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28 June 1944

STATEMENT OF let Lt. SAM FLEKING = PILOT TOW PLANE

Up wmntil the time that I crossed th~ west coast of Cherbourg
Peanisule I was still in formtion with Capte C.i. FRISBIE ae brlefod,
Appraximately three minutes after crossing the coast we started to
descond thro ughthe overcast to attain the glider release altitude, but
when the element leader entered, I could no longer see him, Immediately
upon realising that I would have to go through alone, I tried to keep
my propsr heading but found it imposaidble dus to the tall of my plane
being pulled left and right by the glider. When I reached about 1000

feet indicated, the plane once again became steady and I continued dom,
When I broke out I called to my crew chief, Sgt F. W, Lulek, to check if
the glider was still in tow, It was not, so he evidently released ir. the overcast,

When I landed at xy home bese, I checked my tow rope ard it was still
in tact, includirg both couplings, therefore F1t/0O LOVING must have released of his

own initiative,
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