.8 "_"ﬂ Ty

M:Jafm_gy__ — ”
Local Soldier
Didn't Want
To Be Hero

BY JOSEPH GALLOWAY

PLEIKU, South Viet Nam
(UPD) — Sgt. Maj. Basil Plum-
EFL didn’t want to be a hero.
He could have run the other
way when the burning flare,
landed in the middle of the am-
munition dump.

But he didn't.

And now the Columbus, Ga.,
soldier of the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion has been recommended for
the nation’s highest military
combat award — the Medal of
‘Honor.

The enemy flare was burning
Ifiercely when it landed in the
ymiddle of the supply dump. Phe
rammunition would have blown
up at any moment.

_ a huge bear of a |
'man, charged into the stacks |
|of explosives and, using his |
‘hare hands, picked up the flare
‘and hurled it away to a safe dis-
tance.
| His hands and arms were
‘burned, and he will carry the
iscars for life.

Dn‘ijng His Jnht b

Plumley. did not want to a
hero. He just did his job. It

o

ped platoon w o be
he medals for the cavalrym
hoth to those alive and dead.
At least three recommendations
for the Medal of Honor are be-
ing sent in.
Phimley's is one of them.
Tt was a night of hell when
‘the outnumbered 1st Cav. pla.
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A former Beaver man,
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