de pulled ¢ld "Killer® Taylor out of a tree where
menber everything was, code-named--division hesadquarts
believe and the top general was "Killer Kangaroo',
411 during training they toeld us te let the medic

up. He had leng blend
released by ug we Just
gentleman to kick us
bexing gloves tied on
the company barber and

en the one side,
assistant squad leader
launcher, and all he
long 2ld werld war I
he was hung up. de-
rs was "Kangaree® 1

s help get "hung up®

chutists out of ithe trees and this fellow kept asking some one teo help him
sut of the tree and everysne was lgnoring him, until he stepped old "Virg®
and informed him that he was thelr commanding general and it was permisssble

te help him out of bis chute--such was

by

bady guards of Uivision Headquarters.

Well anyway Virg was creased aleong side of the sku

al Pouppeville and when the medics bandaged him they

long side of his head -~the result was a "blond Geron
We were taken te a quonset hut where we were infe
sur good Captain Verneon Kraeger (I named one of my so

he orice we ha

d te pay Ior being

11l just above his esar

cut the of the

hair

ime®!

rmed of sur missisn and
ne after him} informed

us of how each and svery one of us would and should be able lead the cone-
pany on this missien in case his presence was not there,
Michael Aloysius Hielly, small and red haired, freckled, and Irish was



drop and remember the D+l incident

then.
were awal

ting our jump into

Av's ehute came unstrung and spilled sut

S

sne Long continuous game whiles we

The evening we were to drep inte lermandy we had pork cheps, green peas,
apple sauce, and petatees, plus bread and the very plentiful orange marmelade
remember the yellow peelings in the marmalade! They added a little spice teo
a# commenplace meal!

Uur eolenel dldn't think the greasy 8it well on our
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stomachs ar en the alun
and we had the balance of the wmeal

Best clothed, and Best squipped ssldier

another complaint--ysu rascals in Divisien Headguarters smoked Camel

fod

Luckies, Phillip Uorris, and all

W4

dings,
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Sruds,
deadquarters had ne use for.
Back to my narration--we

sticks,

wers Lryi:

o
g

nuts. A4 navy cnsign was attached te our

had

parachute, we gave

{The American

cooke du

e
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the Best fed,

And that brings up

the posd brands wnile we on the line smoked

Raleighs, and any other crap that the boys in Div.

our harnesses and formed our

)
R

be helpful

battalion for navy gunnery, He

never jumped before and had volunteered, asnd when we put him in his



tJust make damn sure vou hook up and follew the crowd sut eof the deert®

Then while we loaded into the plane we were told there would Le light

A b YR, SR 3 N -3 } Ve 4 FTIE .
Well we leaded up and headed up to I'orm all the Vess of C-47's.
Lt. Barker was standing

prhind him watching the 1lig

nefore we head out ever the
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seems that we headsd over islands orf the coast ol
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up, and then we headed towards our Drop Zone,

Holy cow <= Maching guns == FUNE, == [lares == burning

-- barng burning -- and more bracers than you can count hoses full

of them sailing up to you, then cracking like strings of firecrackers as
they went by, The twenty millimeter stuff expleded above the planes, the
pigger stuff us. L thi

harndred feel, as soon as we reached the coast:
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ihe plane in Iront of w8 was carsying

s
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Led

= direct hit and expleded. We lost all the men in that plans,
The plane on eur right wing received a hit, expleded inte flames and peeled
dewn in an arching ball of fire. The first, third, and thirteehlh men in

that one escaped. Thal was half of our platoon that went dewn in that sne,

Chellin, Jehn Schadt, Brewn, Li. Crouch, and all ths rest of the sscond

squad except Gaudresu went down in that plane

¢

Uur pilet, about that time forget all about geiting us te the drep zone

- aimlessiy sbout the area.

The red light was ane-we were waliting for the
switch and oul we wani--in

machine cun fire, was killed as he went oul of
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51111 Bhese machine puns, Cug ag we
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attenpted to
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swold container, I

chesnhorus grenads in sagy
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v, lay my rifle
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chest, put the barrel inls
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im on deras]
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cew pasture at 1:4

morning?

With three machine guns sending their white tracers cracking sbout you
I tried cutting my chute harness te
the trigger housing group and abeut thirteen piles of soll celd puddles of caw
manure. 1 hit a double adapter and dulled my great big Bowie Knife (3$7.50 in
our local sporting poods stere), se I took my issue trench knife and did the same
thing with it -« and tessed them both away. So then I carefully unsnapped the
right leg, left leg, and cheslt snap and proceeded to back awey frow Lhe drauls

whe were still about 2 hundred yards eway. Shesling -- not me, but thew Damned

&



To my right I noticed what 1 thought was one of my men and crawled -- ng,

wormed my way up te him, clicked my clicker, ne reaction, siad eur passwerd

Flash -- ne reactien. 1 debsted whether te toss z grenade becgzuse | ceuld sse

it was » seldier and he wasn't zeting friendly. {Later, months later, I feund

o

thet it wes F. X, Morrisen and he had bsth legs broken and was in sheck.)}

1 backed away, heard & click behind we, ansvered the click with my tws
clicks, ¥lash -- Thunder -~ Welcome, I found a friend., OSergeant Castena, our
cemme sergeant was there, We discussed our present situation., Castena says,
e you want te charge these machine guns?® I said, "Ne, net really!®

He says "1 didn't want to either, but I Jiust thought I'd ask.”

"Alright, lets get back behind these trees and find seme place where there
aren't so many bullets flying.” You cever me and 1'1ll cover you."

So we wormed our way through the cow pasture te & row of teees behind us,
Castens got there {irst and turned left, 1 must have turned right becausa we
didn't see each other again until a week later at FPurple Heart Lane when some
Kraut paratreepers were counteraitacking snd I was ung up on top of a hedge-
row with my canteen caught in a barbed wire fence and here came the Krauts
sheoting and moving inte the other side of the field. I'm trying te get back
but my canteen is hung in the fence.

Castwmna unfastens my canteen, grabs my legs, and flops me belly skidding
behind the crewn of dirt. We then preceeded te eat back the attack.

S0 I crawled through this cow pasture, and the cow flops 1 missed while I
was looking for my trigger housing group, I scropped up with my helmet, my
Jacket front and my cartridge belt., I was weeks, no I think months before I

finally got the caririd

T Py P - Y P 3 3 . .
i started moving along the hedgerow and the place was crawiinge--no running

with hrauts. 1 must have had buck fewer hecause nere 1'd been trained to kill

these rascals for two years and they were all about me, some not mors than 40
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feet away and I didn't yell Geronimo and start shooting. I just kinds waited

e = {0 3 Lie % £ % £5 by g i % e R S 5 p 2 3 s BT fen
Or as Colonel Bwell sald after the mission, in his Leorgis drawl - %lim
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oroud of you men, you fought wravely, cautiocusly and an intelligent fight.

531

and old Aloysious hielly said "Colonel, you may say cautious but ['m sure a

hell saying 1 personally was cowardly?.

Tk,

I kinda think that the plurality of the Wehrmacht scared our minority o
G Company away because 1 sirolied around in the davkness for an nour or so and
uldn't find anybody.

then I was dog tired and so being the country boy that I am, I found a

[y

stand of wheat, walked so [ wouldn't beat a path inte it, curled up under my

At first light & group of light bombers churned up a gun emplacement sonre

and we met real quick like. He had been lying in the ditch most of the night
with Krauts walking up and down the road, -- companies of Lhem!

Faul and 1 were kind of easing along {rom one field Lo another when we met
up with four fellows f{rom the L2nd. They were lost and led by a corporal so
they Joined us, Ue went a few more fields and found Howard Lewark, so here
were seven of us. Three were equipped with M-l rifles and four with carbines,
Okay, so we need a little more Tire power. Let's find a machine gun,

We noticed a number of equipment bundles., All of them contained rations,
radic batteries, wire, ammunition, bui no machine gun and no mortar so we
decided to find oul where we were and head to where we were su.possd to be,

1 appointed a couple of the boys as scouts and they said, "You're getting

pald to lead us, so you lead us." 1 was first scecut., Hillinger came next

division fellows.

;’.:m

and then Lewark with those four 82Znd



We finally nit a2 road junction and got ourselves coriented. YWe were seven
miles from Fouppeville so we headed in that direction.

We had covered aboult threes miles staying off the roads, moving cautiously,
neing shot at, shooting back and getting awave-until we came up to a farmhouse
and the boys were pretty well pdayed out, because those three miles on the wap
nad some pretty wide detours around places that hed too wmeny unfriendly faces.

Wnenever we hit a road in our detour, one of the fellows had a pair of wire
cutters and he'd ecrawl up those concrete telephone poles and cut wires. On one
streteh of road we nmust have crossed four times in four hundred yards and this

nut insisted on cutting wires every tinme we crossed,

k)

I went up to the door, knocked most politely, and & French housekeeper in
uniforn answered the door. She took one look at my unsanitary likeness and
very unhospitably slammed the door in my face.

I knocked a little firmer with my zun butt and the genileman farmer, white
moustache, smoking jacket and all answered the door., "aingliase?" "HNo--ameri-
can!” “Ztates Unis?®, "Oui” {You see I speak the language like a native --
of Peninsula, Ohio.)

This was at about 1500 army time. 41l we nad had to eal was some D ration
chocolate and we hadn't bothered to take any Z-rations from the equipment
bundles in our search for a machine gun. Poor leadership and poorer logistics,
Well to make a long story short, he invited us in, we told him where we were
heading. de said don't go that way--too many Germans. Go this way--longer but
no Germans. OCkay -- but first --have a bottle of wine each. Seven drunk pars-
troopers heading for Fouppeville,

We headed about a half mile cross lots and some hKraut in a church steeple
cut leoose at us with a machine gun and we dove for cover and decided to go back
to the French farm and "hole up" in a cider wmill there and sober up, rest up,

and wait for dark and see if we could travel a little safer that way.



John T. Urbank G/501st

Bill Kopp will soon receive a letter f{rom me questioning his sudden inability te
write. e was our platoon machine gunner, a geod one, and one time as we were
standing behind s hedgerew, ready to move up, a Kraut wi§h & machine gun raked the
area, Bill had the gun on his shoulder and just dropped backwards, the forty-two
pounds of light machine gun bounced on his rather emaclated chest and both lay
inert. We all thought that he'd had it. When the f%ring finally ceased, Bill
rolled over looked up sheepishly and sald, "Boys, when I hit the ground, I really
hit it,"

Bernie Gaudreau was the thiriteenth wan in the plane that went down in a slew arch.
He was rather badly burned and landed in one of the swamps, luckily, as when he
finally got out of the plane it was rather low, and his chute did not give hin the
full benefit ot is air resistancy (is there such a word?). He was from New England
and could speak French fluently, and he holed up with & French family, who kept him
nid until the area was liberated.

"Papoy" Kraeger was the best! [e knew who was doing their best, and who was gold-
bricking, and acted zcecerdingly. When we were at Camp Mackall we were supposed to
pace off o mile and then figure how many paces it itook to make a hundred yards.

I paced tha mile and ended up with a figure far short of the average. Captain Kraege:
informed me that after retreat he and I would get on full field packs and pace the
mile agalﬂg just so he could show me how to count.

Lfter the first two hundred yards, if my memory serves me right, he
said that he would do the same in fpont of the company the [irst thing

ack in these days 1 took a iO?LJ inch step and could keep 1t up most of th
"Pappy® was gﬁv*“klv G.I. and took a thirty inch one,

4

The cooks we had in the marshaling area, were not cur ocwn, They were probably sup-
plied by Div, Hglrs. -- There again you proved my polint. Th@ rear echelon at Ulv.
Headguarters ate steak, while we af the {ighting i rees weren't even al loweﬁ to eat
greasy por& chops. But there agsin, it may habe been th gl;glon that was a factor

with you ail, understand that A-rabs don't eat pork, and 'm not being malicisus
i 211 kinds at division headquarters.

Ken Oliver was probably in the plane with the second sguad that went down (It was
from the 3rd Platoon. Here again I'm pulling from memory. Sgt. Ward, Gaudreau and
one other man came out. It is nest peculiar that no mention of Ward -- or maybe the
rascal got himself killed. He was in our platoon {sergeant) and finally in Holland
we had a get-to-gether with the Company commander and told him that we were going to
shoet the bastard, if they didn't ship him out so far that we couldn't see him.

I can't even remember his first nmame, for two years, he ranked over us, and I don't
think any of us could give you his first name,

Did Danforth tell you about Williasm W, Wier, first class fighting man? He and
Rafiella flushed a German out of a bedroom during the fight at Pouppeville, and
Wier told Mike to guard the door while he enjoyed sowme of the cempanionship of the
French gal. Mike guarded while Bill--well he didn't even take his boots off, And
then Wier told Rafiella to go on in and he'd stand guard, but Mike was a little
dubiusg and left the house. Later when we were relieved to go back to England, we
went back to Pouppeville and Wier went to look up his chance companion, there she
was, head shaved and gery wmuch in diggrace,



Another time Just before thal episode, Wier was on one side of 2 wall, and a fraut
was on the other side, they kept Jumplng up and down trading shots, so finally Wier
got tired of this nonsense, shot, remained standing, and shot the Kraut as he came
up to shast again.,

Then there was 2 kid by the name of Bell, he headed for a house at FPouppeville and

2z Cerman came out, levelled z pistol éz@3§} at him and befere he could fire, Bell
Jammed his bayenet into th& Kraut's mouth, and out the back of his head, blood
gushed, just like when you do the same to a turkey. Bell reached down, the Kraut
had suddenly assumed & reclining position, unsnapped his bayonet off his Ml and
would never again wear, or have anyihing teo do with ene. When we had lnspection,

he would take a carbine and be a mortar ammo bearer. These are second hand accounts,
I was net at Pouppeville unagl he day after, but I'm sure Turk, Kopp, Orlowsky,

and Danforth will vouch for this. Thank vou again for Castona’ Sg Cavanagh's, Coles,
and Milakeve's addresses,

We did assoclate with our other platoons, and I remember Ingallis now after some
theught, but you must realise that we had such 2 rapid turnover after Normandy that
you couldn't keep tgack of them. Like the time we had a replacement delivered to
us in Alsace -- and we had some shelling, he was wouhded after being in the Company
twenty minutes and shipped back to Clean Sheets!



s

I s A £ {{é:/ ;f,,gf /‘7%

;f'
7 - - 2o
M,A:L(;n;’; ,{/9 < {:g» S ¥ {’J“’(»)é“\, éia;'f’
e
7

-

Ale  pirgem.

3 j/w prd A

g
o

,,f{iz/yz,z;/ﬂf*" /f{{;/gz«g;/w L =z /f@e féyw'/ff-«zaﬂ” o2

A A A A //C‘:Z((/M%ff/ LA 7// TR LY e S T s T

,.»z‘./rarw/éé A /{ﬁ?/@v LR e .

s

S /‘“\ s ./"’

A / e ’ WV@;&Z/K.’ e

3
N

S T f ,&ﬂ"‘i«'@/‘;’gﬁ <

JW A /f’w/ 7 ’ éém ,f Y 4 ;“‘?’CL,{;’L g2 g liar
z/ Zz.g“‘;f Lt p. o f’{ — ff/?/ .

L y"»’¢‘£"’/f‘

/;’;47?’1’ & ,'7% 2 &

o ‘)27 “‘fz"{"/:"‘i-(_,‘éfé{ }‘;/z/ /’//;' (.;zﬁ/ P / T S P Ll £t ({,’/ ,;:’f

ocot | anol Ltde Lo,

/d/«/’fﬁ{yﬁf :



P

>

c Ao




TPF L ;-'2,/"};{/7?*

L ;1-”5 Z’;{

[V
7 s et
é)j;i/{f‘/ ,,¢Z:/?’;kﬂ R el

i ’ v 7. .
\?..—ffg,{}/]% mw_,.-iff/’/{:/gf{;{ L gl
& 4

i s ¥ < s

DA 2 A, S

,/‘ 7 N 5
F oyt ?'g,f
” J,.»"i
‘f :"
4 s
S
L

-

L Gt /&76"\“ e /Mﬁ‘/{g —@i/{f’ﬁ- .

Aria , gl e e A R

7 5 - . S
ey AL A e A i 2ot ot L
s /// - < ‘ ?f‘;x.x[,c - z

Tt g g hst e

e s f’{/z/aaxcz«zm
; - ; 7

sé A f 7/:’( A m// - J«e:lf{ Py 2o g:&f (:{254*/‘5—“:

g’z/(éy /«df{f’ 54//{; J M{fﬁx% '( o R

xi?ioéa'/ A ‘é“f; Ltis s f‘?’yﬂﬁf@;ﬁ / gr,zmrf’ / AL

4
o

L



& —7!..-/ S

& J’ Vg&/f Ctl gty

Ly

A -

P ; 72 e Lt
y il L P «w{{ gt i
L4 e

. Yard ({v L
/J ra
i : .

\ fv /r' ” / e o )

B 3 Ll ol b
Eote b y A L,
7
i

P " «f“
fm»“f /;,x.,f 7 »»v"&/ﬁ,/ T \? P SR e

/”’f’:"&’f:” ‘zf,,('( i

+ e - .
S /ﬁ;@, e
p

= pesas o 2 cere Ao K il

Alosel 2

. ¢ i
(i G R
e /J?

“F
.



4;? o ol
P

#

7

e '

ffz, 2 L )y/ti:viff A

&

55}5& el
pd

/ / !,f/{z?{iﬁ ;72&5: »

#

) eCé

A A h/Zw:’i«gf{w%,«eg/ P

T el

{i/;. & /%/Ma@\« .

Al Al Ll

/ 55"’2}”‘/ 7 e RIS L S+ A

7

,{iz@g/{l ,g;/

/-y’ {&vwﬁ j {W {; f 24 /Z‘j/ if' ‘i{yé,uf{;;"j ’

i e : o )
/tﬁ(,%g/@/ IR & v (W 4/%;/{7 A G%L{V}«&La(f

- s ) . o . i Fa . v
(APt A PR A S A Al A Yy -
e M{&éﬁé’ L ctgr oC fy/g/’wtf;’é/;j B bAoA A ez

C’f&,@f{ Lot &

(, e
o

(L V//ﬁ—/’-@/ (A Z ;/r/&d/iy

//’/ trea ol é A M D S 2 A= S g

é,»;/ s m){ cont il e /ﬁi}»@é{/;’? PR IO P S



7 P g
v S G v P

) .
R ] i

N i T

% P . .
EC A g




a;é;/w/(/ f“{//

ﬁf@f{%%ﬁ R Jf‘ iy A

harte panes agaiic

7 7 4 .
Vs P & . p
L bpr vt e 4:—»7,; ferZ {,,f "’i& S e ?»/’52/ EIW

P ) S

7 s
P e 53‘:/{::;,1 e {{f /’L—

"::}, ,-' . o
e - A I AL NPC e =

s 7 B A 7 < ";2;/%&{&«:;;/ P /’i%l/rff{ I

J &

s :/’éfgfﬁfé«é{ ﬁ%-’;w S ’&g,{;@/‘ v/'/" g BT gl B /éﬁy{;

;_,,/{%ﬂ/’ At Covetd )m/{ féz ‘?f’ /{j{& el £ Tl
2 / £ .

=
T &

P

At gl [femrit pore fraol o

ﬁféfé%f“@bﬁ A é PR wg//v@, . 7%{@»’&2
‘:‘/,

P MM i eI SRy /ff/ P R s

#

- < S

V4
!f{k"f:{;;z/@f EF M{—{L.Lw (::(f‘

T
o

4 > v 7 7 g s g -
N ] Ww s / oA A’; {,f Etze //di{/éf f/

e o N AR S

/ / & ,;/ Cee o€ 4{ ‘fé;‘?”&s;ac:cu{, s Z - {23,(/ -~
\%&L—({Z‘Cﬁ f,_,fzf‘,,; S T /':}/;t/ é_j ol ko o //Q)

[
Lo A2 5(7 gl

Y s ‘la;/afwﬁx,,zfz/

,5“")

\ .
P &?"f‘:w el

/’f

P



g“ﬁuar} 30, 1966
Dear John:

Yany thanks for your fine repert. L think I can understand hew thess "leng®
“reperts develep. - 4s you start reccliecting facts, they begin te tumble ens
after the other from sur dernant wemery cells. I can retile off things real
fast. In fact I sust type my material because my mind works faster than »
hands. The theughts come piling eut and I need te gelt them down as fast zo
1 can ss there will be reem fer the next ene te be relsasea.

When the yellew questiennaire arrived with just a word er twe in response
sach of my quﬁstisns I shewed it te my wife with this cemment -- “This guy
must be like some of wy studenis -- he smust think the lead in @@nﬁilﬁ i
rationed and wants te do his bit in saving the material.” Yeu surpri
with the later respense. It was the same way with Virgil Danforth. zlz
there was z trickle and then the fleed cane, buther Xnewlten did the sane
~=nene i you guys has much Lo say absut ﬂlmnwwﬂy the "Cutcher® tag ryeu guys
added te his name. He is in the insurance business in Nerth Saraila&. He
didn't reply & second time. I have written te Cavanagh and Castena al@ng
with Ireland, Vrete te Kepp 2 segend time bubt with all the "wikdrd” nicknsmes
(if thera is truth in them) 1 deubt that he will answer. e prebably st&gﬁw
clear of you guys 56 the iruth will nel eut in the presance of his beleved.
We had 2 guy in sur outfit whe got a battlefield commissien land it went to
his head) whe.came te one of the reunicns acting real bip--until his jeep
driver drepped a kidding remark in the presence of BIG's wife about his runni
areund with nurses in England. !He never went back to ansther reunion, s
aven help on cempany infermaticn f{or me because he's still sere at
I wasn't therel

£

GHING

The yellow paper was all I
A kidding

I had &V%il&u&& LH MG,
ai :y-%é« J;Y °

ing wrong with your writing. One Divarty treeper wrote to me &
i spent two weeks decl yﬁ‘”ﬁﬂg it. He printed nis ?@plj to make it "legib
wonder what the writing weuld have been likel

I recall the Spike Jenes recerds alse. ‘e were in the same marshaling ares
whether you guys liked it or net. Cannot understand why yeu had poghk ch@p@
when we had steak--they must have been punishing yeur VD ceeks. 4z fer eclgglies
=i den't recall anything absut you guys g@tﬁ%n” wpped. 1 didn’t smeke then
and still don't. It is p@gaib}@ though, ke v¢qd@r you guye didn't like the

generals--they really discriminated ageinst ysu guys. Injoyed yeur descripe
tl&i ef Danferth's haircut.

Danferth says the medic frem yeur eutfit ilives in his heme tewn ef Indianapelis.
His name is Helley. Ken Cliver says he was a medic in your eutfit. He was in
one of the planes that had enky & ceuple survivers. Captain Kraeger sesms Lo
havae bean ths greatest as far as seversl of your peeple were cencerned.

ct ?18t$@$ af that Ju?‘ for mest people seems Lo have besn the
senal equipment was stripped off in the jump--which I

2vion that the planes éiin‘t slow dewn, I did a s:
igers and were they twisted as I came dewn. lHeow was Caudresu




lest? I think Danferth rmentliens him 2s & comme man who was killed in Horm
- Did you guys ever fraternize with any of the guys frem the cthsr plateons?
seldem did? We always feli superier te the other sectlens in @ur gompany but
28 L think abeut ii--seme ef our radie operslors were pretity frail lesking
these guys wers rear echelen theugh.

~The bundles yveu guys pessed zleng the road were just whalt we needed, it
time we were net jumping the full radie set. I Jjumped half an SCR-300 an
buddy {(in snether plane) jumped the sther half, He lest his half plus mos
of his equipment. Mine stayed en--maybe I was just belter than the rest o
you guys at sirapping it dewnesHi--never jumped with combat sguipment ﬁgfﬁfww
lfmm%%‘ﬁm;@hmk Jump. What a reinsterm we %mmum&mwam raind
helmets, rifies, gas masks, bandeliers, radie’s, kK-1's, temmy guns, and en
streamer that I ebserved. I spent several anxiocus mements dedging eguipmen
1 Jumped that one with a full radie setl.

, e
g

oI usually try te respend right away with an acknowledgument te each ol the
guys whe ceme threugh but everyse-often 1 alse get carried away--like teday.
Hany thanks again fer your help. I'm sending yeu a decal fer yeur windshicld
parhaps yeu night like te put it en. I srdered some of them frem Asseciatisn
go I could send them te peeple whe don't belong., Yoeu asked fer Csvanagh's

~address. . Here it is: Bugene 1. Cavanagh~ Jr., Warren Resd, Ureion-en-iudsen,

‘Hew Yerk. ‘Here ig the address ¢f your old buddy listed in the Asseciatien

~Directery: Mr. Albert J. Hilakeve, 210 Crawferd Avenue, West Uenshohocken,

Donald B, Castena, 5633 &auntalﬂe.av&nu@, tewark, Califernia. Liensl v&i& is

frem: k.. #1, Penn Yan, New Yerk. Wilbur Ingalls is alse frem lew Fork stat

Cbut veu didn't mentien him.. I alse have his address.

=
3
feg

Thark yeu sgain for yeur help. You have helped take care of sone m15$ing
nitches in this acceunt. I hepe I can de justice te Lhe memery of these boys,
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URBANK OPTICAL LABORATORIES

WHOLESALE OPTICIANS

PENINSULA, OHIO
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URBANK OPTICAL LABORATORIES
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